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A ‘Second Tier’? 


OF THE PROBLEMS AWAITING SOLUTION BY THE RIBA none 
is more weighty than that presented by the current 
shortage of skilled architectural assistants. This shortage 
principally affects local authorities and the smaller pro- 
vincial office of the architect in private practice, but to 
these it is by no means confined ; there is hardly an office 
in the United Kingdom that is not concerned. It is a 
situation which has engendered much heat in discussion 
but there is one point on which most protagonists would 
probably agree—that the shortage is due to the present 
practice of using fully qualified men and women in the 
drawing office and on the site. 

The matter is under consideration by PROFESSOR 
MATTHEW’S special committee which must be helped by 
the memorandum prepared by the Bristol and Somerset 
Society of Architects and approved by the November 
meeting of the Allied Societies’ Conference. The memo- 
randum has now been issued for publication by the Society 
(full text is on page 47) and may briefly be summarised 
by saying that the Society considers that an assistant class 
exists; that it is necessary to the profession; that it should 
be fostered by the provision of training facilities; and 
recognised by issue of a certificate or diploma. Control 
of entry should be by the RIBA which, the Society 
believes, should determine a definite educational standard 
whose level should approximate to that of the RIBA 
Intermediate examination. 


We shall expect publication of the memorandum to 
be followed by a howl of protest from those who suspect 
and fear the creation of a ‘helot’ class of half-baked 
architects. Why should this be so? Facts must be looked 
squarely in the face, and the first due for this treatment 
is the RIBA decision that, as from September last, entrants 
to the profession who intend to proceed to the Associate- 
ship must have two ‘A’ level passes in the GCE. This 
requirement, intended to assist in securing to the profes- 
sion a better quality of mind and ability, will automatically 
cut down over an initial period at least the numbers of 
entrants and so produce a situation where, if nothing is 
done, the present shortage of assistants will be intensified. 
The effect on the smaller provincial office could be 
disastrous. 

This fact is irrefutable, it may be thought. But there 
is another equally germane which must be faced by those 
who confuse the equality of man with equality in profes- 
sional skill: that there are many interested in the process 
of the architectural concept by which buildings rise who 
are interested in technics but not at all in design—men 
and women who enjoy, and have skill in carrying through 
the draughtsmanship and routine work in architectural 
offices and the control of building on the site, people 
who do not wish to assume the responsibilities of design 
or in law which are carried by the architect proper. Must 
such helpers, who practise necessary, interesting and 








dignified callings such as these be forced to graduate 
exclusively along a hard road which may be beyond their 
inclinations and, indeed, their abilities? 

In our view, the Bristol Society’s memorandum is a 
clear, objective plan for the future, and as such we hope 
it will be considered by the Matthew committee. (This 
committee, in passing, with the RIBA council’s approval, 
has taken the timely step of appointing a sub-committee 
consisting of MESSRS. W. A. ALLEN, DENIS HARPER and 
EDWARD MILLS to draw up a suitable training scheme— 
to be ready for action should the Matthew commitie: 
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recommend, and the RIBA Council approve, the creation 
of a new class or classes of technicians.) One reservation 
only there must be: that a bridge must be contrived for 
those technicians who—handicapped in youth by financial 
or other considerations or being what schoolmasters 
call ‘late developers ’—have the ability at a later stage 
to graduate to architecture in its fullest meaning. This 
may not be easy to contrive in view of the different educa- 
tional standards envisaged, but it should not be insuper- 
able. Some flexibility is a British characteristic; it can 
also apply to our system of producing architects. 


A Key Figure 


FEW CAREERS can have been as interesting as that of 
SIR RICHARD COPPOCK, reported to be retiring next June 
after 50 years as a trade union official. For forty years 
he has been at the belm of building workers’ organisation 
in this country and, during much of that period, he has 
also been the moving spirit in the international fraternity 
of European building unions. Almost as remarkable is 
his experience of municipal affairs, first in Manchester 
and then for many years on the London County Council, 
where at different times he has presided over various 
important committees, including the Parks and Open 
Spaces (during the Green Belt phase), and has also 
occupied top place as Chairman of the Council. In one 
capacity or another he has, for two or three generations, 
been close to the centres of political and administrative 
life; his ripe judgment has been respected by Ministers 
and Government officials generally as well as by employer 
bodies and his trade union colleagues. 

Such a career has had its highlights and contrasts. His 
original appointment to the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives, during a particularly stormy period 
in trade union history, followed ten years’ activity in 
the Manchester Bricklayers’ Union and it recalls the 
Biblical phrase that ‘the same stone which the builders 
refused is become the head-stone in the corner.’ The 
highlights which followed would include the large-scale 
strikes of the mid-twenties, the desperate struggle against 
the slump conditions of the early thirties, the hectic events 
of war-time, and the very different dangers during this 
past decade of prosperity, especially the danger of losing 
the interest of the rank-and-file. One basic contrast would 
be between the unchallenged craft basis of building tech- 
niques—so clear-cut in his earlier years—and the new 
functions required, from workers and management alike, in 
the present era of mechanisation, prefabrication and 
demarcation difficulties. Another contrast would be the 
problems of over-full employment in recent years, accom- 
panied by a crop of unofficial stoppages of work, as 
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compared with the opposite problems between the v °~s 
associated with the crippling unemployment, che 
corresponding difficulty of maintaining wage-icvels in 
that period. 

All these great changes made stern demands on trade 
union leadership. The building workers—indeed the 
whole industry—were fortunate in having a key-figure 
who could face those demands fearlessly in the person of 
Coppock, with his special combination of firmness of 
purpose and flexibility of mind. Who else, in his Federa- 
tion’s formative period, could have kept together the 
headstrong craft unions and secured their co-operation 
with the labourers and general workers—more weakly 
organised, though under the wing of such personalities 
as Clynes, Bevin and Deakin? Who, in recent years, could 
have coped more adequately with the tensions arising 
from the eclipse of some craft functions and the upsurge 
of the semi-skilled? In the course of the transition he 
played a leading part in many movements which contri- 
buted greatly to the industry’s cohesion—for instance, the 
development of the National Joint Council itself, the 
introduction of guaranteed weekly earnings and the 
national schemes for holidays with pay and apprentice- 
ship. Nowadays these achievements are often taken for 
granted because similar movements have occurred in other 
industries, but it should be remembered that the pioneer 
efforts were usually in the building industry and formed 
part of Coppock’s long-term policy. 

So the NFBTO weathered all the storms, and it is 
characteristic of Sir Richard that—right at the end of 
his fabulous term of service—he has been struggling hard 
to adapt the organisational and negotiating machinery 
in order to deal more efficiently with the problems likely 
to emerge from recent changes in the techniques of con- 
struction. So the stage is set for ensuring a good start 
for his successor whose task, when appointed, in following 
such a man can never be easy, but who will be fortified by 
the goodwill of the industry as a whole. 


LONDON MARKET PROPOSALS.—Model show- 
ing approximately one-tenth of the mar- 
keting centre proposed by the Industrial 
Development Group Ltd. to be constructed 
over the railway sidings north of King’s 
Cross station. The model shows how road, 
rail and air (heliport) services may 
directly be available. The project, designed 
by Mr. C. W. Glover, MICE, MIStructE, 
has been put forward as an alternative to 
that proposed in the Covent Garden Mar- 
ket Bill, published on November 7 (‘ The 
Builder’ of November 18) to be submitted 
to Parliament at its next session. The esti- 
mated cost of the alternative scheme is 
of the order of £6m. It would also free the 
present Covent Garden area for other uses 
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IN ITS RECENTLY PUBLISHED pamphlet on 
town planning, ‘ Let Our Cities Live,’* the 
Bow Group, an independent research 
society of Younger Conservatives, care- 
fully analyses the state of urban develop- 
ment in this country today, criticises what 
it regards as the defects of the town 
planning system, and makes proposals for 
reform. With the analysis few are likely 
to disagree ; some of the constructive pro- 
posals will undoubtedly stimulate discus- 
sion and controversy. 

Chief among these are the following: 
The division of the country into fourteen 
areas or planning units, each with its area 
planning council, allowing autonomy for 
local councils; the establishment under 
Government auspices of two new cities, 
each planned for an ultimate population 
of 300,000 to 400,000—one in Lincoln- 
shire to relieve the population problems 
of Birmingham, Manchester and the 
North, and the other in the West Country 
to relieve population pressure on the Lon- 
don area; the power for local authorities 
to designate as ‘ improvement areas’ run- 
down residential neighbourhoods to save 
them from becoming slums; and the 
creation of a land-pooling system to 
facilitate central redevelopment. 

The most provocative proposal is that 
the policy of the inviolable Green Belt 
should be abandoned. It is argued that 
this policy is out of date and that the 
Green Belts must be reshaped to allow 
‘fingers of high density development to 
reach out into the country parkland to 
permit wedges of green parkland to pene- 
trate to the centre of the city.’ This 
might well be literally the thin end of the 
wedge of destruction for the Green Belts. 

Once this process were allowed to 
begin, where would it stop? The creation 
of such ‘ fingers’ would inevitably stimu- 
late a demand for more and more land. 
And if, as would presumably be the case, 
property would have to be demolished in 
the built-up area to allow the penetration 
of parkland backwards to the centre of 
the city, where would be the ultimate 
gain? Many will regard this proposal as 
retrogressive and impracticable; it could 
end only in the destruction of the Green 
Belts and the creation of more of those 
conurbations which they were intended 
to prevent. 

~ * * 


WE REGRET that the pamphlet makes no 
reference to the possibility of using 
derelict land for building. There is an 
enormous amount of such land in this 
country and it continues to increase at 
the rate of about 3,500 acres a year. If 
the Bow Group is on the look out for 
further subjects for investigation, here is 
one to which it could usefully turn its 
attention. 

Obviously a great deal of thought has 
been put into this pamphlet which, con- 
troversial though it be, should help 

*The Conservative Political Centre, 32 
Smith-square, London, SW1. Price 2s, 6d. 
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towards the creation of a better-informed 
public opinion on the planning problems 
of our time. 


New Work for Private Architects 


ALTHOUGH there were fluctuations in the 
volume of the various categories of work, 
both regionally and in relation to the 
different sizes of architects’ offices, it is 
encouraging to note from an RIBA 
analysis published on page 65, that the 
estimated value of work commissioned 
of private architects for private clients 
and public authorities in the third quar- 
ter of 1960 was about 20 per cent greater 
than in the corresponding quarter of 
1959. The total value of work for the 
three quarters of 1960, too, was well up 
on the corresponding period of 1959— 
£194 million higher, in fact. A further 
encouraging feature of the third quarter 
of last year was an improvement in the 
ratio of projects cancelled or postponed 
to new commissions received—l in 14 
as against 1 in 10. 


A Charter for Technicians 


THE GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSALS for the re- 
organisation of technical education were 
outlined in two White Papers published 
on January 5. Explaining the proposals 
Sir David Eccles, the Minister of Educa- 
tion, said that they would gear the system 
to the rapidly changing requirements of 
modern industry and permit new experi- 
ments in education to provide information 
about the type of courses that would be 
needed when the school-leaving age was 
raised. 

The main objects are to broaden the 
education received by technical students 
so that they will have a sufficient ground- 
ing in such essential subjects as mathe- 
matics and scientific principles to enable 
them to cope with higher education, and 
to provide continuity between school and 
technical college on a full-time basis. The 
system will be adapted closely to the 
needs of industry and, in particular, to 
meet the urgent need for more technicians, 
craftsmen and operatives. Courses will be 
improved and there will be a greater 
variety to suit the students’ individual 
aptitudes and the careers they wish to 
follow. Finally, it is proposed to reduce 
the wastage which now occurs because 
so many students do not complete courses 
or fail to achieve a satisfactory standard 
in the examinations. 

* * * 


THESE PROPOSALS were aptly referred to 
by Sir David Eccles as a ‘charter for 
technicians,’ which would also consider- 
ably improve the present inadequate 
arrangements for the education and train- 
ing of craftsmen and operatives. He 
rightly stated that the education of the 
scientist and the technologist had forged 
ahead far in advance of that of the tech- 
nician, the craftsman and the operative, 
without whom industry could not con- 
tinue with effect and efficiency. Dr. G. 


Watts, CBE, vice-chairman of the National 
Advisory Council for Industry and Com- 
merce and principal of Brighton Technical 
College, said that the Government’s pro- 
posals would be welcomed by the tech- 
nical colleges who were much concerned 
with the shortcomings of the present 
system. Major-General c. Lloyd, 
Director of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, emphasised that industry itself 
had to play a positive part in recognising 
the status of the technician if courses 
were to be effectively prepared and imple- 


mented. 
7 7 . 


THE WHITE PAPERS State quite definitely 
that preliminary courses at evening insti- 
tutes should be discontinued and that 
more care should be taken in the selec- 
tion of students for courses. Colleges are 
to be asked to experiment with full-time 
induction or ‘diagnostic’ courses and 
with tutorial methods. It is intended that 
the last years at school and the first years 
at work should be a continuous period of 
education. The need for a radical revision 
of the present system is an urgent one and 
much time will elapse before the results 
of the new proposals are felt. For this 
reason it is hoped that this ‘ charter for 
technicians’ may be quickly imple- 
mented. 


Publicity for Architecture 


‘THE SUNDAY TIMES,’ whose quickening 
interest in architectural matters is com- 
mendable, began on Sunday last a series 
on architect-planners of note. The work 
of Mr. Frederick Gibberd was selected by 
Robert Harling, who is contributing the 
series, to open the series, and the result 
is a bright page which must have held 
the attention of the majority of readers. 
No doubt this full-scale treatment of the 
work of individual men may cause some 
eyebrows to lift; it remains true, however, 
that, in the necessary publicising of archi- 
tecture in the national Press, architects 
themselves must sometimes unavoidably 
be publicised. On balance we think this 
is good for the profession and the art it 
practices. 


Poet’s Corner 


‘ NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL plans to spend 
about £100,000 on landscaping to improve 
the much criticised “ barren wastes” of 
housing estates.’—Press report. 


To England Capability Brown, 

Papworth and Repton brought renown 

With landscapes fashioned to designs 

That sought to better Nature’s lines. 

Now housing and much else ill-planned 

Mars former green and pleasant land; 

Vandals regard it as a duty 

To soil and savage Nature’s beauty. 

Hail, then, to Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Now spending on landscape design 

(Much to their credit it redounds) 

A cool one hundred thousand pounds 

The ‘ barren wastes’ to beautify. 

’Twould be much better, by the by, 

To put the horse before the cart 

And plan the beauty at the start! 
ANON. 
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Architects and Uncertainties Over 
Road Proposals 

sir,—I have been asked by a television 
producer to give him some _ specific 
examples of the way in which difficulties 
have been created for architects and their 
clients, whether public or private, by 
uncertainty about road proposals. I am 
therefore asking architects to send me 
brief but factual and accurate case his- 
tories of a few really glaring examples of 
the delays, frustrations and losses that 
have been the direct result of the failure 
of the authorities (whether the Ministry 
of Transport, planning or highway 
authority) to make up their minds about 
the future road pattern. 

To be of real value these case histories 
must be very recent, or better still. 
current and the facts must be available 
for publication. If any of your readers 
have good stories of this kind I would 
appreciate it if they would get in touch 
with me direct. 

MALCOLM MACEWEN, 

Chief Information Officer, 

Royal Institute of British Architects, 

66 Portland-place, 

London, WI. 


Standardisation of Trade Literature 


sir,—More important than the Building 
Industry Distributors campaign to 
standardise the shape of trade literature, 
is the need, as Mr. P. Dingley rightly 
said (‘The Builder,’ December 30), to 
collate the information in a form readily 
acceptable to architects and builders. 
Surely we are entitled to criticise the 
glossy advertisement which arrives in the 
morning mail and may try to explain 
several economical reasons for buying 
this or that article, especially when the 
leaflet has been formulated by publicity 
agents? 

Much writing and telephoning could 
be avoided if manufacturers set their 
publications out with these considera- 
tions in mind (where relevant): 

(i) Sizes, weights and dimensions 
generally. 

(ii) Performance, fuel consumption 
and need of associated equipment. 

(iii) Models and finishes available. 

(iv) Prices and availability. 

(v) Special considerations and prac- 
tical hints on usage. 

Firms who go to the trouble of pro- 
ducing a full catalogue usually put much 
thought and effort into it and have some- 
thing worthwhile at the finish; it is those 
who issue single sheet advertisements, 
hastily produced by people knowing little 
about building techniques, who are 
chiefly to blame. Worst of all are firms 
handling articles they do not manufac- 
ture but sell along with their own. Here 
the usual procedure is to stamp a fools- 
cap folder with their name and insert the 
various literature (stamped with their 
name, of course). 


At least one building and _ civil 
engineering company has seen the light 
and issued its site agents and other staff 
with informative sheets which reduce the 
verbosity of much trade literature down 
to bare, readable fact. 


CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON, 
Manor Barn House, 
Effingham, 

Surrey. 


‘The Reynolds Club’ 


sir,— The Reynolds Club,’ the associa- 
tion of ex-students of the Royal Academy 
Schools, was formed some years ago and 
meets periodically at the Royal Academy, 
Burlington House, Piccadilly. The 
honorary secretary is Miss J. W. Thomp- 
son, of 28 Smith-street, London, SW3, 
who would be pleased to hear from any 
ex-architectural students of the Royal 
Academy Schools. The annual subscrip- 
tion is nominal and the meetings, which 
consist of four or five per year, include a 
dinner at Burlington House, film shows 
and special tickets for RA Exhibitions, 
etc. 

At the AGM held recently the chair- 
man commented upon the fact that few 
of the ex-architectural students seemed 
to be aware of the existence of this club, 
so will those students who are interested 
please contact the hon. secretary in the 
not too distant future. 


SIDNEY LOWETH [FSA, FRIBA], 
Folkestone, Kent. 


Compressed Quantities 


siIR,—I am very sorry to have dis- 
appointed Mr. Baker (‘The Builder,’ 
December 16), especially because it is 
shown in his second paragraph that he 
has a good appreciation of the main 
circumstances from which a lot of the 
estimators’ troubles stem. Time is vital 
in all we do. and this being so, informa- 
tion must be presented to us in a clear 
and concise manner in accordance with 
accepted principles. 

As Mr. Baker shows, it is the tendency 
these days for bills of quantities to have 
many varied applications, and this surely 
is a sign of progress which should be 
fostered. The intense competition and in- 
creased mechanisation within the industry 
have caused builders to search for any 
means whatsoever whereby costs and time 
on the job may be cut. To this end we 
see more and more advertisements for 
planning engineers and the like. On the 
face of it this would appear to be very 
helpful to the building owner, bur 
occasionally one does wonder if he is 
getting his fair dues. 

Mr. Carter points out in his admirable 
letter published at the same time. that 
the function of the quantity surveyor is 
that of the expert who labours to simplify 
the work of many, and yet it does seem 
as if the building owner may be paying 
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twice for the service of having quantities 
for his building taken off: once by the 
quantity surveyor and once by the 
planner. 

Admitted, to take off quantities is a 
way for the builder to get to know his 
new job and does perhaps remove any 
element of doubt, but here again the time 
factor comes very forcibly into the pic- 
ture. On only very few occasions do we 
get a period of grace between acceptance 
of tender and commencement of works 
during which planning procedures can be 
undertaken. More often than not the 
job has to be got under way in a very 
short space of time and the builders’ 
organisation has to find its feet as the 
work progresses. It is under such 
circumstances as these, that to have the 
quantity surveyor’s original dimensions to 
hand would be most useful. 


C. H. JOHNSON, ABLDGSI, FIBE, 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 

123 Eglinton-hill, 
Plumstead, SE18. 


What is a ‘ Registered Surveyor’ ? 


sir,—Recent correspondence regarding 
registered surveyors has been interesting, 
and, while I agree with Mr. Greaves (‘ The 
Builder,’ December 2) on being judged 
upon the quality of one’s work, I would 
strongly advise the younger generation to 
qualify by obtaining the letters of their 
chosen profession. 

I have been a quantity surveyor with 
a government department for over 18 
years—not chartered because my earlier 
occupations in building, for which I did 
qualify (including service as a clerk of 
works in the preceding five years) were 
considered alien ones and prevented me 
sitting for the RICS examinations. 

Despite being unchartered (or not regis- 
tered) I have managed to hold my own 
with many qualified people but have not 
been given an opportunity of promotion 
as they have, because I was not so quali- 
fied, and I am a little old now for 
examinations. : 

Experience is considered not so essen- 
tial these days but the present phase is 
but a passing one and the ability to do 
the job, the knowledge of what to do 
and when to do it, in both new work and 
in maintenance, will become of more im- 
portance as a qualification than appears 
to be so now. The younger generation 
should not sit back and consider they 
know it all, once they have qualified nor 
‘stand on a pedestal’ as Mr. Lawson 
(‘ The Builder,’ December 9) alleges some 
do, but should continue to study and 
seek useful experience in as many fields 
of the industry as possible. 

In view of the foregoing it was strange 
to be offered an opportunity of being 
considered for promotion nearly two 
years ago. I had been a civil servant 22 
years then, without an overseas commit- 
ment, and without promotion for 16 
years. The principal qualification re- 
quired to appear before a promotion 
board was not ‘letters’ or experience, 
but willingness to go overseas! 

E. H. J. EVANS, 

10 Greenway-crescent, 

Taunton, Somerset. 
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Technical Assistants 


Memorandum on the Architectural Profession’s Need 


In August last the Bristol and Somerset Society of Architects circulated to 
Allied Societies and Chapters a memorandum on ‘ The Need for Technical 


Assistants in the Architectural Profession.’ 


The considerable support it 


received from the country as a whole resulted in its approval by the Allied 
Societies’ Conference at the November meeting. It is now being considered 
by a special committee of the RIBA under the chairmanship of Professor 
Robert Matthew. The full text now follows : 


INTRODUCTION: The Society’s Council 
has considered this problem at some 
length and our views are set out below. 
There appears to be a_ considerable 
divergence of opinion in the profession 
as a whole on the subject, due probably 
to a wide difference of requirements 
between large ‘national’ offices and 
smaller provincial ones. In our view the 
needs for architects in the provinces could 
be met by the scheme outlined. We con- 
sider it important that the general re- 
quirement of provincial practices should 
be established and made known. 


1. Existing Use of Unqualified Assistants 


In provincial offices considerable use is 
made of unqualified assistants, many of 
whom have valuable experience as 
draughtsmen and in routine work of 
offices. They are essential members of 
the provincial architect’s office team. 
Many started straight from school and 
have learned by experience to do much of 
the work of an office adequately and 
economically. Many of them do not wish 
to accept the responsibility of decision 
and control which normally goes with 
qualification as an architect. 


2. Economics of Provincial Practices 


The work of most provincial architects’ 
practices, whatever the size, appears to 
include a large number of small jobs. 
Many practices are based on domestic 
work and in these commissions of 
£25,000 value or over are exceptional. To 
employ none but qualified architects 
would for many tasks be quite un- 
economical and also a sheer waste of 
trained ability, frustrating to the men 
concerned. 

It is sound economics for an appro- 
priate relation of the assistants’ pay to 
the task to be maintained and especially 
important when the generally low level 
of architects’ remuneration in relation to 
other professions is considered. In 
industry there has been criticism of waste 
of University science graduates on work 
which does not make use of their capacity 
to the full. The architectural profession 
must avoid similar wastage. 


3. Training of Assistants 


We have no doubt that unqualified men 
will continue to be employed. We con- 
sider that office training is suitable on an 
apprentice or learner basis and that it 
would be an advantage if ‘one-day 
release’ classes and evening classes could 
be available for them. 


4. Standard for Training and Qualification 


There appears to be no general demand 
in the provinces for a class of highly 


qualified technicians or technologists 
approaching University graduate standard. 
There might be a limited use for them 
in large local government offices and the 
largest of private offices. 

The architect himself is a skilled tech- 
nician and there are consultants avail- 
able for specialist problems. 

In local and central government it 
would be necessary for technologists and 
technicians to be recognised as new 
categories in the system of staff grading 
qualifications and status now in opera- 
tion and this might well present a diffi- 
cult and long drawn out administrative 
problem. 

In our view there would be an 
encouragement to recruits to the assistant 
class if some qualification such as a 
modified RIBA intermediate examination 
could be available to provide an objec- 
tive to work for. This we feel is the 
standard most generally required in 
Offices. 

We consider that the general education 
standard required for this qualification 
should be passes in three GCE ‘O’” level 
subjects including English and Mathe- 
matics. With the improving standards of 
secondary modern schools and their 
acceptance of GCE examinations for the 
brighter pupils, a new field of recruit- 
ment might be secured. 


5. Control of Qualification 


We consider that control of the issue 
of certificates of qualification as technical 
assistant should be carried out by the 
RIBA. While co-operation with other 
bodies concerned with building would be 
valuable and may well be developed, we 
feel that control by the profession is an 
important factor. We accept that this 
policy may need modification if, in the 
future, satisfactory arrangements for 





‘He’s a fully qualified architect— 
how I’m waiting for a trained tech- 
nical assistant!’ 





the whole 


co-operative education for 
range of building are achieved. 


6. Recognition for Established Assistants 


If an assistant qualification is estab- 
lished, some recognition should be given 
to those men already employed as such, 
based on their experience and employers’ 
recommendation. 


7. Assistants Wishing to Qualify as 
Architects 


We consider it essential that the excep- 
tionally gifted man who obtains his assis- 
tant qualification and satisfies the RIBA 
of his talents and experience should have 
the opportunity to take the RIBA 
examinations to qualify for Associateship. 
We do not consider that, in these excep- 
tional cases, it should be necessary for 
him to obtain the GCE ‘A’ level passes 
required for normal entry. If a man were 
required to obtain these ‘A’ level passes 
he would almost certainly have to ‘ cram’ 
for these at evening classes, a process of 
doubtful value. 

We feel that the door to architectural 
qualification should be left open, even if 
narrowly, for an exceptional man who by 
reason of financial means or late develop- 
ment of his abilities failed to take the 
normal training course. 

Young men generally have great and 
understandable difficulty in deciding 
their careers and we would deprecate the 
exclusion of those who possibly through 
no fault of their own do not take the 
right steps before or on leaving school. 
There should be some modest degree of 
flexibility of entry into a profession in 
which natural talent has an important 
place alongside technical competence. 


8. Time Factor 


As from September, 1960, entrants to 
the profession require two ‘A’ level GCE 
passes, and from this time onwards young 
people who have not reached this stan- 
dard will be discouraged from coming 
into offices as assistants as there will be 
no status or qualification generally recog- 
nised by the RIBA open to them. This 
could easily result in a serious lack of 
junior staff in many offices within two or 
three years. A solution to the problem 
appears therefore to be urgently required. 


9. Summary 


(a) We consider that an assistant class 
exists; that it is necessary to the profes- 
sion; that it should be fostered by the 
provision of training facilities and recog- 
nised by issue of a certificate or diploma. 

(b) A definite educational standard of 
entry should be determined. 

(c) The level of qualification should 
approximate to that of the RIBA Inter- 
mediate examination. 

(d) Control of entry should be by the 
RIBA. 

(e) In exceptional cases and subject to 
suitable safeguards an avenue for qualifi- 
cation by Associateship should be pos- 
sible. 

(f) There 
matter. 

We recognise that much detail remains 
to be considered but that as a first step 
the principles set out should be accepted. 


is some urgency on this 
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L. SCOTT WHITE, OBE, MICE (R. TRAVERS MORGAN & PARTNERS), structural engineer 
ERIC G. LYNDE, FIAS (ERIC G. LYNDE & PARTNERS), quantity surveyor 
Y. J. LOVELL (LONDON) LTD., general contractors 


NEW GUY’S HOUSE was begun in October, 1957, 
and completed at the end of 1960. The build- 
ing is 11 storeys, 120 ft. high, placed on the 
southern half of the site and allowing further 
development to be carried out to the east and 
north. 

The grouping of the main departments are 
as follows: lower ground floor: deep x-ray 
therapy, central sterile supply department 
serving the whole hospital except for theatre 
instruments, staff changing. Ground floor: 
casualty department consisting of two sections 
for ‘ primary ’ and ‘ secondary’ treatment, and 
four casualty theatres. First floor: 8 main 
operating theatres, cystoscopy theatre and 
plaster theatre, recovery ward, central instru- 
ment service and -clinical lecture theatre 
seating 50. Second floor: offices, laboratories 
and teaching rooms for the departments of 
surgery, obstetrics and gynaecology, anaesthe- 
tics and clinical microscopy. Third to ninth 
floors: two ward units of 27 beds each per 
floor, totalling 378 beds. Each ward, includ- 
ing ancillary rooms, occupies 8,100 sq. ft. The 
total development is 258,000 sq. ft. 

The foundations, basement walls, floors 
and columns are of reinforced concrete con- 
struction to reduce the transmission of noise. 
Foundations are constructed below natural 
ground water level and the whole of the sub- 
structure is tanked with an asphalt membrane. 
Because of the double cruciform shape of the 
building, stresses due to wind were not a 
serious consideration in the design except on 
the narrow ward wings but even these were 
stabilised by the floor slabs. To house the 
vast amount of pipe work rising through the 
building an inner skin of 3 in. Thermalite par- 
titioning is built 8 in. clear of the main 13 in. 
exterior brickwork thus forming an almost 
continuous cavity broken only by the win- 
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dows which in the wards are between bed 
positions. ‘Flat-slab’ construction was 
adopted for the floors to avoid beams 
projecting below the ceiling level, thus 
allowing for partitions to be altered 
easily. 

The building is faced externally with 
hand-made bricks of a warm red tone and 
rough texture from an Essex brickfield, 
with natural and reconstructed Portland 
stone dressings. The first and second 
floors, the north tower and pent houses 
are faced with blue-black bricks. 


Flooring in the basement, casualty and 
theatre floors and the ward treatment 
rooms is terrazzo, whilst the sanitary 
annexes on the ward floors and the ward 
kitchens have quarry tile floors. Else- 
where black thermo-plastic tiles have 
been used. The main entrance hall on 
the ground floor will be, carpeted. 


The doors, most of which have a view- 
ing panel, are of sapele with frames of 
idigbo. Doors and exposed corners are 
protected by plastic trolley and kicking 


plates. All switches have plastic covers. 
The windows are of the Austral type 
which combine the advantages of a 


double hung sash window with those of 
the pivot hung type. 


Except on the lower ground floor, there 
are no corridors other than internal 
departmental ones, all other communica- 
tion being vertically by means of lifts. 
The new building will depend on the 
catering, x-ray, pathological and many 
other departments in the old building and 
the communications have been designed 
to integrate it with the existing hospital. 
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The main entrance is situated in the 
north tower. There is a_ subsidiary 
entrance in the west wing for casualty 
patients returning for further treatment, 
and an ambulance bay situated under the 
north tower and adjacent to the recep- 
tion area in the casualty department. 
North of the north tower there is a turn- 
ing circle for vehicles which will norm- 
ally use the western approach road. A 
gateway from the turning circle will give 
access to additional parking space for 
ambulances. There is a perimeter road 
which allows access to all parts of the 
building for fire appliances. Firemen’s 
staircases run from the seventh floor to 
the roof. Access is provided from this 
perimeter road to the refuse areas 
situated in the basement of the east and 
west wings of the building. 


The accepted tender for the work was 
£1,754,191 and this has been analysed as 
follows : — 


architectural works 55.75% 
foundations 7.795% 
superstructure 7.80% 
mechanical services 17.60% 
electrical services 4.75% 
lifts 6.35% 


The overall cost works out at approxi- 
mately £6 12s. 1ld. per sq. ft. or 8s. 8d. 
per ft. cub. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Heating & mechanical services: Engineer- 
ing Service Installations Ltd.; electrical 
installation: T. Clarke & Co. Ltd.; facing 
bricks: R. Y. Ames Ltd.;_ refrigerated 
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cabinets: Pressed Steel Co. Ltd.; flagstaff: 
Piggott Bros. & Co.; wire saucepan shelves: 
Bedford, Steel End & Co.; tables & shelves: 
John Wilkins & Co. Ltd.; chalkboards: 
Tabula Chalkboards Ltd.; curtain pulls & 
rods: Roanoid Ltd.; door furniture, specimen 
cupboards & cover guards: James Gibbons 
Ltd.; flexible p.v.c. sheet: Decra Plastics Ltd.; 
blinds: Deans Blinds Ltd.; lead glass: Cuth- 
bert Andrews; sanitary fittings: Dent & 
Hellyer Ltd.; gates & firemen’s staircases and 
balcony fittings: T. W. Palmer & Co. (Merton 
Abbey Ltd.); fireproof doors: Dreadnought 
Fireproof Doors Ltd.; swab slates, sign 
boards & lettering: Drakard & Humble Ltd.; 
thermoplastic floor sealer: Ronuk Ltd.; 
armour plate doors: Pilkington Ltd.; metal 
venetian blinds: Venetian Blind Specialists 
Ltd.; Portland and reconstructed stone: 
South Western Stone Co.; doors: Southerns 
Ltd.; Bexoid theatre observation windows: 
BX Plastics Ltd.; vitreous mosaic: The 
Marble Mosaic Co.; sliding door gear: Comyn 
Ching & Co.; scialytic light: Technical Lights 
& Equipment Co.; composition cork under- 
lay: Haskel Robertson Ltd.; drawer units: 
Druce & Co. Ltd.; insulation: Commercial 
Vermiculite Ltd.; lightning conductor: J. W. 
Gray & Son Ltd.; w.c. doors: Flexo Plywood 
Industries Ltd.; steel windows: Henry Hope 
& Sons Ltd.; wall tiling: W. B. Simpson & 
Sons Ltd.; Brickbond rolling grilles: Denni- 
son Kett & Co. Ltd.; Accotile flooring: 
Rowan & Boden Ltd.; Fleximer flooring: 
Semtex Ltd.; plate racks: Nevastane Products 
Ltd.; floor springs: Stedall & Co.; sliding 
doors: Geo. W. King Ltd.; steel fire doors: 
Haywards Ltd.; sanitary fittings: Standard 
Range & Foundry Co. Ltd.; shutters: A. L. 
Gibson & Co.; sanitary fittings: Rownson, 
Drew & Clydesdale Ltd., W. N. Froy & Sons 
Ltd.; asphalting: Faldo Asphalte Co. Ltd.; 
plumbing: A. Grant & Son; clinical theatre 
seating: Dawson Seating Ltd.; lifts: Otis 
Elevator Co. Ltd.; terrazzo work: St. James 
Tile Co.; paint: Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries; laboratory furniture & fittings: Burling- 
ton Ltd.; Formica surfaces: Formica Ltd.; 
linear accelerator: Vickers Research Ltd.; 


stair rails & wall buffers: The Marley Tile 
Company Ltd. 
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Modern Architecture: The Decisive Decade 


By W. A. Allen, ARIBA 


Author’s Note: This is the second part of the text, edited for publication, of 
a lecture which concluded a series of six by various authors, organised for 
the autumn of 1960 by the University Art Lectures Committee of Bristol 
University, with Professor W. O. Stewart, Chairman of the Department of 


French, in the Chair. 


Housing and Community 
Development 


IN THE 1930s a discussion of modern 
architecture would have relied largely 
upon private houses as examples, for 
little else was being done. Today it is 
public authority housing to which dis- 
cussion more often gravitates. 

Britain is now as good a country as any 
for this sort of thing, and better than 
most; but this is what one should expect, 
for there were strong currents of feeling 
about housing as an immediate reaction 
to war-time destruction, and these were 
superimposed upon a long-term reaction 
against Victorian housing and the specu- 
lative suburbs of the 1920s and 30s. The 
reaction was not so much against the 
technical aspects, deficient as these often 
were, but against the dreary character of 
development and its effects upon people. 
The reaction had long since produced the 
Garden Cities movement and what now 
occurred was something similar but on a 
far broader front. An immediate source 
of inspiration was the concept of com- 
munity planning as set forth by Aber- 
crombie and his colleagues in several out- 
standing reports on post-war planning. 
Probably the most important of these was 
for the County of London, and it would 
almost certainly be fair to say that it was 
the County of London which first pro- 
duced good housing in large quantities 
after the war. Scandinavian flats were a 
significant foreign influence at first, but 
latterly this has diminished. 

The essence of the character of LCC 
development lay in exploration of the 
third dimension, for they used together 
the whole gamut of heights from single- 
storey dwellings to high blocks: and they 
developed the character of the surround- 
ing landscape and environment in con- 
junction with these so that the whole was 
given a conscious quality of good design, 
even within necessarily sharp limits of 
cost. Barracks went and in their place 
came something strictly of our day, 
warmly appealing and often exhilarating, 
something enviable even to the man wha 
could afford much more. 

Like the schools this was architecture 
produced in quantity as a service, and 
making its mark through integration of 
the design requirements. Much of it is 
now to be found in many parts of Britain, 
and it is significant that some of the 
architects most active in this work come 
from the early post-war schools teams, 
for example A. W. C. Barr, now Chief 
Architect to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. 

Housing like all other building types 
depends greatly upon the client, and per- 


The first part of the lecture was given last week. 


haps the most hopeful achievement of 
this past ten years in housing is the 
development of so many official housing 
committees who understand and value 
good modern design and have become 
good clients. 


The Focus of the Community 


Community planning, like the town 
planning of which it is a part, is a not- 
able English contribution to the world 
architectural scene. It is not merely that 
the street scenes created are often dis- 
tinctly good and pleasant, and that people 
react positively to them rather than 
remaining neutral or negative. But a 
community cannot be such without its 
gathering points and these have become 
the centre of architectural study and 
imagination. 

The present ideas on community 
centres and the shopping areas have 
developed from several origins. A pioneer 
was the Coventry city centre scheme pro- 
duced by Gibson immediately after the 
air raids on that city two decades ago. An 
outstanding feature was its enclosure of 
an exclusively pedestrian area, and this 
has become the distinctive characteristic 
of important subsequent developments at 
Rotterdam, at Vallingby near Stockholm, 
and at Stevenage in Hertfordshire. It 
has in fact become almost without argu- 
ment an important form of modern city- 
centre development, and is an idea of 
which much seems certain to be heard in 
the forthcoming struggle to deal with 
motor-cars in cities. Most of the British 
New Towns have gone some way towards 
pedestrian segregation, but Stevenage 


Pedestrian precinct, Stevenage Town Centre. 
AMTPI, 


was the first, apart from Coventry, to 
achieve it fully in the shopping centre; 
and as an example it is at present perhaps 
as good as any in Europe, though smaller 
than those of large cities of course. 

Another contributor to this concept 
was the American shopping centre—the 
type developed initially on the outskirts 
of towns, generally as a private venture, 
a department store being often the de- 
veloper, attempting to find a place which 
its customers could again reach by car 
when the city centre had become inac- 
cessible. True to their skill at developing 
such an idea, the Americans demon- 
strated a capacity to ‘think big’ about 
the motor-car, and to mechanise and in 
other ways facilitate shopping and make 
it pleasurable. One of the best examples 
is the Old Orchard Centre outside 
Chicago, a very large independent de- 
velopment, not the centre of one com- 
munity but of several. 

This has influenced especially what are 
now called the Mark II New Towns, of 
which the most advanced is probably 
Cumbernauld, whose Chief Architect is 
Hugh Wilson. Here in a remarkable new 
centre it is hoped to keep the motor-car 
and the pedestrian effectively separated 
by along, continuous multi-layer 
development having a through-way and 
parking levels for cars at the base, and 
shops, community buildings and some 
housing on a series of levels above, sur- 
rounding elongated plazas which form a 
spine for the scheme. 

Town planning and architecture are 
becoming increasingly intimately asso- 
ciated. A good example is Holford’s 
scheme for St. Paul’s. A much larger 
one is Chandigarh, by Corbusier, Fry and 
Miss Drew. But without doubt the most 
spectacular example is the development 
of Brasilia, newly occupied as the capi- 
tal of Brazil, less than five years’ from 
the formation of the initial idea. It is a 
remarkable achievement, though speed 


r L. G. Vincent, CBE, ARIBA, 
architect 
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Housing at Roehampton-lane. 
dwellings. 


Mount Clare is behind the screen of trees (left). 
Department of the London County Council (Housing Division). 





One of the terraces of single-storey old peoples’ 


The Architect’s 
(Hubert Bennett, 


FRIBA, Architect) 


has been helped somewhat by a relaxed 
approach to cost control. An excellent 
plan by Costa, far-seeing in its provision 
for modern traffic, is closely linked to 
the principal architectural developments, 
and these are under the control of Oscar 
Niemeyer; that is, the legislature and its 
administrative departments, the presi- 
dent’s palace, cathedral, city administra- 
tion, and so on. Apart from the interest 
of the buildings themselves, exploiting 
the sculptural possibilities of reinforced 
concrete and finished in _ beautiful 
materials, the significance of the project 
for architecture is in the intimacy of its 
association with planning as a basis for 
development. 

The same attitude, the same sense of 





Sydney Opera House. 


comprehensive organisation, marks the 
work of Doxiadis, the unusual Greek 
architect-planner-engineer, who has built 
up in Athens a large integrated team 
somewhat similar to that in American 
offices, but having economists, architects 
and engineers as the foundation profes- 
sions. With this behind him he has de- 
veloped what he terms ‘ekistics,’ the 
science, technology and art of community 
development. His parish is the world, but 
he has worked mainly in the region from 
Pakistan across to Africa and north to 
his native country. 


Personalities Plus 


Nothing has yet been said about the 
great set-pieces of architecture built since 








1951, or the works of great individual 
innovators. Whose work should one in- 
clude? Some are inescapable, le Cor- 
busier, Frank Lloyd Wright, Mies van der 
Rohe. Some, such as Yamasaki and 
Utzon, should be mentioned because 
their work seems to illumine some signi- 
ficant facet of modern architecture. And 


there are others, Saarinen, Rudolph, 
Alvar Aalto, and so on. 
Generally speaking these designers 


seem best viewed as explorers, for what 
has been discussed up to now seems 
likely to be found in history to lie some- 
where near the highroad of architecture 
as it will develop, and few of these indi- 
viduals are treading strictly along this 
highroad. 

Le Corbusier is, of course, an artist. He 
does not turn out work of consistent 


character, but takes some idea that 
matures in his mind and gives it a 
thorough airing. His most significant 


building of this decade is probably not 
his much-discussed block of flats at Mar- 
seilles, but his church at Ronchamp. This 
building is something like a sophistication 
of vernacular architecture, if that is pos- 
sible. It has much of the feeling of ver- 
nacular building, yet in its sculptural 
use of the great curled concrete shell 
roofs it calls upon something requiring 
computation and careful design. The 
feeling of humility and worship unques- 
tionably carries conviction. It is not 
something that lends itself to imitation 
as do the design ideas of Mies van der 
Rohe; in fact as an influence it is essen- 
tially an idea and a reminder to do what 
is natural in whatever circumstances one 
finds oneself. 

Contrast this with another building 
which calls upon shells for roofs, Utzon’s 
Opera House for Sydney, which seems 
an entirely different kettle of fish. The 
building stands by the harbour and 
houses two auditoria. Do these two great 
sprays of shells express the idea of an 
auditorium? If the answer is a question 
mark, should we ask whether it is im- 
plicit in the idea of architecture that a 
building should suggest its function? 
Perhaps there is no absolute answer to 
that in spite of the usual assumptions, 
but it may be fair to approach it in 


Architect Joern Utzon 
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UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, the Secretariat. 
Zehrfuss, Nervi and Breuer 


another way, by asking whether we 
would like a world in which the build- 
ings around us did not in fact suggest 
what was inside them. Would it not 
offend our inherent sense of order and 
logic? Is this building not perhaps essen- 


tially a_ ro- 
mance, simply 
an attempt to 
catch waterside 
character? 
Whatever it is, 
it seems pos- 
sible as a result 
that he has got 
to create al- 
most two sep- 
arate buildings, 
one _ outside 
and one in. 
Perhaps it is 
the illogicality 
of the latter in 
this age of logic 
that raises eye- 
brows, for there 
is no doubt 
that much 
imagination is 
displayed in 
this design. 
Sculptural 
quality sug- 
gests the 
m on umental, 
and can express 
formality effec- 
tively. The 
great vaults and 
domes of his- 
tory did this. 
Reinforced 
concrete opens 
up a wide new 
horizon of for- 
mal shapes that 
seem likely to 
play this rdle 
in design, and 
two notable examples are the UN 
Assembly in New York and the UNESCO 
Assembly in Paris, the former by 
Harrison and Abramovitz, the latter by 
Zehrfuss, Nervi and Marcel Breuer. 
There is a difference between the two 





Designed by 


The Palazzetto dello Sport, Rome, designed by Pier Luigi Nervi 


for the 1960 Olympic Games. 


Annibale Vitellozzi, associate 


architect 
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schemes which is perhaps important. It 
will be recalled that each group com- 
prises two types of accommodation, a 
Secretariat and formal meeting chambers. 
The UN Secretariat with its simple, end- 
less regularity seems to suggest routine 
secretarial work, while the formal side 
of business has for its symbol a finite, 
formal monumental shape. The UNESCO 
Secretariat on the other hand is a great 
three-pronged curvilinear plan of striking 
formality in itself, dominating the great 
formal rectangular Assembly block in size, 
and not very comfortably related to it in 
form. This seems a much less satisfac- 
tory solution altogether. 


Return to Ornament 


In America four names one hears often 
these days are Saarinen, Rudolph, Stone 
and Yamasaki. Common ground among 
them has been their interest in developing 
a complex play of light and shade, often 
by the use of geometrical shapes and 
screens at small and medium scale. It 
is presumably inevitable that we will 
return towards ornament in the course 
of time, because architecture has seldom 
been without it for long, and since geo- 
metrical ornament is in a sense the easiest 
to create, it would be natural for it to 
develop first. It is this which most 
interests me as a trend in their current 
work. 

There is a somewhat peculiar tendency 
in both Rudolph and Yamasaki to play 
with Gothic character as a development 
of ornament, but it is difficult to believe 
that anything of importance for the future 
is to be found by working in this direc- 
tion; and perhaps there is an unhappy 
side to explorations of this kind in the 
way they attract imitation. It is true 
that today anyone with sufficient judg- 
ment and skill to identify a new avenue 
worthy of exploration deserves to have 
others join in the exploration; the 
important thing is for their followers to 
appreciate the difference between mere 
imitation and real advance. 

Mies van der Rohe is perhaps a more 
extreme example of the explorer. One 
wonders almost if he ought not to have 
been a scientist or a painter rather than 
an architect. for his work in this decade 
has been, above all, an experimental ex- 
ploration and refinement of a particular 
aspect of architecture, the expression of 
rectilinear structural systems. The 
sensory functions, those aspects which 
concern human comfort and pleasure, are 
much subordinated. As Medd has put 
it, he is concerned with appearance rather 
than performance and pursues rather 
relentlessly his aesthetic idea at the 
expense of balance and integration. The 
clean and elegant geometrical character 
of his design has unquestionably 
influenced beneficially many architects 
who have been at the same time less 
single-minded in their pursuit of some 
aspect of appearance. 


Nervi as Designer 


The great Italian engineer P. L. Nervi 
was in 1960 awarded the Royal Gold 
Medal for architecture, and perhaps he 
is thought of essentially as an architect. 
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In one way no doubt he is, and in another 
way perhaps not. He, like a few other 
structural engineers of today, discovered 
that he had a sense of beauty, and that 
this drew him on to design imaginatively, 
going beyond what he could compute to 
a stage where he depended much on 
judgment. As a structural engineer he 
designs structural systems of much 
beauty—as surely all structural engineers 
should be striving consciously to do. A 
distinction to draw between his work and 
the main body of architecture is not on 
the score of beauty but type of building. 
His work mainly concerns buildings 
which are essentially structural problems 
with simple plans, where an architect will 
regard his norm as buildings with a more 
complex balance of planning require- 
ments and numerous, often subtle, human 
needs. This is not to decry but to 
distinguish. 


Frank Lloyd Wright 


And finally Frank Lloyd Wright, who 
died in 1959, very elderly but still 
adventurous in design. His education was 
as an engineer and from this he derived 
an approach to structure which, like 
Nervi’s, was imaginative; and _ he 
frequently allowed a structural form to 
govern the design of buildings. He was 
accustomed to describe the results as 
‘organic,’ by which he meant the natural 
growth of a solution, especially of the 
structure, from the nature of the prob- 
lem. He understood and achieved inte- 
gration. Despite the similarity to Nervi 
in his approach to structure he was a true 
architect in his set of values, making man 
rather than form the central problem and 
all the gamut of an architect’s work. Like 
le Corbusier his work was not readily 
imitated and his influence has been per- 
haps mostly upon architectural ideas. 

One of his chief works in the decade 
was the Guggenheim Museum in New 


York. It is a pity in a sense, for it seems 
open to more criticism than many of his 
buildings. The viewing gallery is a con- 
tinuous five-storey spiral ramp around a 
central open space, and in this it reflects 
his approach to ‘the organic concept of 
structure’ as he might have put it. 
People go up by lift and descend helped 
by gravity. It was a debatable design in 
that it was a difficult place in which to 
hang pictures to start with and some sub- 
stantial modifications had to be made for 
this purpose. The lesser known theatre 
at Dallas is perhaps likely to be a better 
building on which to write ‘finis’ to his 
career. 


This man began active work in the late 
1880s, and from the outset he believed 
in his beloved ‘ organic’ approach. As he 
saw it, this embodied the idea of integra- 
tion; what differentiated him from those 
who today hold to this concept was the 
strength of his interest in and his com- 
mand of formal structural form, so that 
given a problem like the Guggenheim he 
preferred to solve it in the manner he did 
rather than in a way which might have 
been more conventional but more satis- 
factory for its purpose. 


Some Final Generalisations 


In what has been said thus far there 
has been an attempt to anticipate a view 
of the past ten years as they might per- 
haps be seen a generation hence. I have 
tried to identify what I have described as 
the high-road of development, by which 
I mean the central line of growth. based 
essentially upon integration, as distinct 
from the interesting experimental adven- 
tures, some of which have also been dis- 
cussed. The world and architecture 
itself would be far poorer without most 
of the latter, for all the fact that many 
may prove to lie off the main trail. 


In a last moment of reflection atten- 


US Science Pavilion to be erected for the ‘Century 21’ International Exposition 
to be held at Seattle in 1962. Minoru Yamasaki, architect 








tion might be directed to one or two 
generalisations. 

Some people in Britain compare the 
local scene with America and remark that 
we do not seem to have among our archi- 
tects the giants (as they seem from a 
distance) that they have there. This leads 
them to the presumption that we do not 
have a generation of great architects, 
while the Americans rather enviably have. 


British Social Architecture 


The comparison is greatly misleading 
and we should do what is necessary to 
correct it. Our achievements are different. 
We have created distinguished social 
architecture—schools, housing, town- 
planning—because this has been the basis 
of national endeavour. Compare this 
with similar work elsewhere for quantity 
and quality and Britain comes out well. 
America has its great figures, for it is the 
country of the individualist, the self-made 
man; but in Britain we have a different 
set of social objectives, and it leads to 
another type of achievement. It is rather 
a pity each cannot be balanced with the 
other, but that depends in the long run 
on our social values. 

What of other countries? 

Few approached the work either of 
Britain or America this past decade, and 
in some it almost seems there have been 
set-backs rather than forward movement. 
Others have blossomed in particular ways. 
South America, bursting into the modern 
world, displays today a dazzling combina- 
tion of structural technology and imagina- 
tion that may eventually mark the modern 
flowering of the Latin races. In Europe, 
le Corbusier apart, there are no giants 
nor are there the large British social pro- 
grammes, but instead numerous quiet. 
well-mannered, easy and natural contribu- 
tions to civilised life. Russia and her 
friends seem to have made it difficult for 
architects to play their normal role in her 
life, and perhaps they will come to regret 
this, for what they have been creating is 
unlikely to seem architecturally valuable 
to them or others in the future. The 
direction of the arts, as of science, 
towards solutions of a particular character 
merely disguises for the time being the 
real nature of things. China and Japan 
have entered the modern world too 
recently to be assessed, and the Common- 
wealth countries are only beginning to 
establish the personality and individual 
values which are necessary before archi- 
tecture of personality and value can be 
generally produced, though they are 
developing rapidly. 

In all this will perhaps be found a recol- 
lection of the argument advanced at the 
outset that architecture cannot be created 
except in the image of the society in 
which its architects are working. But 
what is then interesting above all else 
about the past ten years and makes them 
decisive is the fact now so evident that 
for the first time a relatively stable and 
clear concept of modern architecture has 
become established and popular, for this 
should betoken that society has entered 
an important new stage of its develop- 
ment. It is too soon to expect to interpret 
this accurately. 


(Concluded) 





Staff Restaurant 
and Coffee Bar 


DAVID ROCK, BARCH, ARIBA, and 


ROBERT SMART, DIPARCH, ARIBA, architects 


HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS (GT. 


BRITAIN) LTD., general contractors 


The initial brief given to the architect was 
to enliven the existing canteen for Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts in the basement of 
their headquarters building in St. James’s. 
Various schemes led to the final brief to 
replan and redesign the canteen and 
kitchen. The completed scheme provides 
a staff restaurant of 600 sq. ft., coffee bar 
330 sq. ft., kitchen 455 sq. ft., and lift hall 
230 sq. ft. Right, view away from coffee 
bar. Below, coffee bar from circular mural. 
Facing page: top, towards coffee bar; 
below, restaurant towards kitchen screen 
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THE FINAL DESIGN was approved in 
August, 1959, and the restaurant com- 
pleted early in December, 1959, the can- 
teen being closed for only three weeks. 
A coffee and tea area was formed for after 
lunch service, which ensures a quicker 
turn round at the tables. 


Walls are covered with vertical board- 
ing to screen untidy pilasters and pro- 
jections, and a mural is wound around an 
existing wall to form a more interesting 
common focus for the restaurant and 
coffee bar. The finishes are white pvc 
flooring, parana pine wall panelling with 
mirrors and orange Lionide in coffee 
area, and ribbed knuckle bone panelling 
around the lift shaft. Ceilings are parana 
pine board and slotted acoustic board. 
Lighting is recessed fluorescent tube, wall 
lights and spot lights. Forced air heat- 
ing and ventilation is installed. Free- 
standing screen to the kitchen is also a 
cupboard unit for cutlery, napkins and 
table service. 


Total floor area: 1,615 sq. ft. Initial 
estimate: £5,000; appro ate cost: 
£5,500; £3 8s. ld. per sq. ft., or 7s. 7d. 
per cu. ft. 





P+. 
p~& 
j 77 ’e 
Pal nt TT 
, os [* 
y) / | “tee 


/ 
hl wr Ay 
, J ~ 
%y 
" CH se 


KITCHEN 
Séavgyy— Le] COFFEE 


i] 








RESTAURANT Cc 


—. YA ; AREA 


























THE BUILDER January 13 1961 


1. large window in restaurant over- 

looking basement area. 2. restaurant 

from entrance door. 3. restaurant 

towards area-windows. 4. entrance 

door and circular mural painted by 
William Lane 


Staff Restaurant 
and Coffee Bar 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Joinery: Cubitts Joinery Dept.; decora- 
tions: Cubitts Paint Dept.; electrical, heating, 
ventilation & plumbing services: ESI Ltd.; 
lights & fittings; GEC, Merchant Adven- 
turers, Courtney Pope, Falke; floor & wall 
tiling: Armstrong Cork Co., Roberts Adlard 
(Watford); Lionide: Jas. Williamson & Sons 
Ltd.; ironmongery: Denis Waring & Co. Ltd.; 
metalwork: C. W. Goulding & Sons Ltd.; 
mirrors: Faulkner, Greene & Co. Ltd.; plaster: 
Jonathan James. 
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News of the Week 


Liverpool School Dinner 

SIR WILLIAM AND LADY HOLFORD will be 
the principal guests of the Liverpool 
School of Architecture Society at a 
dinner to be held in the Henry Florence 
Hall at the RIBA on Friday, February 
10 (7 for 7.30 p.m.). Tickets (price 30s. 
inclusive of sherry and table wines) may 
be obtained from the hon. secretary of 
the Society, Mr. Robert Shaw, at 1l 
Billing-place, London, SW10. All Liver- 
pool Schoo] people will be welcome. 


Royal Designers for Industry 

3IR BASIL SPENCE, OBE, TD, RA, ARSA, 
PPRIBA, Was presented at the Royal 
society of Arts’ headquarters on January 
5 with the society’s diploma of Royal 
Yesigner for Industry. The presentation 
was made by the chairman of the council, 
Vir. Oswald P. Milne, JP, FRIBA. The 
diploma was awarded to Sir Basil for his 
vork as a designer of exhibitions and for 
nterior design. Other diplomas were 
warded to Mr. Stanley Morison, for 
ypography and type design, and to Mr. 
\listair Morton, for his work as a de- 
signer of furnishing textiles. 


LCC Concert Hall Project 
\ SCHEME for the construction by the 
ondon County Council of a new medium- 
sized concert hall, which has been pre- 
pared under the direction of the Coun- 
cil’s chief architect, Mr. Hubert Bennett, 
FRIBA, is expected to be announced 
within the next few weeks. If the scheme 
is carried out, London’s need for a 
medium-sized concert hall should be met. 
According to present proposals, this 
small festival hall would be built on the 
site between Waterloo Bridge and the 
Royal Festival Hall, on the South Bank, 
where the Shot Tower now stands. The 
new building would contain two halls, 
one seating about 1,100 but adaptable for 
smaller audiences, and a hall to seat 250. 


Advanced Architectural Studies 

THE PROGRAMME for 1961 of the Institute 
of Advanced Architectural Studies, 
Micklegate, York, whose adviser is Mr. 


W. A. Allen, ARIBA, contains sixteen 
new courses out of a total of thirty. The 
new post-graduate advanced studies 
include ‘Services for Hospitals,’ 
‘Lessons of the New Towns,’ ‘ Traffic in 
Towns’ and two summer seminars. 
Among the courses for students is one on 
preparation for design. Details of all 
courses from the secretary. 


The Wages Settlement 


THE NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL met in 
London yesterday (January 12) and was 
expected to ratify the NFBTO’s accep- 
tance of the Employers’ offer of a wage 
increase of 6d. per hour accompanied 
by a reduction of the working week to 
42 hours from the present 44 hours— 
these changes to take effect on October 2. 

The Council was also expected to agree 
to proposals by the Employers that the 
total time for meals (to include tea 
breaks) be one hour per day, with the 
proviso that the lunch break be of not 
less than 30 minutes’ duration. 


Library Group Meeting 


THE NEXT meeting of the RIBA Library 
Group will take place on Thursday, 
January 19, at 6 p.m., at 66 Portland- 
place, London, Wl, when Dr. Arnold 
Noach will introduce an evening on 
Guarino Guarini, architect and mathema- 
tician, 1624-1683. 


Portland Cement Price Increase 


THE CEMENT MAKERS’ FEDERAT:ON has 
announced that, owing to increased costs, 
especially on wages, transport, and 
power, the prices for Portland cement in 
the UK have been increased by 2s. a ton 
with effect from January 11. 


Oxford Roads Inquiry Findings 


SIR FREDERICK ARMER, Chairman of the 
Oxford roads inquiry, is to present his 
findings to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government during the next two 
or three weeks. He has recently com- 
pleted a two-day tour of the city. 


NFBTE Annual Dinner and Meeting 


THE ANNUAL DINNER Of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
will take place at Grosvenor House, 
London, W1, on February 7. The presi- 
dent, Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, 
will propose the toast of Her Majesty’s 
Government, and the Rt. Hon. Lord John 
Hope, Minister of Works, will respond. 
The toast of the Guests will be proposed 
by Mr. Frank Russon, FIOB, and Sir 
William Holford, MA, president RIBA, 
will reply. The Federation’s annual 
general meeting will be held at the RIBA, 
66 Portland-place, London, W1, on the 
following day. 


Sir Richard Coppock to Retire 


SIR RICHARD COPPOCK, aged 75, general 
secretary of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, has decided 
to retire after 50 years as a trade union 
official. He has been with the federation 
for 40 years. Sir Richard’s retirement 
takes effect in June, when election for 
the general secretaryship takes place. 


Professional 
Announcements 


MR. FRANK E. MOORE, LRIBA, has relinquished 
his appointment as chief architect to John 
Holt Overseas Ltd., Liverpool, and has com- 
menced practice on his own account at 92 
Church-road, Bebington, Cheshire, where he 
will be pleased to receive trade literature 
and samples. 


MR. D. BRACEY COOK, ARICS, is discontinuing 
his partnership with MESSRS. WOOD AND WEIR 
by mutual consent and, on February l, is 
entering into partnership with MR. R. Jj. 
BUTLER. The new firm will practise under 
the style of COOK AND BUTLER, chartered 
quantity surveyors, at 207 Regent-street, 
London, W1. The practice of Wood and Weir 
will be continued by the remaining partners, 
MR. ALAN B. WOOD, FRICS, and MR. A. ROBERT 
WEIR, FRICS. 


MR. SYDNEY SHINE, ARICS, chartered quan- 
tity surveyor, has relinquished his associa- 
tion with MESSRS. AINSLEY and commenced 
in private practice at 2 Southampton-place, 
London, WC1 (tel.: HOLborn 5052/3). 

MR. E, L. BOUTTELL, FRICS, and MR. M. E. C. 
HUNT, ARICS, have entered into partnership 
as from January 1, 1961, and are practising 
under the style of Bouttell & Hunt, char- 
tered quantity surveyors, from 163 High-rd., 
Wood Green, N22 (tel.: Bowes Park 1781). 












































Two perspectives of the winning design in the competition, open to architects and students of architecture in the Republic 
of Ireland and in Northern Ireland, for an hotel unit consisting of a double bedroom, bathroom and a living room convertible 


as an extra bedroom. 


The first prize (125 gns.) was won by Mr. Matthew J]. Barry, of Michael Scott and Associates. 


The 


competition was sponsored by Bowaters Irish Wallboard Mills, of Athy, County Kildare, and a condition was the use of Bowater 


hardboard in both structural and decorative applications and 


in the design of built-in furniture and fitments. 


The drawings 


show the hotel bedroom (left) and the convertible living room (right) 











Aerial view of competition site which extends from the south-west side of 
Vauxhall Bridge-road to Charlwood-street on the north-west 


Competition News 





Westminster Housing 


AS BRIEFLY REPORTED in ‘ The Builder’ of 
December 30 the Westminster City 
Council invites registered architects to 
submit designs in competition for the 
Lillington-street, Westminster, Housing 
Scheme. The site comprises an area of 
about 12.2 acres on the south-west side 
of Vauxhall Bridge-road, extending to 
Charlwood-street on the north-west, 
Tachbrook-street on the south-west, and 
Rampayne-street on the south-east. 
Adjacent to this area is another site to 
the north-west of Charlwood-street, 
bounded by Vauxhali Bridge-road, 
Warwick-way and  Tachbrook-street, 
which is to be dealt with by the 
promoters. The competition area and 
the area adjacent to it are intended to 
form a single housing area with ancillary 
buildings planned comprehensively. 

Whilst the competition area should be 
capable of redevelopment as a single unit, 
it should be planned in such a way as to 
be capable of extension to include the 
second area. The documents supplied 
with the conditions will include a site 
plan which shows the existing streets, 
street widenings, existing buildings to be 
retained, ground levels, approximate posi- 
tions of trees over 30 ft. high, positions 
and depths of sewers, and particulars of 
main gas, water and electricity services 
to be retained. It should be noted that 
in preparing the layout plan, competitors 
shall treat existing streets within the site 
as closed, subject to access being afforded 
to existing buildings. 

The competition area contains in the 
main three- and four-storey dwelling 


houses and is due for development. There 
are a few cleared sites, especially to the 
north and sporadic shopping exists with 
a minor concentration at Moreton-street. 





The second site, that to be developed by 
the promoters, contains similar proper- 
ties and extends into a main shopping 
centre to the north-west of the competi- 
tion area. No proposals for the develop- 
ment of this section are to be shown. It 
may be assumed, however, that when sec- 
tion two proceeds, Charlwood-street will 
be closed as a public highway and 
incorporated within the comprehensive 
area. Competitors’ layouts for the com- 
petition area should be prepared with this 
in mind. The existing church and school 
of St, John-the-Less are to remain. 

Most of the buildings in the area are 
fully occupied so that housing and demoli- 
tion will proceed in a sequence to allow 
reasonable progress. The average density 
of the whole area shall not be more than 
200 persons per acre, although this may 
be raised in some parts and lowered in 
others. No limit is made to the height 
of dwelling blocks by the promoters. 

The schedule of accommodation in- 
cludes housing (including special pro- 
vision for old people), shops, service 
roads, car parking, playgrounds, a trans- 
former station, public houses and a 
tenants’ estate hall. 

The assessor is Mr. Philip Powell, OBE, 
FRIBA, who will confer with Mr. E. J. 
Edwards, FRIBA, FRICS, Director of 
Housing, City of Westminster, during the 
progress of the competition. The author 
of the design placed first will receive a 
premium of 1,500 gns. and a further sum 
of 1,500 gns. will be divided appropriately 
among the author of design placed second 
and the authors of not less than one, nor 
more than four, of the other designs 
placed next in order of merit. 

Designs should be forwarded to the 
Town Clerk, Westminster City Hall, 
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Charing Cross-road, London, WC2, from 
whom Conditions may be obtained on 
receipt of a returnable deposit of £3 3s. 
The closing date for the submission of 
entries is July 10, and the final date for 
the receipt of questions is February 3. 


Coming Events 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
BUILDING SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTE (REGION NO. 
2).—Illustrated lecture on: ‘The Engineer's 
Approach to the City of Birmingham’s 
Reconstruction,’ by Mr. D. M. Wood. Birm- 
ingham Exchange & Engineering Centre, 
Stephenson-pl., Birmingham. 7 p.m. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS DISCUSSION CLUB 
(LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT CENTRE).—Informal 
joint meeting with local branch of RICS. 
Bradford Hotel, Tithebarn-st., Liverpool. 
7 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—A Civil 
Engineer and Town Planning,’ by Mr. S. G. 
Wardley. Gt. George-st., SWl. 5.30 p.m. 
HOUSING CENTRE TRUST.— Introspective 
Housing,” by Mr. A. W. Cleeve Barr, 13 
Suffolk-st., SW1l. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Forum 3: * Floor 
Finishes for Hospitals.’ 26 Store-st., WCl. 

p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — Informal 
illustrated talk: ‘The Rehabilitation of 
Streets,’ by Prof. Misha Black. 34-36 Bed- 
ford-sq., WCl. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
(YORKSHIRE BRANCH).—‘ Research for the Con- 
crete Industry,’ by Mr. A. R. Collins. Metro- 
pole Hotel, King-st., Leeds. 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 


COMBUSTION ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION 
(WESTERN REGION).—Meeting. Park Hotel, 
Cardiff. 10.30 a.m. 


_ k1BA.—Library Group meeting: Introduc- 
tion by Dr. A. Noach to an evening on 


Guarino Guarini, architect and mathe- 
— 1624-1683. 66 Portland-pl., W1. 
p.m. 


SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—Road and 
Building Materials Group: ‘ Problems Asso- 
ciated with Research on Aggregates.’ By Mr. 

P. R. Jordan. 14 Belgrave-sq., SWI. 
6 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Talk: ‘ The 
Aims and Activities of BASA.’ 34-36 Bed- 
ford-sq., WCl. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS DISCUSSION CLUB.— 
“Recent Developments in Timber Structures,’ 
by Mr. H. Richardson. 48 Bedford-sq., WCl. 
6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS DISCUSSION CLUB 


(NEWCASTLE & DISTRICT CENTRE).—‘ Glue 
Lamination,’ by Mr. W. A. Chugg. King’s 
Head Hotel, Northgate, Darlington. 7.15 


p.m. 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 
BIRMINGHAM & FIVE COUNTIES ARCHITEC- 
TURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual dinner and 
dance. Grand Hotel. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of January 12, 1861 


FRENCH INGENUITY.—Mussel _ shell-fish 
fasten themselves to piers with a material 
resembling coarse silk, which resists the 
force of the most powerful waves. The 
French engineers at Cherbourg have 
availed themselves of this faculty of the 
mussel to bind their great breakwaters. 
These consist of loose masses of stone; 
and on them are planted several tons of 
this shell-fish, that they may bind all 
firmly together with their strong cordage. 
In this, it is said, they have succeeded. 
It reminds us of the long-rooted and 
spreading grass with which, in Holland, 
shifting sands are fixed: the same thing 
is done in some place’ on the east coast 
of Scotland. 
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More Everyday Things 
BY ARTHUR W., KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 
24. Site ‘ Visitors’ 


pocs have always been the friends of man. 
Sometimes they have been camp followers, 
perhaps for the food they get, but more 
likely for the love of human company. It 
is not surprising, therefore, to find a dog 
so often attached to a building site whilst 
work is in operation. 

I have known many ‘site dogs’; they 
never belong to anyone on the site. They 
just arrive one day quite early in the pro- 
gress of the contract and they stay until 
it is finished. They do not attach them- 
selves to any particular individual and 
oftener than not, the owner is never 
known. They are peaceful creatures, these 
site dogs; never vicious but never friendly 
and they show no favours. They make 
no pretence of being watch dogs and they 
play no special role: they just come 
because they like being among the 
activity of it all. They do not stay on 
the site overnight. They have their hours 
like the rest of us. They arrive first thing 
in the morning when the men arrive to 
start work and they leave with the men 
and go their own way home. 

One dog I knew on a country job, a 
big black retriever, used to come from 
the nearest small town which was about 
five miles away from the site. On nearing 
home he might get a lift in a milkman’s 
float, but this was not to be relied upon. 
He never missed a working day but he 
staved at home on Sundays. A brown 


terrier I used to know would stay round 
the foreman’s hut and could always be 
counted upon to receive visitors, whilst a 
small white smooth-haired terrier I once 
knew made a shakedown among the 
shavings in the carpenter’s shop which he 
preferred to the outdoor life of the site. 

A dog of my own some years ago 
always went on jobs with me and he 

















would leave no part of the site unvisited. 
He would go from room to room, up- 
stairs, along planks—a thorough inspec- 
tion, no less, was his routine, and more- 
over he would bark at any men who 
appeared to him to be loitering. He 


Guildford Housing Pressure 
High Flats or Houses in Green Belt? 


WHAT MAY WELL turn out to be a test 
case as to whether Guildford is to build 
upwards or outwards in its future housing 
development, was the inquiry on Decem- 
ber 15 into Guildford Town Council’s 
outline planning applications to build two 
ll-storey blocks of 40 one-bedroom 
council flats, each with four penthouses, 
at the Mount and Bishops Croft, Mount 
Pleasant, Guildford. The applications 
had been referred to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government for 
decision and the inquiry was conducted 
by Mr. W. A. Devereux, FRIBA, AADipIl. 
MR. JOHN LESLIE, deputy town clerk, 
told the Inspector that if the local hous- 
ing problem could not be solved by 
intensive central development, the Cor- 
poration would have to go back to the 
planning authority and see if the open 
areas on the town’s outskirts, which they 
agreed should come into the green belt, 
could be developed. If the County 
Council’s proposals to extend the green 
belt were approved, Guildford would be 
entirely surrounded by it. They did not 
question this, but they had to find ways 
of meeting the local housing problem. 
At the beginning of 1960 there were 
plots for only 350 more council houses 
and about 180 private houses, some of 
which were developed now, and by 1962 
they will all have been completed. In 


March, 1959, there were 2,659 applica- 
tions on the Council’s housing list which 
had been pruned down to 800 applicants 
to whom they owed an absolute obliga- 
tion to house. They had about 50 fresh 
applications each month and they also 
had a slum clearance programme in which 
400 families had to be re-housed in the 
next five years and another 150 in the 
following five. It was obvious that some 
new housing must be done. 

There was also the much wider aspect 
of the relief of the pressure of building in 
the green belt by development in rural 
towns, Mr. Leslie emphasised. Guildford 
could only help it if it was given some way 
to solve its own housing problem. They 
had to look to the future. Guildford 
could not become a museum piece: it 
had to change by the successful planning 
of the old and the new. 

About 10 local objectors were present 
or were represented and they described 
the proposed blocks of flats as * monstrosi- 
ties,” ‘juggernauts’ and ‘entirely out of 
character with the old attractive area of 
Guildford." 

Among those supporting the Council's 
case were Mr. R. Duncan Scott, FRIBA, 
AADipIl, of Scott, Brownrigg and Turner, 
who had planned the new development, 
and Mr. Philip Allen Deane. ARIBA, 
AMTPI, assistant county planning officer. 
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always topped off the visit with a swim 
in an artificial lake and would come back 
shaking with joy and pleasure. He had 
had a wonderful time and in return was 
willing to wait as patiently as you please 
until I was ready to go home. He would 
have no truck at all with the men, 
although they were mostly fond of 
animals and invariably kind to them. 


Dogs are not the only visitors from the 
animal kingdom who visit our sites. There 
was once a jackdaw I knew who stayed 
in the same place all day and spoke to 
you as you passed, whilst on a church 
tower I was once building four pigeons 
would arrive as soon as the men climbed 
on to the scaffold and remained strutting 
there all day. The men, of course, used 
to feed them. They stayed throughout 
the whole building operation as the 
tower rose in height until they finally 
settled on the top of the surmounting 
cross, then flew away never to return. 


I am sure there must be a volume to 
be written about these strange but wel- 
come visitors to our building sites, and 
it would be interesting to know just how 
many species it would contain. 


The Mapping of Britain 


Resurvey of Major Towns Continues 


IN HiS INTRODUCTION to the annual re- 
port of the Ordnance Survey for 1959-60 
the Director-General draws attention to 
the greatly increased demand for maps 
and plans at all scales, in particular the 
well-known one inch to one mile series, 
sales of which increased by 30 per cent 
over the previous year's figures. Of par- 
ticular interest to motorists is the decision 
to incorporate all new motorways and 
major road improvements whenever a map 
is reprinted, instead of waiting until the 
sheet is due for complete revision. 


The main effort of the surveyors is still 
devoted to the resurvey of the major 
towns for the producton of plans at the 
scale of fifty inches to the mile. Some 
29,000 out of a total programme of 43,000 
new plans have been published at this 
scale since 1945, and as the task nears 
completion, resources are being switched 
to the overhaul of the pre-war twenty-five 
inches to the mile plans which cover rural 
areas. This programme involves produc- 
tion of about 180,000 plan units each 
measuring one square kilometre, and it 
is likely to take a further twenty years to 
complete. 


In the section dealing with field sur 
veys mention is made of the increasing 
use of air survey methods and of elec- 
tronic measuring and computing devices. 
The extent to which developments of this 
nature are speeding up the work of the 
surveyors is illustrated by the description 
of a particular type of computation which 
would take about 500 man-days using 
desx calculators but which, using the 
‘Deuce’ electronic computer, is now 
completed in four hours. 


The Ordnance Survey Annual Report 
1959-60 may be obtained, price 8s.. from 
HM Stationery Office. 
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National Cultural Centre at Washington, DC 
Five Theatres Encircling a Grand Salon Under One Roof 


vere sonar 





Artist’s impression of the National Cultural Centre as viewed from the Washington shore of the Potomac River looking across 
towards Virginia. New Hampshire-avenue is shown on the right terminating in the north plaza 


COLONADE OF THE NATIONS NO LONGER will it be necessary in the 
oe United States to hold a formal reception 
a: “sx for Queen Elizabeth in an armoury. The 


new Cultural Centre soon to be built in 
Washington, DC, will provide a- great 
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sulting architect, who was the designer of 
the US Chancellery at New Delhi and of 
the United States Pavilion at the Inter- 
national Exhibition held at Brussels, the 
National Cultural Centre will meet a need 
which has existed in Washington for a 
hundred years. L. Corrin Strong is the 
vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees 
and Robert W. Dowling is the chairman 
of the Advisory Committee on the Arts. 


The land set aside by Congress for the 
project creates a site of approximately 10 
acres and the building itself will be con- 
structed on the shores of the Potomac 
Ste, ( ; River. An opera house, a concert hall 
hun fT 1 ; and a theatre will be the principal facili- 
c* Tenmace’ ane” aecer™ ties. Also included in the plans are two 
— smaller auditoria, one to seat 400 to 
500, and one to seat 800 to 1,000, which 
co ae =. can be used for chamber music, lectures 
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and poetry recitals. All these will be 
placed in one building. All lobbies, 
refreshment facilities, foyers, checkrooms, 
etc., will be combined in one great hall, 


The first terrace, 


of Milan and Rome. 

The grand salon will open directly to 
the two terraces overlooking the river. 
adjoining 


the grand 
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provide a proper setting for musical pre- 
sentations. It will be equipped with the 
very latest electronic sound devices and 
choral groups, choirs and glee clubs will 





The Centre as viewed from the Potomac’s Virginia shore 





The rotunda, a grand salon serving as a 
focal point of the Centre 


some 1,800 ft. in diameter. This hall, or 
grand salon, is of sufficient size to be used 
for presidential balls and other formal 
receptions. Facing the terrace overlook- 
ing the Potomac, the hall will be suitable 
for band concerts in the summer, which 
are presently enjoyed nightly by thou- 
sands of residents. 

Under the plan, New Hampshire-avenue 
in Washington will terminate in a huge 
circular plaza, some 300 ft. across, or 
slightly smaller than the Place Vendome 
in Paris. A second circular plaza to 
the south-east will provide attractive 
entrance facilities for traffic approaching 
from the south. The grand salon will be 
reached by diagonal corridors from the 
two circular plazas. These corridors will 
rise to the full height of the building, or 
about 75 ft.. and will be lighted from 
above in the manner of the great arcades 


Impression of the theatre 





salon, will provide a covered area for 
dining and serving of refreshments. This 
covered terrace will connect by spacious 
stairways to a lower open-air terrace lead- 
ing down to the water’s edge. Under the 
entire building, reached by ramps from 
the circular plazas, will be parking facili- 
ties for 1,000 cars. Escalators and ele- 
vators from the parking area will run 
directly to the grand salon above. 

With its spacious staircase entrance 
from the grand salon, the opera house will 
provide a majestic setting for full-scale 
performances of the great operas of the 
world. Seating between 3,500 and 4,000 
persons, the opera house will offer per- 
formances by the leading American com- 
panies, as well as those from Rome, Lon- 
don, Paris, Berlin, Vienna and other Euro- 
pean capitals. Stage, lighting, acoustic 
and technical facilities will be of the 
latest design and will make possible flaw- 
less productions which can be broadcast 
nationally on television and radio. 

Located on the left of the opera house, 
with entrances both from the grand 
salon and from the diagonal passageway 
that faces the New Hampshire-avenue 
plaza, the concert hall, seating 3,000, will 


View from the New Hampshire-avenue plaza 


be presented from home and abroad. The 
playhouse is situated to the right of the 
opera house and will be entered from a 
wide circular staircase which rises grace- 
fully from the grand salon. 


The theatre will have a flexible seat- 
ing arrangement with capacities ranging 
from 1,000 to 1,800 seats. This will be 
achieved by entering the theatre from 
the sides so that the rear of the audi- 
torium can be closed off when smaller 
audiences for certain types of drama are 
more desirable. 


Mr. Stone, the consulting architect, by 
designing the opera house, concert hall, 
playhouse and the two auditoria under 
one roof, has created a great hall with a 
dome-like ceiling which will be known 
as the grand salon. Opening off this is 
a large and beautiful terrace bordering 
the Potomac River and overlooking two 
lighted fountains, throwing high into the 
air sprays from the river itself. 

This salon will, of course, provide a re- 
ception and ball room that may be used 
on official and special occasions and hold 
as many as 6,000 persons. 


JOHN WARREN GILES. 


Redevelopment at Chichester 


Sir Hugh Casson’s 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has given his assent to Sir 
Hugh Casson’s imaginative redevelop- 
ment plan for the High-street and George- 
street area of Somerstown, Chichester’s 
‘near-slum’ area. 

At a public inquiry in July, Sir Hugh 
outlined his plan to replace Somerstown 
over an area of 84 acres with a new ‘ May- 
fair,” which would blend with the tradi- 
tional character of the City. 

The plan envisaged between 130 and 
160 dwelling units—flats, terraced 
houses, and detached houses—attractively 
landscaped with green vistas, trees, and 
old brick and flint garden walls. ‘ There 
would be little walks through walls, and 
people disappearing round corners, the. 

‘ A 





Pew . 


Scheme Approved 


whole pedestrian network being done 
with an eye to some mystery.’ 

A shopping centre is to be included 
among the wide variety of houses, and 
every flat and house will have a garage 
so that cars will not be parked on the 
roads. ‘ 

Sir Hugh’s idea is that the new 
Somerstown should appeal to all grades 
of income—‘ to people who are looking 
for more than just a roof over their 
heads.’ Two public houses—the Bell and 
the Rainbow—are to remain, after owners 
have undertaken to bring them up to 
the required architectural standards. 

Chichester City Council’s first move 
will now be to find accommodation for 
133 families now living in Somerstown. 
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Two London Exhibitions 


‘Landscape for Living’; Pottery on Show 


FOR REASONS only one of which I attempt 
to explore here, this exhibition by the 
Institute of Landscape Architects in 
association with the Arts Council (at the 
latter’s gallery until February 4) succeeds 
more evidently than some analogous ones 
about ‘ hard’ architecture (to coin a dis- 
tinction). The approach is that made 
familiar by, notably, the RIBA and the 
display is, I understand, to travel, which 
accounts for a certain trite and 
‘ packaged’ flavour both as regards for- 
mat and captioning, some of which might 
otherwise seem to smack of potted do- 
goodery. 

In the circumstances, however, this is 
to the good: what I am tempted to ex- 
plore is why it seems valid to show the 
landscape architect’s work in purely 
objective photographic elevation, while 
one has increasingly grave misgivings 
about the same treatment for the ‘ hard’ 
variety. The former is by no means mere 
cosmetics, and one needs to know almost 
as much about the plan, practical prob- 
lems and economics to judge. Is it per- 
haps that people are sounder instinctive 
judges of a ‘ good’ place than a ‘ good’ 
building, that the former needs less 
explaining, or that there is more public 
confidence in what those notorious old 
squares, Father Time and Mother Nature, 
will do with the result? 

Certainly there is little that any reason- 
able layman will object to in the exhibi- 
tion, and much that he must applaud, 
covering as it does Gardens, Industry and 
Power, Housing, Roads, Sewage Dis- 
posal, Education, Recreation, Quarries 
and Reclamation—all things about which, 
by common consent, something must 
quickly be done (though, of course, by 
somebody else!) As a sampler of the 
landscape architect’s proper fields, this 
is a good (if, in places, rather inferential) 


Roundabout on By-pass, Ashford, Kent 


indication of where, and how, he can be 
useful—and whose responsibility it is to 
make him so. 


Pottery on Show 


A visit to St. James’s-square could use- 
fully combine the Bernard Leach exhibi- 
tion, celebrating the completion of a half- 
century’s work by this still pre-eminent 
potter. It reflects, among other things, 
a particularly sensitive selection by the 
potter himself, is admirably mounted in 
appropriately Japanese taste, and gains 
enormously by the inclusion of Leach’s 
own drawings: a timely reminder of one 
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Pottery by Bernard Leach 


of the unswerving strongholds against 
increasing commercialisation. 
BASIL MARRIOTT. 


House-Building in 1961 


Advance in Private Sector Expected to Continue 


SPEAKING at the annual general meeting 
of the Federation of Registered House- 
Builders in London on January 5, the 
retiring President, MR. E. R. BOWYER, OBE, 
made the following comments on the 
house-building programme in 1961: 
‘The demand for new construction in 
both the public and the private sectors of 
the house-building industry will be at 
least as high in 1961 as during the past 
year. There is no indication of a fall in 
demand for new private houses and we 
expect that the number of houses built 
by private builders will continue to 
advance and make up an ever-increasing 
proportion of the total housing pro- 
gramme. Private house-builders can 
approach the New Year with optimism. 
The desire for home-ownership is still 
vital and compelling in the hearts of 
British people. Our job is to see that 
that desire is met honestly and fairly and 


























that the undoubted benefits accruing 
from the ownership of a soundly built 
home are made available to as many as 
possible as soon as possible. 

‘Looking further ahead, our main 
problem, land for housing, wil not get 
any easier as time goes by. This means 
that planning must take fully into 
account the housing needs of those for 
whom the plans are made. 

‘Also looking further ahead, we must 
uphold our position as leaders in improv- 
ing standards of design and construction 
in private housing. The market is at 
present good. We would like to ensure 
that it is sustained. To do this we must 
get and hold public confidence in the 
quality and appearance of our products. 
The Federation has done a great deal in 
this matter already and our efforts in this 
direction have earned us the good will 
of the Government, as witness the con- 
tinued support and interest shown by 
successive Ministers of Housing in the 
work of the Federation.’ 


Officers for 1961 


The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Mr. H. Ford 
(Birmingham); Senior Vice-President, 
Mr. J. L. Rawsthorne, FIOB, (Wallasey); 
Junior Vice-President, Mr. D. C. W. 
Piercy (London); Immediate Past-Presi- 
dent, Mr. E. R. Bowyer, OBE, JP, FIOB. 
(Slough). 


Farm Buildings Design 


A RECENT PUBLICATION from the Univer- 
sity of Nottingham, Department of Agri- 
cultural Economics, gives the results of 
a brief investigation of the problems of 
design of buildings for the housing of 
dairy cows. ‘New Housing for Dairy 
Cows in the East Midlands’ is a technical 
and economic survey available, price 
10s. 6d., from the University of Notting- 
ham School of Agriculture, St. Michael’s 
House, Sutton Bonington, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire. 
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New Work for Private Architects 
RIBA Report Shows Encouraging Trend in Third Quarter, 1960 


THE RIBA reports that the value of new 
work commissioned of private architects 
in the third quarter of 1960 was about the 
same as in the previous quarter, and 
nearly one quarter above the level of a 
year earlier. Offices in London and 
Middlesex, the Midlands and the North 
Western regions showed a decrease in 
new work compared with both the second 
quarter of 1960 and the third quarter of 
1959. 

Parallel with this, new commissions for 
the larger firms employing ten or more 
architectural staff fell by one third com- 
pared with the second quarter. The small 
firms (those employing between one and 
five architectural staff) did rather better, 
however, benefiting from an increase in 
new commissions for private housing. 

New commissions for private owners 
and developers in the third quarter of 
1960 were at about the same level as in 
the previous quarter, but were still about 


20 per cent greater than in the corres- 
ponding quarter of the previous year. 
Commissions for both industrial build- 
ings and offices and banks showed a fall 
compared with the second quarter, but 
this was balanced by an increase in 
private housing and other commercial 
and miscellaneous building. 

New commissions for public authori- 
ties in the third quarter of 1960 were sub- 
stantially higher than a year earlier, due 
mainly to an increase in housing. It 
should be noted, however, that increases 
in particular building types for public 
authorities may reflect only the general 
pressure of work on local authority archi- 
tects’ departments which has led them to 
put out an increased volume of work to 
private architects. 

Taking the work of all firms in the 
sample, the ratio of projects cancelled or 
postponed to new commissions received 
in the third quarter, in value terms, was 











TABLE 1.—ESTIMATED VALUE OF NEW WORK FOR WHICH PRIVATE 
ARCHITECTS WERE APPOINTED 
Change over | Change over Change over | Change over 
1959 previous | same quarter | 1960 previous | same quarter 
quarter of 1958 | quarter | of 1959 

Period £m. % % £m. | % % 
First QUARTER... 267 oe =a he ae | +35 
SECOND QUARTER ... 222 17 -—2 271 —25 +22 
THIRD QUARTER... 225 1 + 60 276 + 2 | +23 
FOURTH QUARTER ... 270 +20 +42 a _ | —- 


TABLE 2.—NEW COMMISSIONS FOR PRIVATE ARCHITECTS ANALYSED BY 
TYPE OF BUILDING 
(£ million) 

















1959 | 1960 
Type of Building = Se See eee ee es a 
| First | Second Third | Fourth || First | Second. Third 
| quarter | quarter | quarter | quarter i quarter | quarter | quarter 
New HOusIinc : | 
For fublic authorities... yw! 2 3 | #13 || aw | 49 33 
For private owners and developers 77 57 68 | 74 } 108 | 54 67 
94 85 81 87 126 71 | 100 
| 
OTHER NEw BUILDINGS : | | 
Private industrial building 46 32 30, CO; Ss | 54 54 | 36 
Private offices and banks ...__... | 21 14 IS | 31 \| 20 =| 37 24 
Other commercial and miscel- } | 
laneous buildings for private | | | 
clients 63 37 41 38 54 46 57 
Educational (public ‘and private) 26 34 23. CO 27 56 31 27 
Other buildings for ee 
authorities... .. 17 20 35 32 51 32 32 
TotaL, New COMMISSIONS... ... | 267 222 225 | “270~«||~—«361 O11 va 276 
For public authorities ‘ 53 65 61 61 110 — | 72 80 
For private owners and developers 214 157 164 209 251 199 196 


TABLE 3.—NEW COMMISSIONS FOR PRIVATE ARCHITECTS ANALYSED BY 




















REGION, BASED ON THE LOCATION OF THE ARCHITECT’S OFFIC? 
(£ million) 
1959 | 1960 
' 
Region —— ———— ——__—_—_ —— 
| First Second Third Fourth First | Second Third 
} quarter quarter | quarter _ quarter | quarter quarter | quarter 
a ———— EE — | - ———EEE 
London and Middlesex x wal fae 79 102 193 | 128 114 | 101 
Home Counties ... a a a 21 | 33 59 28 40 
South Western ... 14 14 | if 244 CO it 22 
Midlands ... one eae eon one 27. | a CO 31 | 39 41 27 
ee | _ 4 ar Ct y- a 30 38. CO a (| 35 
North Western ...  ...  «.- | | = ft ae a a 42 =| 19 19 
Torat, ENGLAND ee 193 213 238 || 330 | 235 | 244 
GORURAM ace kee tt I 25 23 7 26 22 | 28 27 
Torat, Great Britain (inc. Wales)| 267 | 222 225 270 =«||~—«(361 271 216 











65 


1:14, as against 1:10 in the previous 
quarter. There were about equal numbers 
of cancellations and _  postponements. 
Financial reasons accounted for one 
seventh of the value of projects aban- 
doned or postponed, less than in the 
second quarter; difficulties over the site 
and in obtaining planning permission 
were responsible for about two fifths. 
Other reasons given varied from the 
death of the client to the projects being 
placed elsewhere for an_ unspecified 
reason. The smaller firms suffered rela- 
tively more from postponements or can- 
cellations than did the large firms. 


Regional Analysis 


Table 3 shows how new work com- 
missioned of private architects was dis- 
tributed according to the regional loca- 
tion of the architect’s office. 

In the third quarter the value of new 
commissions in the London and Middle- 
sex region fell below the level in the pre- 
vious quarter and were also lower than 
a year earlier, as were those for the North 
Western region. The rest of England 
showed an increase over the level in the 
second quarter, and over the third 
quarter of a year earlier. The South 
Western and North Western regions both 
did particularly well. 

The value of new work in Scotland was 
maintained at about the same level as in 
the second quarter, and was above that 
of a year earlier. 


Obituary 


S. W. Cranfield, TD, FRIBA 


THE DEATH occurred on January 9, at his 
home, The Old Vicarage, Hernhill, 
near Faversham, Kent, of Lieut.-Col. 
Sydney White Cranfield, TD, FRIBA 
(retd.). He was 91. He began his archi- 
tectural education by being articled to 
W. J. Hardcastle, FRIBA, and was after- 
wards in the office of E. W. Mountford. 
After the first war he was architect to 
Middlesex Territorial Army Association, 
and also to the Small Dwellings Co. His 
works include private houses and busi- 
ness premises in London and the Home 
Counties. 


John Sinton Hogg, ARIBA 


MR. JOHN SINTON HOGG, ARIBA, deputy 
county architect for Northumberland 
since 1952, and a member of the county 
council architect’s department's staff for 
over 20 years, died on December 20 at the 
age of 53. 


Frank Abbey, LRIBA 


DEATH OCCURRED on December 28 at 
the age of 91 of Mr. Frank Abbey, 
LRIBA. Prior to his retirement seven 
years ago, he was principal of the Hud- 
dersfreld firm of architects, Abbey and 
Hanson. 


THE 


FRICS 

REGRET TO RECORD the death of Mr. 
Kenneth George Barber, FRICS, char- 
tered quantity surveyor, of Purley, 
Surrey. Mr. Barber, who was in practice 
on his own account, was 49. 


Kenneth George Barber, 


WE 
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Town Planning Institute Examinations 


Examiners’ Comments on Part Il Final, 1960 


THE PART TWO FINAL EXAMINATION of the 
Town Planning Institute for 1960 was 
held from March 14 to 18. Following are 
the examiners’ comments on the results. 

Historical Development of Planning.— 
The general standard of the papers was 
neither better nor worse than those of 
previous years. There was no evidence 
of any serious or original study of his- 
tory, most of the results being simply the 
product of reasonably conscientious 
reading of the standard textbooks. There 
were fewer howlers than usual, but two 
deserve mention: (i) ‘In the three field 
system of farming, one field would be 
fallow, one would be planted with corn, 
and the third with wheat.’ (ii) ‘ The great 
Roman architect Vesuvius... .’ 

Outlines of Social and Economic 
Organisation.—As usual, most candidates 
avoided the statistical question, although 
it asked only for a simple calculation of 
trend; many of those who did it limited 
themselves to drawing or describing it as 
a straight line during the first and last 
value of the series. Since most of the 
candidates must have discussed or would 
in due course have to discuss trends, this 
question should not have proved diffi- 
cult. 

Some of the candidates at the lower 
end show little or no sign of having read 
the named or alternative text books, or if 
they had, to see the point of the ques- 
tions, some of which arose out of topics 
which had been matters of public discus- 
sion during the year. 

Town Planning Practice——The general 
standard of the papers submitted was 
encouragingly high. There were 
numerous good answers to all the ques- 
tions set, and most candidates had 
obviously worked hard to prepare them- 
selves. No serious gaps of knowledge or 
understanding in relation to particular 
aspects of the subject were prevalent. 
Unfortunately one or other of two faults 
did seriously mar the papers of a dis- 
quietingly large proportion of candidates. 
Those were irrelevance and inadequacy. 


Unread Questions 


Most of the questions set admitted of 
a broad treatment, and could legitimately 
be tackled from a variety of angles, but 
in far too many cases it appeared that 
candidates had failed to read the ques- 
tions at all carefully. The brevity of 
many papers was excessive. No examiner 
wants to be burdened with undue ver- 
bosity, but some detailed treatment of 
each question is called for when only five 
have to be answered over a period of 
three hours. 

Sketch Plan and Report.—Almost half 
the home candidates were in greater or 
less degree insufficiently trained to pass 
this test. Many had little or no eye for the 
potentialities of such a site as the one 
given and had no idea at all how to put 
themselves into the attitude of mind of a 
good developer. Particularly irrespon- 


sible was their use of residential nota- 





tion: this was sometimes used to cover all 
land surplus to the company’s require- 
ments regardless of marsh, contours, 
woodland or preservation of amenities. 
The mere allocation of land is not 
always enough, as the notes of advice to 
candidates in the Year Book indicate. For 





The projections of this curious house in 
Lisbon are said to have been studded 
with precious stones, but there are no 


long they 
(photo: E. O. 


records to show for how 
remained undisturbed 
Hoppé) 


example, in the siting of the several sports 
pavilions some candidates put a rect- 
angular allocation for them in one corner 
of a large green area: better candidates 
showed specific sites or careful grouping 
of building blocks, and indicated tree 
planting which would break up the bald- 
ness of that part of the site and provide 
a more ‘club-able’ atmosphere. Such 
details demand little cartographic effort, 
but show that the designer’s imagination 
has been engaged and help the client to 
visualise the effect intended. 

Reports, on the whole, were better than 
they have been, but some candidates still 
tried to design in words—with effects 
that were evasive or banal. 


Overseas candidates’ work also showed 
lack of sufficient training in too many 


cases. Road lay-outs were usually poor 
—sometimes astonishingly bad—while 
some neighbourhood centre lay-outs 


owed more to some _half-remembered 
example from a text book than to any 
sympathy with the features of the site. 
On the other hand, the work of successful 
overseas candidates—though few in num- 
ber—was sometimes outstanding for its 
mastery and vitality of lay-out and design. 
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Architectural and Landscape Design in 
Relation to Planning. — Disappointingly 
few candidates paid full attention to the 
advice given last year for this subject, 
although it was encouraging to find fewer 
candidates wasting time submitting 
engineering details instead of providing 
evidence of knowledge and appreciation 
of amenity details in highway design. 
Attention is again drawn to the necessity 
for cultivating a critical appreciation of 
three dimensional design both for indivi- 
dual sites and for the wider settings in 
town and country. 

Civil Engineering in Relation to Plan- 
ning.—Although the syllabus for this 
paper states clearly that details of 
engineering design are not required in 
the answers, there were a number of 
candidates who could not resist including 
much detailed information. although this 
was sometimes quite irrelevant to the 
question. This kind of approach wastes 
a candidate’s time and certainly does not 
help to gain marks in a paper designed 
to test general engineering knowledge in 
relation to planning. 


Sketchy Basic Knowledge 


There were also many candidates whose 
basic knowledge of some of the subjects 
was very sketchy. Greater knowledge 
was needed of the potentialities and 
advantages of soil stabilisation for road 
foundations and of prestressed concrete 
for bridges and elevated urban roads. 
The relevance of waiting vehicles to 
carriageway widths for new streets in 
residential areas was also not well enough 
appreciated. Many candidates did not 
seem to understand what motorways were 
and did not know that, for example, 
pedestrians were not allowed on them. 

In dealing with the nuclear power 
station programme few candidates men- 
tioned the advantage of such stations in 
the South of England where the alterna- 
tives imply the movement of large quanti- 
ties of coal from further north (or of 
imported oil) to conventional power 
stations or the bulk transfer of elec- 
tricity from stations in the Midlands by 
special super-grid lines. 

Economics of Land Use.—The standard 
of papers was very varied. In general, 
however, questions 3, 4, 5 and 10 were 
all well done, although in answering 
question 3 a number of candidates made 
no reference to the impact on shopping 
centres of increasing numbers of private 
cars. Answers to question 2 were poor; 
only one candidate mentioned the effect 
of inflation on ground rents and no candi- 
date referred to the increasingly common 
practice of the sale of leasehold flats. 


Candidates were asked to give ‘ simple 
work examples’ in their answer to ques- 
tion 8. Some omitted these entirely; 
others made grave errors in their calcula- 
tions. In answering certain other 
questions many candidates made the 
mistake of showing incorrect workings— 
a particularly foolish mistake where 
figures had not been asked for. In this 
subject it is often difficult to avoid 
political issues. Candidates, however, 
should try to confine themselves to the 
professional aspects of the question. 
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Housing in a Cold Climate 


A Scandinavian Publication 


THE CENTRAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES of 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden 
have published a well produced booklet 
with the title ‘ Housing in the Northern 
Countries,’ than which nothing could be 
more direct and explicit. It is about just 
this, and it is packed with statistics and 
every sort of detail likely to warm the 
fact-ridden cockles of any ardent his- 
torian-economist’s heart. I must confess, 
however, that my own cockles showed no 
signs of thawing in this atmosphere of 
chill statistics from northern climes, and 


I yearned for a warming touch of 
humanity to enliven the work. 
After an outline introduction, the 


book* is divided into four orderly sec- 
tions, one for each of the respective 
countries, and each section is divided into 
eight chapters following the same pattern 
throughout and ranging from a brief des- 
cription of topography and _ climate, 
through a historical survey of housing 
and society, an analysis of the building 
market, housing production and _ stan- 
dards and legislation. to a final chapter 


in each section under the anatomical title 
of ‘The Administrative Organs.’ Per- 
haps Chapter VII for each country is the 
most formidable with the resounding title 
of ‘ Rationalisation, Research and Edu- 
cational Activity.’ 


Valuable Collection of Data 


For any student of sociology and 
economics in the northern countries I 
am sure this valuable little collection of 
facts and figures and comparisons, with 
percentages on every other line. has 
encyclopaedic quality, and I assume from 
the fact that it has been thought worth- 
while to publish it in English there must 
be many such students in this country to 
whom the work may come as manna from 
heaven. Unfortunately, the translation. 
though competent and fluent, is not 
remarkable for clarity and sparkle, and 
after the first half hour or so I found the 
effect almost entirely soporific. My 
interest chiefly centred round the collec- 
tion of smal] but interesting photographic 
illustrations, most of which were familiar. 


Eastern Federation’s Warning 


President Predicts Rise in Building Costs 


\ RISE in building prices as a result of the 
recently agreed reduction in working 
hours and an increase in pay for building 
operatives which comes into effect next 
October, is predicted by MR. D. M. 
CHASTON, FIOB, president of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
in his annual review which was presented 
to the Federation’s annual general meet- 
ing at Cambridge, on January 11. 

Mr. Chaston says that even allowing 
for the time lag which is proposed before 
the contemplated settlement becomes 
effective, an increase of 10 per cent or 
more in wage rates appears to err on the 
side of generosity compared with recent 
negotiations and settlements in other 
major industries. 

The desire of the employers to increase 
the status of the building worker and the 
recognition of the understandable request 
for more leisure, may possibly have been 
construed by the unions as a sign of 
weakness to be exploited as fully as pos- 
sible, irrespective of where the money is 
to come from, a possible resultant reduc- 
tion in the demand for building work, 
and the effect on the economy generally. 
To the smaller builder shorter hours and 
higher pay all too often mean higher 
building costs and fewer customers, with 
more leisure in which operatives can 
work for householders. 

Mr. Chaston goes on to say that while 
the average weekly hours in the industry 
remain well above the much sought after 
42, a settlement along these lines can 
only mean a substantial increase in the 
weekly pay packet. A period of stability 
in building costs may well be now a thing 
of the past, although long advance notice 





of a major wages increase is a considerable 
advantage in this era of firm price tender- 
ing. Judging by the production index 
and past experience, there is no hope of 
fully absorbing these new costs and a rise 
in building prices is inevitable. 

On the economic prospects facing the 
industry for 1961, Mr. Chaston says ‘ We 
should not overlook the fact that 
economic expansion in Britain has 
stopped, for the time being at least.’ Out- 
put, which rose in the first quarter of 
1960, has not really been improved upon 
in the second and third quarters. At the 
same time wage rates have increased 
steadily and prices have tended to rise 
a little and will continue to do so. 
Although industrial investment is at 
present running at a high level, a cautious 
estimate for 1961 is indicated. Industrial 
investment springs from industrial con- 
fidence, which may be impaired if the 
present balance of payments position 
remains weak and the recession in the 
USA persists and continues to influence 
the economic thinking of the west. 

So far as private enterprise house- 
building is concerned the review says 
that 1960 has been a boom year for house 
builders despite the reducing amount of 
suitable building land in many areas. 
However, planning authorities have not 
shown the urgency implicit in the 
Minister’s directive on higher densities, 
accelerated release of land, infilling, and 
building in the vicinity of green belts. 

On the matter of apprenticeship the 
review strikes an optimistic note and 
records that the figure for intake of 
apprentices for 1960 was 10 per cent up 
on the previous year. 
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I would like to be kinder to this very 
serious little work, obviously the fruit of 
much assiduous research and study. It 
clearly has its uses for purposes of aca- 
demic reference, but I am afraid there is 
little chance that it will be turned to with 
any relish by practising architects in 
search of inspiration. In any case it 
comes a little late in our own post-war 
housing story to evoke the sort of 
interest it might have held for us ten 
years ago. I can only hope our colleagues 
in the Scandinavian countries will give it 
a warmer welcome. The best thing I 
found in it was the remark of a Nor- 
wegian architect who is reputed to have 
said: ‘It’s hard to be a house in Nor- 
way.’ Perhaps it is equally hard to be a 
Scandinavian book in England. 

ARTHUR KENYON. 

* Housing in the Northern Countries. 
Published by the Danish Ministry of 
Housing. Sales Agent: Ejnar Munksgaard, 


Ltd., Norregade 6, Copenhagen K, Denmark. 
Price 6s. 6d. 


Hospital Architects’ 
Leave Allowances 


Revised Scales Agreed by Whitley 
Council 


REVISED annual leave allowances for 
regional hospital board works organisa- 
tions’ professional and technical staff are 
set out in a circular (PTB Circular 121) 
issued on December 30 by the Ministry 
of Health. The circular states that the 
Whitley Professional and _ Technical 
Council have agreed that, on completion 
of ten years’ continuous service under 
one or more of the employing authorities 
which come under the designation of 
regional hospital boards, teaching hospi- 
tals or hospital management committees, 
an officer will be entitled to higher annual 
leave allowance, with effect from August 
1, 1960. 

Under the new scale of allowances 
regional architects and engineers and 
deputy regional architects and engineers 
will be entitled to a maximum of 36 
working days’ leave after ten years’ total 
service, Senior assistant architects, assis- 
tant architects and main grade engineers 
will be entitled to a maximum of 27 days 
after a similar period of service. 


Girls’ School Allowed at 
Wallington 


Local Council’s Objection Overruled 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has overruled an objection 
by Beddington and Wallington Borough 
Council and local residents by backing 
the Surrey County Council project to 
build a new £253,000 Wallington County 
Girls’ School on a 134-acre site at the 
junction of Woodmansterne-lane and 
Woodcote-road. The land was formerly 
a small-holding. 

A public inquiry was held in October 
and the Minister's inspector reported that 
the county council had made out a rea- 
sonable case for using the site for the 
proposed school and he considered that 
the effect on amenities or values of 
properties adjoining the playing field 
would be negligible. The Minister has 
accepted the inspector’s recommendations. 





A Clean Face for Brick 


Research into the Problem of Efflorescence 
From a Correspondent 


A RESEARCH PROJECT at the Southern 
California laboratories of the Stanford 
Research Institute may do much to 
eliminate a minor, but nagging headache 
to architects, builders, and property 
owners. A problem in the use of brick 
for exposed surface construction is being 
investigated by research worker L. Berri- 
man, and a solution appears likely. 
Earlier work by Berriman and D. W. 
Bolme pin-pointed the cause. 

Brick remains one of the most desir- 
able building materials available, both 
from aesthetic and structural standpoints. 
However, soon after brick has been laid, 
there is often a period from a few months 
to a few years when the surface is marred 
by splotches of a powdery crust (efflores- 
cence). Later, the efflorescence stops and 
usually does not recur. 


Efflorescence is caused by migration of 
water solutions of soluble salts from 
within the wall to the brick surface, fol- 
lowed by deposition of the salts as the 
water evaporates. Each time the wall 
absorbs moisture, more salts are dis- 


solved and carried to the surface. The 
process is repeated until the source of 
the soluble salts is exhausted. 

Even when the splotches are present in 
large amounts, they can usually be 
brushed or washed off rather easily. 
However, brick surfaces should not 
receive paint or water-repellant coatings 
during the period the wall can effloresce, 
because the salts can cause the paint to 
peel or even the surfaces of the brick to 
flake, or spall. This problem does not 
affect the structural strength of a brick 
wall because it is limited to a thin layer 
of the surface. 

The Clay Products Promotional Fund 
of the Brick Institute of California is 
sponsoring the research aimed to 
eliminate brick efflorescence. At the 
outset of the project, the research team 
determined the identity of the salts 
deposited by efflorescence on_ brick 
masonry in Southern California. These 
deposits consisted primarily of alkali sul- 
phates, particularly those of sodium and 
potassium. The major source of the salts 


Tests for Ten-Year-Old Trucks 
Compulsory from February 15 


By a Transport Correspondent 


LIGHTER types of goods vehicles, of up 
to 30 cwt. unladen weight, are included 
in the testing scheme for ten-year-old 
motor vehicles which will become com- 
pulsory on February 15. This weight 
category includes the majority of vans, 
trucks and pick-ups designed for payloads 
of 15 cwt. or less. The scheme is to be 
brought into operation progressively and 
the procedure will be as follows: 

Vehicles registered before January l, 
1937, will need test certificates by Febru- 
ary 15; those registered before January 
1, 1946, by March 15; those registered 
before January 1, 1949, by April 15; and 
those registered before May 15, 1951, by 
May 15, 1961. After that, every owner 
must be in possession of a valid test cer- 
tificate on and after the 10th anniver- 
sary of his vehicle’s registration. 

Certificates will be obtainable at 
vehicle-testing stations that have been set 
up throughout the country—usually in 
motor trade premises—and authorised by 
the Ministry of Transport. The tests, 
which will take about 20 minutes, are de- 
tailed in the Motor Vehicles (Tests) Regu- 
lations, 1960 (HM _ Stationery Office, 
ls. 6d.), and are intended to verify that 
the vehicle complies with requirements 
now laid down for brakes, steering and 
lights. 

Brakes will normally be tested on a 
static machine which measures the maxi- 
mum force (in Ibs.) developed by the 
brake; this is then expressed as a per- 
centage of the total weight of the vehicle 
and any passengers or load carried at the 
time. Thus a vehicle may be presented 


for testing in any safe condition of load. 
To satisfy the requirements, footbrake 


efficiency must reach 50 per cent, which is 
equivalent to a stopping distance of 
60.3 ft. from 30 mph. The handbrake 
efficiency must be not less than 25 per 
cent. The examiner will also check for 
uneven braking, oil or fluid leaks in the 
system, worn cables or brake rods, and 
security of bolts, nuts and split pins. 

Steering gear and linkages will be 
closely examined for evidence of undue 
wear, including the proper adjustment of 
hub bearings and either excessive move- 
ment or abnormal stiffness at the steering 
wheel. 

All obligatory lamps and reflectors will 
have to be fitted in the correct positions, 
and be clean and in working order. Head- 
lamps will be tested on a beam-setting 
apparatus to ensure that in either the 
dipped or straight-ahead positions they 
comply with anti-dazzle requirements. 

It is generally agreed that there is 
nothing unreasonable in the tests and 
that no normally well-maintained vehicle 
need be disqualified. As a possibly help- 
ful point, it may be noted that during the 
last few months, when tests have been 
carried out on a voluntary basis, some 
of the most common causes of failure 
have been faults in headlamp adjustment 
and in dipping arrangements. 

The fee for the test is 14s., plus ls. if 
a certificate is issued. There is provision 
for retesting at a reduced fee, and for 
appeal if a certificate is considered to have 
been withheld without sufficient cause. 
Although heavier goods vehicles are not 
covered by the present scheme, the Motor 
Vehicles Construction and Use Regula- 
tions include provisions authorising their 
examination for mechanical fitness in 
other circumstances. 
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was traced to Portland cement used in 
the mortar and grout between the 
bricks. 

Several test walls were built with a 
low alkali Portland cement, and various 
amounts of sodium sulphate were added 
to the mortar and grout. Efflorescence 
occurred in proportion to the sodium sul- 
phate added. Evaluation of data from 
these walls indicates that as little as one 
fourth of one per cent alkali sulphate in 
Portland cement will cause efflorescence. 


Soluble to Insoluble 


The American researchers reasoned 
that the salt deposits could be reduced 
or prevented by ‘immobilizing’ the sul- 
phate ions—that is, converting them into 
insoluble forms by the addition of speci- 
fic chemicals, This was proven to a 
limited degree by introducing a chemical 
compound into the mortar used in con- 
struction of test walls. The efflorescence 
was considerably reduced. 

This approach warranted further in- 
vestigation, aimed towards development 
of an additive or process that will effec- 
tively fix or immobilize the sulphate ions. 
Extensive testing has been in progress on 
a combination of additive and process 
that promises to achieve the goal. Should 
this combination prove commercially 
feasible, efflorescence on masonry will 
become a problem of the past. 


Stock Brick 
Manufacturers 


Association’s New Year Luncheon 


A GALAXY of personalities from the build- 
ing and architectural world were present 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen- 
street, WC2, on January 2 for the annual 
new year’s luncheon of the Stock Brick 
Manufacturers’ Association. The Asso- 
ciation’s president, MR. J. PAISLEY, was in 
the chair and spoke of the tremendous 
activity taking place in the _ brick 
industry, and how he hoped that it would 
continue. Referring to the cost of pro- 
ducts of the manufacturers he said: ‘ You 
will agree that we are selling our pro- 
ducts much below their true value.’ Con- 
cluding, he praised the efforts of the 
British Ceramic Research Association 
and its Director, Dr. N. F. Astbury. 

‘ Nineteen-sixty was a satisfactory year 
for the building industry,’ said MR. D. E. 
WOODBINE PARISH, NFBTE President, re- 
plying on behalf of the guests. ‘ We start 
the new year with full order books. This 
is no reason, however, for undue com- 
placency.’ 

DR. ASTBURY emphasised the need to 
preserve traditional methods of building 
and brickmaking, but at the same time 
to accept readily new ideas and methods. 
Turning to education, he said that this 
country had taken great steps forward 
in the past five years. He revealed that 
discussions were taking place for the 
setting-up of technology diplomas in 
Ceramics and Building Science. 

Among the many guests present were 
Sir Thomas Bennett, The Hon. Lionel 
Brett, Mr. Clifford Culpin, Lt. Col. Sir 
Thomas Moore, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke and 
Mr. E. J. Cook. 
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Work Study and the Trades Unions 
Mr. Stanley May’s Paper to Northern Students 


The Trades Unions’ attitude to work study was examined by Mr. Stanley 
May, MBE, regional secretary of the North-Western Counties Regional 
Council NFBTO, in a paper delivered to post-advanced students at the Man- 
chester College of Technology on December 8. Some extracts follow: 


THE INTRODUCTION of work study to the 
building industry is not without some 
special interest. Probably building is the 
least accessible of the major industries 
to the application of this management 
technique, but it is evident that in the 
large-scale firms it is being employed. 
Many trade unionists are being faced 
with the necessity of understanding the 
basic tenets of work study and, indeed, 
many are taking appreciation courses. 
They approach this chore with more than 
a little scepticism. Indeed, from my 
own observation, those who have become 
the most knowledgeable on the subject 
are also the least enraptured. Neverthe- 
less, they recognise that like the rent man 
and the undertaker the work study 
engineer has come to stay, and it is neces- 
sary to come to terms with the creature. 

It is perhaps a rather forbidding aspect 
of work study that leads it to devise 
special terms with precise meanings. In 
this it resembles the much _ broader 
science of economics which, not without 
cause, came to be known as the ‘ dismal 
science ’; due, no doubt, to the necessity 
for the student to master a virtual new 
language. However, this is: inevitable 
and the British Standards Institute has 
performed a signal service by codifying 
and listing a glossary of work study 
terms. These will in time pass into ordi- 
nary industrial language. 


The Essential Core 

If I get it aright, the essential core of 
work study philosophy is to break out of 
the prison of rigid ideas, axioms, and 
dogmas and to try to see our daily work 
with an open-mindedness that verges on 
naivety—to develop a critical capacity 
for perceiving a familiar method or col- 
lection of data in a new light or context. 
To many craftsmen this may be an intel- 
Jectual wrench and that it why he needs 
to be helped by the work study engineer. 
Most craftsmen are proud of their skill 
and knowledge. If, therefore, the idea 
grows that his labour is to be manipu- 
lated, resistance and resentment must 
follow. 

As I see it, the chief danger lies in an 
excess of enthusiasm which would lead to 
over-specialisation. Immediate gains in 
output are always possible by narrowing 
the field of skill. But such gains are of 
questionable long term value when 
viewed in the context of a rapidly chang- 
ing technology. Evolution itself is 
strewn with Nature’s mistakes—consider 
the dinosaurs. We have to be careful that 
our drive towards higher efficiency does 
not land us in a new situation where the 
capacity of our craftsmen to absorb new 
materials, design and techniques is 
damaged. 

We also have to consider the time fac- 
tor. It is unreal to anticipate dramatic 
changes in a matter of months or even a 


few years. Jacquetta Hawkes has recently 
pointed out that palaeolithic man used 
his stone tools without change for 
100,000 years. I am not suggesting that 
we can afford the same time scale for 
the introduction of work study—the 
present crop of practitioners won’t live 
that long anyway—but it is essential for 
us to think in terms of decades. 


A Challenge to Management 


Mr. Harry Matthews has said that 
work study as an effective technique for 
increasing productivity is much more a 
challenge to the quality of management 
than a threat to the operative. He is 
abundantly right in this: I would go 
further, it is the elusive quality of leader- 
ship which is sadly missing from the 
echelons of management in building. 
That is why firms who are fortunate 
enough to possess able men are forging 
ahead whilst others flounder. 

Many employers suffer from a congeni- 
tal yearning to ‘pay a man what he is 
worth.’ The unions, of course, cannot 
agree with this because each employer 
has his own measurement of value. It 
would entail the abandonment of collec- 
tive bargaining and thus place the indi- 
vidual operative at the mercy of his 
employer. One thing we have learned 
through the years is that the economic 
power of the employer is greater than 
that of his operatives unless they organise 
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and speak collectively. Thus the balance 
of power is the crux of the relations 
between master and man. 

The single operative is incapable of 
raising such matters as roomy and safe 
working areas, the correct placing of 
materials, the planning and phasing of 
operations, and the smooth continuity of 
the various crafts. I have seen bulk 
materials on a site shifted four times 
because of lack of planning. This is what 
I mean by waste of labour. It is perhaps 
apposite to state at this point that the 
very high wages in the USA have prob- 
ably been the main prodding agent in 
the precision planning of their construc- 
tion jobs. Labour there is too dear to 
waste. Mr. Peter Trench, after his recent 
tour of America, said that the over-all 
costs are relatively not much more than 
ours yet the wage rates are fivefold that 
of the UK. 

We are not likely to emulate this 
pattern. Indeed the Americans will have 
nothing to do with bonus whereas we 
seem to be introducing work study as a 
preliminary to precision bonusing. Incen- 
tive bonus is therefore to be based on 
minute analytical work measurement and 
time study. There is nothing iniquitous 
in this provided that every factor is taken 
into account. Rest pauses, continuous 
consultation, and accuracy of design, are 
only some of these factors. 

Granted these and the understanding 
that the dignity of labour is precious, 
there is no reason why work study should 
not develop into a useful instrument and 
an aid to good management. The trades 
unions for their part cannot object to 
the elimination of waste, neither can they 
be denied the right to represent and 
defend their members if the technique 
deteriorates into simple human engineer- 
ing and more intensive exploitation. 


Builders and contractors are continually wanting to know how jobs are progressing 
in relation to the period originally allotted for them. Because of this, Lowton 


Construction Co. Ltd., St. 


Mary’s, Warrington (Lancs), roofing specialists, use a 


progress charting system known as the ‘ Movigraph’ which indicates the overall 


situation at a glance. 
plastics strips). 


Contracts are indicated by horizontal period bars (coloured 
At the top of the chart is a date scale. i 
colours, to indicate the time involved in various operations. 


Period bars are in different 
At various points 


along the bars letters indicate the start and finish of specific operations 
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RAPIDLY-CHANGING SKYLINES Of Australia’s 
cities and towns are visible evidence of 
a rapidly expanding economy. The popu- 
lation has been growing at the rate of 
2.5 per cent a year, while productivity 
has been advancing steadily and factory 
output has almost doubled since the war: 
Building construction has become easily 
the largest tertiary industry in the 
country, employing 8.2 per cent of the 
total labour force. Houses, flats, schools 
and shops obviously account for much of 
the building, although factories, office 
blocks and hotels account for a large per- 
centage of current construction figures. 

More buildings of a cultural nature are 
appearing, such as Melbourne’s tent-like 
aluminium-skinned Myer Music Bowl, 
Olympic Swimming Stadium and the 
University’s Wilson Hall; the Opera 
House now under construction § in 
Sydney; and the Acadamy of Science 
building in the Federal Capital, Can- 
berra. 

In Melbourne, city buildings to the 
value of £A7.5m. were completed in 1959 
and, at present, 15 buildings in course of 
erection represent an outlay of £A15.5m. 
In Sydney, the new Opera House, the 
Chevron Hotel, and six insurance build- 
ings are at present under way at a total 
cost of £A17.5 m. Other large buildings 
are going up, too, while six new buildings 
either in course of construction or soon 
to begin at Sydney University will cost 
more than £A7m. Melbourne University 
has spent more than £A3.5m. on build- 
ing in the past 10 years and initial work 
on the new Monash University, now 








The Circular Quay at Sydney with an overhead expressway and new ferry wharves 








being built on the outskirts of the city, 
cost £A800,000 during 1960. 

The same story, scaled proportionately, 
may be told of the other State capital 
cities. In the whole of Australia non- 
residential building valued at £A205.5m. 
was in hand at the beginning of this 
decade—a sizeable amount for a country 
with a population not much in excess of 
10m. Much of this figure represents fac- 
tory construction in settings outside the 
major cities. Spread of industry in recent 
years has promoted many spectacular 
developments, including one at Dande- 
nong, 20 miles from Melbourne, which 
has been transformed from a casual little 
market town into a flourishing industrial 
centre. 


Large-Scale Shopping Centres 


Traffic congestion in city areas created 
by an ever-increasing number of cars on 
the roads—there is now one motor 
vehicle to every 3.8 Australians—has 
prompted the development of great new 
suburban shopping centres. The 
largest of these is at Chadstone, a suburb 
of Melbourne, and covers more than 30 
acres. Costing £A6m., it has been 
promoted by the Myer Emporium, whose 
city premises are reputed to be the third 
largest department store in the world. 
The Chadstone project includes a depart- 
ment store, 80 other shops, dental and 
medical centres, banks, offices and pro- 
fessional suites. 

The latest project in this category to 
be announced, however, is city, not 
suburban. A corporation which has 


Building in Australia 


No Visible Barriers to Greater Expansion 
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already promoted several large commer- 
cial buildings has begun acquiring land 
in an entire Sydney city block on which 
it intends erecting a £A20m. ‘ city within 
a city ’ on the lines of New York’s Rocke- 
feller Centre. 

The building boom has been charac- 
terised by many innovations. Restrictions 
on the height of city buildings have been 
relaxed. This was made possible by 
innovations (notably steel frames with 
prefabricated curtain walls, which can 
withstand earth movement to a greater 
degree than solid masonry constructions) 
and prompted by rocketing site values 
which were making multi-storey buildings 
an economic necessity. The ICI building 
in Melbourne, which was opened two 
years ago, is at present Australia’s tallest 
(265 ft.) but it will soon rank fourth. The 
highest (410 ft.) will be Sydney’s Chevron 
Hotel, now under construction. 


The expensive buildings of today 
involve completely new and _ infinitely 
complex organisation of finance, 


materials and skills. Building techniques 
now require so many specialised skills 
that no one man or single company can 
afford to carry an enormous army of per- 
sonnel and tie up capital in expensive 
equipment that it might have occasion 
to use only for a few weeks during the 
year. This situation has led to the emer- 
gence of building ‘brokers’ and the 
creation of specialist contracting com- 
panies and companies which hire out the 
expensive equipment needed in modern 
construction — earth-moving machinery, 
welding gear, cranes, scaffolding and 
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elevators. The brokers who undertake 
the construction of a building carry no 
overheads beyond the rental of office 
premises, but their executives are highly 
qualified constructional engineers. 


Several big construction firms from 
overseas have begun operating in the 
field of civil, commercial and industrial 
engineering. A lead to this overseas 
interest came from the construction of 
the Eildon Dam in Victoria and -the 
gigantic Snowy Hydro-electric Scheme in 
New South Wales. For such works, local 
organisations initially had neither the 
capital nor the skills and resources for 
undertakings of such magnitude, and con- 
tracts for major works were let to several 
big overseas groups—from the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France, Nor- 
way and the Netherlands. 


Australian enterprises were not slow 
to absorb the principles they observed in 
the working of these companies. Some 
of these firms now in the field have been 
developed by individual master builders 
into huge businesses within the space of 
ten or fifteen years. 


An Australian IoB 


Since there are no visible barriers to 
general economic expansion, it can be 
assumed that building and construction 
will continue to develop. The building 
industry is aware of this and of the need 
for highly trained executives. While the 
older type of master builder is necessary 
for the mass of small-scale building, large- 
scale construction depends on execu- 


tive ability and a technical background 
of a vastly different quality. That is why, 
eight years ago, the Australian Institute 
of Builders was established. The Insti- 
tute is primarily concerned with training 
and with the status of trained men. It 
has already been instrumental in having 
courses in building sciences instituted in 
the three Universities of Sydney, Mel- 


The Australian Commonwealth Centre 

































Birmingham Development Plan Approved 


Modifications Made to Meet Objections 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has approved 
with modifications the City of Birming- 
ham Development Plan. The letter giving 
the Minister’s decision states that as a 
result of further investigation since the 
submission of the plan, the population 
figure for the city upon which the plan 
was based had been estimated at 1,060,000 
by 1971 instead of 1,167,211 as 
originally stated. The revised figure was 
reached after taking into account the city 
council’s housing and development pro- 
gramme and private housing and migra- 
tion—showing 118,700 as the part of the 
city’s overspill problem to be dealt with 
by 1971. 

The Minister has modified the plan 
accordingly but he points out that present 
trends in household sizes seem to indicate 
that the true overspill figure may 
eventually prove to be larger. There will 
still be an overspill problem after 1971. 
the year on which the plan was based. 

Mr. Brooke considered that the 
amount of industry in the city should 
match the population which was being 
reduced, and that some industry would 
inevitably have to move out. Industry 
from outside the city should not be 
allowed to set up in the city and where 
practicable, extensions of _ existing 





industry should be sited outside. The 
additional land allocated for industry was 
intended primarily for the relocation or 
redevelopment of industries already in 
the city; on that basis the acreage shown 
in the plan as submitted was considered 
to be excessive and the Minister had 
reduced it by 295 acres. Of this 295 
acres about 100 acres were in fact 
privately owned playing fields in respect 
of which there was no present intention 
of developing the land for industry; such 
land should be and had now been shown 
for playing fields. Within the industrial 
allocations there were some nonconform- 
ing uses which the Minister had pro- 
grammed for redevelopment for industrial 
purposes beyond the period ending at 
1971. Whilst adhering ‘to the view that 
in general proposals which were not 
likely to take effect within the period of 
the plan should not be shown. he agreed 
with the Council that these proposals 
were of sufficient importance to warrant 
long-term programming; had it not been 
for the acute housing shortage it might 
have been possible for redevelopment of 
these areas to have taken place within the 
plan period. In the circumstances the 
Minister was of the opinion that it would 
be misleading not to show the council’s 
ultimate intentions. ' 








bourne and Adelaide. 

Thus the building executive of tomor- 
row will not be a man who has served 
his apprenticeship in one of the building 
trades and risen into the business side of 
the industry, but rather a man with a 
university degree; a man fully equipped 
in every way for the job of keeping pace 
with the demands of expansion. 


in Melbourne 












In order to assist the council’s housing 
problem the Minister had modified the 
written statement by the inclusion of a 
paragraph indicating that planning per- 
mission for redevelopment for industrial 
purposes of residential property in indus- 
trial zones would not normally be given 
if the existing buildings could still either 
be used or be made reasonably fit for 
residential uses. Mr. Brooke was satisfied 
that the City Council were justified in 
allocating more land for the civic centre, 
and in proposing to extend the centre 
towards the south-west. He has approved 
the allocation for the civic centre with 
the exception of the area on the soutb- 
eastern side of Broad-street and the south- 
western side of Gas-street. He has re- 
allocated the land excluded from the civic 
centre for primarily principal business 
purposes and has programmed it for the 
period from the sixth year after the 
approval of the plan to 1971. This has 
been done to enable any representations 
to be made to the Minister at the first 
quinquennial review of the plan. 


The proposals included in the National 
Motorways System in course of prepara- 
tion by the Minister of Transport will 
affect the city—the London-Birmingham- 
Lancashire motorway was intended to 
pass through the north-eastern and 
northern side, atid the Bristol-Birmingham 
motorway through the western edge—but 
as the lines had not yet been finally settled 
they had not been shown on the maps. 





Tests on Composite Construction 
Possibility of Changes in Design Loads for Live Structures 


THE Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research has just published the 
National Building Studies Research Paper 
No. 28 which forms the third part of the 
Studies in Composite Construction. This 
paper was written by Roland Mainstone 
and is entitled ‘Tests on the New 
Government Offices, Whitehall Gardens.’ 

There has been an increasing tendency 
for structural engineers to think in terms 
of continuity of structure. The same 
point can be made about indeterminate 
structures as a whole. In the light of this 
growing idea it was no surprise when in 
1952 the first paper in this series, con- 
cerned with composite construction, was 
published, written by Dr. Wood of the 
Building Research Station. However, the 
results were surprising. For example, 
under test at the Station’s laboratories it 
was found that an 11-in. brick wall on a 
concrete beam, acting as a freely sup- 
ported beam, achieved an equivalent 
bending moment of WL/960. Normally 
the simple rule for a case like this, and 
similarly for a concrete lintol in a brick 
wall, would be WL/8. 

In 1955 Dr. Wood wrote the second 
paper to deal with this subiect. The sub- 
ject was now beginning to gather about 
it a greater complexity of thought, and 
more substantial arguments were pro- 
duced supporting the consideration of 


Property Market 
Prospects in 1961 


‘ Great Activity’ Expected to Continue 


LAND for house building has been steadily 
absorbed over the past few years, and 
any sites coming into the market have 
fetched prices which have ‘astonished 
even the experts,’ states the Property 
Market Annual Report 1960, issued by 
Chamberlain & Willows, the London firm 
of auctioneers, surveyors and estate 
agents. 

The report says that developers are 
now interested in buying old properties 
for rebuilding, often substituting several 
flats or maisonettes on a site of modest 
size, in place of the single unit that pre- 
viously existed. Values of suburban resi- 
dences of the normal 3-bedroom type 
rose, on average, by about 10 per cent in 
1960. 

While there has been public contro- 
versy on increased rents for residential 
property, it is already evident that owners 
are now expending considerable sums on 
preserving and improving their properties 
and that the tendency for many of the 
older localities to fall into decay is being 
checked. 

On expectations for 1961 the report 
states: ‘There seems no reason why the 
great activity in the property market 
should not continue in 1961. The task of 
rebuilding the new London is only in its 
preliminary stages and the next decade 
should produce spectacular results. We 
feel sure that the continued demand for 
better buildings and accommodation will 
maintain and even increase present rent 
and sale values.’ 


composite structure as a whole instead 
of as a series of two dimensional com- 
ponents or as two or more separate 
materials. 

Generally the tests reported in the third 
paper indicate the stresses generated by 
the erection of the steel, the cumulative 
imposition of the various dead loads, the 
live loads during construction, thermal 
change, and a series of live load tests. It 
is, however, carefully pointed out in the 
text that these tests are not exhaustive. 
It is suggested that should more tests be 
done in this way it may eventually lead to 
a change in the design rules for live loads. 
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Again, the tests show that greater and 
lesser stresses occur in the composite 
form than in the bare frame design, which 
suggests that the present simple rules can- 
not simply be amended to take account 
of additional strength. In fact the con- 
clusions drawn up in the paper suggest 
that we are likely to see a substantial 
change in the relevant codes and 
standards over the next few years. 

This third part might easily have been a 
more weighty document. However, 
partly due to the fact that it reports an 
interesting field study and partly to the 
excellent introduction which relates this 
field study very neatly to the developing 
concept of composite construction, the 
paper makes interesting reading. 

PETER HOWELL. 


Industrial Building in 1960 


Increases in Approvals and Starts 


IN THE THIRD QUARTER Of 1960 Industrial Development Certificates were issued for a 
total area of 21.7m. sq. ft., states the ‘ Board of Trade Journal’. 

It is estimated that 17.3m. sq. ft. of industrial building were started in the first 
quarter of 1960, the highest total since the third quarter of 1955. The area of 11m. 
sq. ft. estimated to have been completed in the first quarter of 1960 was an upturn 
from quarterly average for 1959 which was the lowest average since 1953. 

Inquiries on these figures should be addressed to the Distribution of Industry 
and Regional Division, Board of Trade, Horse Guards-avenue, London, SW1. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING IN GREAT BRITAIN (1) 





Approved in period 


Started in period | Completed in period 





Number 


Area 
(million 


Area 
(million 
sq. ft.) 


Area 


Number Number (million 





13,695 


1945-53 (2) 
4 ie 2,701 


1958 Jan.—March ... 
April-June a 
July—Sept. eae al 
October-December... 


1959 Jan.—March ... 
April-June... 
July—Sept. (3) stn 
October-December... 


1960 Jan.-March (3) 
April-June... 
July-September 








IAS ShOwS SHAQ AXA DOH 


8,330 
7 


Sota SSERRE 


2 LS8S Soe 


S NOAA AOKA HUwdanA 

















NOTES : 

(1) Up to March 31, 1960, the table relates to new buildings and extensions of over 5,000 square feet in 
manufacturing industry and from April 1, 1960, to all schemes approved irrespective of size of industry 
concerned. The definition of manufacturing is according to the Standard Industrial Classification ; the 1958 
revised version was followed for manufacturing industry building approved from January 1, 1959, to 


March 31, 1960, and is now in use for all industries. 


(2) Schemes for replacement of buildings destroyed by fire or enemy action are excluded prior to July, 1948. 
(3) For the fourth quarter of 1959 and the first quarter of 1960 the total number and area started and completed 


are partly estimated. 


ANALYSIS BY STANDARD REGIONS (1) (2) 





Approved 


to 
September 30, 1960 


Buildings under 
construction 
at March 31, 1960 


Completed 
to 
March 31, 1960 





Number 
sq. 


Area 
(thousand 
ft.) 


Area 
(thousand 
sq. ft.) 


Area 
(thousand 
sq. ft.) 


Number Number 





Great Britain ... 31,922 
Northern “a 
East and West Ridings 
North Midland aes 


London and South Eastern 
uthern ode eco eee 
South Western 


North Western 
Scotland 2 








855,469 


87,673 


6,287 
6,663 


458,010 

















NOTEs : 
(1) and (2). See footnotes (1) and (2) to Great Britain table. 
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Apprenticeship Training 


Scottish Comments on ‘ Building Matters’ Programme 


The following letter has been sent to 
the BBC by Dr. N. C. Sidwell, MSc, Head 
of the Department of Building, the 
Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh. It re- 
lates to the Network 3 broadcast on 
December 6 in the weekly ‘ Building 
Matters’ series which dealt with Appren- 
ticeship Training in Building. 
sirR,—Many building teachers must 
have been disappointed with the some- 
what restrained and complacent discus- 
Sion of apprenticeship training in the 
‘ Building Matters ’ broadcast on Tuesday, 
December 6. The general public listen- 
ing to the programme must surely have 
gained the impression that all is well with 
apprenticeship training in the building 
industry. The only time the lid nearly 
came off was when Mr. Shepherd poked 
a snook at the unions in his reference to 
their cherished convictions on the length 
of apprenticeship. 

Pre-apprenticeship was mentioned as 
something fairly new, and though Mr. 
Shepherd said this form of training had 
been operated for 15 years in York the 
panel appeared not to know that pre- 
apprenticeship has been widely practised 
in colleges all over Scotland for a very 
long time. 

We heard the views of four builders 
and a trade union representative on 
‘block release,’ a form of training that 
was represented as something of an edu- 
cational panacea, yet there was no teacher 
on the panel to explain to the listeners— 
and the panel—the very real staffing and 
administrative problems inherent in the 
system of block release. This is not to 
say that block release is not a suitable 
means of training, it is merely to suggest 
that problems from the colleges’ stand- 
point do exist and it might have made 
all the difference to the programme if the 
head of the department of building at 
Erith Technical College had been there 
to speak with the authority of one who 
presumably was responsible for the 
organisation of the pilot scheme of 
‘block release’ in Kent. 

On the important topic of day-release 
it seemed to many teacher listeners that 
the tongues of the panel were never so 
firmly thrust into cheek—in fact, it was 
pretty well on in the programme before 
the panel leader introduced the topic; 
apart from a brief reference to the 
naughty builder or other odd organisa- 
tion which reaped the benefit of appren- 
ticeship training without subscribing to 
the principle of day-release, there was 
really very little said about the very large 
number of building firms (particularly 
Scottish firms) which do not and will not 
release apprentices for day classes. 

Recently a report in ‘ The Scotsman,’ 
commenting on references to day-release 
by the Secretary of State for Scotland. 
said: ‘The most promising avenue of 
advancement for the young industrial 
worker of average ability is probably the 
day-release class. Why does the Scottish 
record remain so poor for this type of 
class? . . . many employers are quite 
unco-operative. The short-term loss of 


labour to themselves in their eyes out- 
weighs the long-term gain to industry 
as a whole. There is no reason why the 
Government should hesitate in compel- 
ling these bad employers to grant day- 
release if an employee claims it... .’ 
Although this report applies to Scot- 
land, I feel sure that there is no cause 
for complacency about day-release in 
England, and I would like to have heard 
the panel discuss this question of com- 
pulsory day-release, also a scheme mooted 
some time ago for a pro-rata levy on all 
builders to ensure that everyone whether 
participating in day-release or not, paid 
his share towards the total cost of ap- 
prenticeship training. It would also have 
been interesting to have the union repre- 
sentative’s views on the influence of in- 
centive schemes on apprenticeship train- 
ing on the site and why it is that so 
many journeyman craftsmen are indiffer- 
ent to the site training needs of appren- 
tices. It was all very well for the union 


‘73 


representative on the panel to instance 
the representation of his union on college 
advisory committees—these are the few, 
the so very few, enlightened and invalu- 
able craftsmen drawn from thousands of 
union members who daily disregard their 
historical training obligation to appren- 
tices in their scramble for the rewards 
of the incentive scheme. 

Finally, I thought that the reference to 
the new examination structure of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute could 
have been less brief and that more em- 
phasis could have been laid on what is 
perhaps the main purpose of the new 
structure—to create a basic craft qualifi- 
cation that would be regarded as the 
sine qua non for every building crafts- 
man in the industry. 

I realise that the answers to all this 
ranting may be that the programme runs 
for a half-hour only and that there was 
insufficient time to touch on all these 
matters. If this is so, then perhaps craft 
education and maybe professional build- 
ing education might form the subject of 
another programme. 

N. C. SIDWELL. 


Training Concrete Gangers 
NFBTE & FCEC Plan Permanent Courses 


FOLLOWING experience gained during the 
past year in running pilot training courses 
for concrete gangers at the Research 
Establishment of the Cement and Con- 
crete Association at Wexham Springs, the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors, who were jointly 
responsible for the inauguration of the 
courses, have decided to place the training 
scheme on a permanent basis. 

The pilot courses were introduced by 
the two federations early in 1960 after 
a joint committee had reviewed existing 
training facilities in concrete work and 
concluded that member firms should have 


Amar Singh Virdi, a Sikh carpenter from 
Jullundur, shows Mr. Allan Wates, a 
director of Wates Ltd., how to operate a 
drill rotated by a bow string. Amar Singh 
is employed on the Wates contract at the 
LCC’s Brandon Estate, Southwark, where 
18-storey flats are being erected 


every opportunity to raise standards to 
the level of existing best concrete prac- 
tice. The one- and two-year courses for 
the certificate examinations in concrete 
practice conducted by the City and Guilds 
of London Institute cover all men respon- 
sible for supervising concrete work, in- 
cluding junior engineers and gangers, and 
are available at over 50 centres in the 
United Kingdom. The number of gangers 
and potential gangers entered for them is 
so small that it can only be concluded that 
such men either consider the work for 
the courses too advanced for them, or 
that too big an effort is required from 
them in trying to follow the syllabus of 
instruction. The field of training in con- 
crete work, therefore, needs to be 
widened so that simple and predominantly 
practical instruction can be given without 
formal examination. 


The joint committee drafted a scheme 
to give practical instruction for gangers 
and potential gangers in making and plac- 
ing concrete. Through the agency of the 
London Master Builders Association, and 
the London and South-Eastern Section of 
the FCEC, three such pilot courses were 
organised at Wexham Springs. 


The Joint Committee have now reported 
to the councils of the FCEC and NFBTE 
that the syllabus originally drafted should 
be retained; that the course should con- 
sist of two weeks’ full-time study, with 
a short interval between the weeks; that, 
owing to the difficulty of providing suit- 
able accommodation with facilities for 
practical demonstration, the C and CA 
centre at Wexham Springs should be, for 
the time being, a national centre for con- 
crete gangers’ courses; and that arrange- 
ments should be made for five courses to 
be held in 1961 (the cost of the course, 
including residence but excluding travel- 
ling, will be £28). Both councils have 
approved the recommendations. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled | 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the | 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 


and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 
Holborn and St. Pancras. 

Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand oa 

Washed Sand 

2 in. Shingle .. re 

— Broken Brick 

an Breeze . 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


Om ORDWAY 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 
cation delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site = 
1 to 6 tons, site ai pm oe = 

Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards to site eae ‘ ‘ide ae 

lto6tons do. site aos a 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 308s. Od. to 778s. Od. eal ton. 

White Portland Cement . ; 

Under | ton ... 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 
inous cement, 6-ton lots and up ee 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 
Depot, London 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) 

Moler Mortar Powder we Flue Bricks oan 
sites) os 


BRICKS 


Full Loads 

First Hard Stocks ... 

Second Hard Stocks ; 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks ... 

All loaded free into lorry at ‘the “works. The 
question of haulage is still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 
Commons ... aaa 
Cellular Commons 
Keyed do. ae 
Rustics 
Cellular Rustics . 
Single Bullnose Commons 
Sandfaced . : 
Tuscans 
Saxons - 
Golden Buffs 
Dapple Light Facings ... 
Heather Facings 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) 

do. Bullnose (London sites) ... 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London sites) : 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 

Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) 
24 in. (London sites) 
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CURRENT PRICES 





























3 in. (London stations) 
3 in. (London sites) ... 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations | 76 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 


or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities | 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include | 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that | 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers | 


(London sites) . 
2% in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) 
2$ in. Hand- ‘made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) ... a nial aad we sia 
2%in. Hand-made Sandfaced Miulti-Colour 
Facings (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey comp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) . 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock ‘Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks wenden sites), V White, Ivory, Brown: 
Stretchers... . 
Headers m a 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats «ee 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends .. 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints one 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. ‘Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 40% for Best 
oe and plus 40% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HoLLow CLAY ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry loads 

“7h &. ;.. ; ¥6 


ae 140 yds. j 
BUILDING BLocKs {Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ... 110 yds. __... 
*4 in. (6 cavity) .. 90 yds... 
6 in. (8} in. x 5$ in. ) 1,250 blocks iis 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
Sie 00 eae es 100 yds. 
fe) aan as 85 yds. 
ee asi a as jn 
CE ccs sm .«- 
CRANHAM Temas COTTA 
2 in. : ; 


2 in. .. 

3 in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. do 

MOoLeR PartiTION BLOCKS 
ae wo fone. 
TAGs xsl (is 
| “aa nn wie 100 yds. 
ae i. a 90 yds. 

LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION 

BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
Se ee lee 
Sees ka ane” ade Op 
3 in. “ a 
Sm s. 

44 in. ... 
Cm. «- 

THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION BLocks 
24 in. .. yds. 

THERMALITE- YTONG Loap- BEARING INSULATING BLocks 
Be ee ae re Seaivias sup. 
a od aa 
| ee 72 yds. 

Ee ee 60 yds. 
8tin....  .. a 42 yds. , : 
FLoor ‘Locks AND Tien Ties 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 
3 in. ... eee a a sae obs --» per 
|) —_ ’ ‘ a ‘ie si 
Pak 4. 
| 
i 
| oa 
9 in. ... 
10 in. 

Filler Tiles in multiples of | 10 tiles wont 1 ,000 ‘multiples : 
12 in. x 3 in. x gin. sa 
12 in. x 4in. din. 

10 in. x Sin. x gin. 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, —_ 
4 in. 
Pipes, 2 ft. mags =a8 . perft. 1/8 
Bends... oe each 5/- 
* 8/4 
12/6 


Junctions ee 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets 13/9 22/6 
the Standard List 


The following are the percentages to be ‘added to 

(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 

Under 2 tons 


% 
% 


—, 3% tons 


ms 
38 t374% 
tale 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality —5% 
BSS Best Quality «. a 10% 


Tested 1 
BSS re’ BASS 


3 in. cane pam 


+20% 
+10% +20 
+374%+420° 

ty +474%+420 
1,000 5 % 6 

«. per 1, 

; 16 


” 


Pi _ (in et in. » Raga -. 

do. eee a oo 
do. coe wee we ° » 
DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and 


34 
64 


a 


WWOON=-NNW- 


over delivered London area . aod .. per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. os 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} lb. per yd. sup. do. - 
18 in. x9 in. British damp — slates... = i ,000 


= 


14 in. x9 in. do. 
9 in. x9 in. do. 
18 in. x 4} in. do. aid a 
14 in. x 44 in. do. 4 a ons pa 
9 in. x 44 in. do. oe ie 


STONE 


Bath Stone 
Monks Park seit 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Delivered 


- per ft. cube 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. 

London area 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in. random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region _... 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, weneaered, throated and 
stolled cills agen .- per ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. 
12 in. x3 in. Plain coping, twice throated . 
12 in. x3 in. Weathered and twice throated. coping 
14 in. x6 in. do. do. do. 
44 in. x9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork - per ft. cube 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork es 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 


- - 
o 


ow SK OCOwWANS 


. per ft. sup. 


edge ee ge ee <a 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 

and front ae - per ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front - 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 
2 in. wand beanies << —— , in random 

sizes . : 


o wow o 


- per yd. sup. 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French en ™ from 

Lincolnshire district .. ‘ 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ... - 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. . 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 
Concrete tiles 10x63 . - a 

do. Interlocking (49S) 

Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


a 


acHesSac~oo!t 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
truck loads to London Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. 


24x 12 
22 x 12 
22x 11 
20 x 12 
20x 10 
18x 10 
18x 9 
16x 10 
16x 8 
Note. —Breakage 


paid in 
£ 


Pe 


eococcccecoco : 


155 
123 
111 
104 


— 


in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 





TIMBER 


Softwood 
Joinery quality 
Carcassing quality do. - 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring ne 

Hardwood 
Mahogany—African S.E. eee 

do. Honduras S.E. ... 
European S.E. 
Japanese S.E._ ... 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 


% mm. (} in.) Birch Piysoed B/BB 

6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. B/BB e exterior or grade 
WBP (AX100)__..... 

18 mm. Birch Blockboard .. ~ 

2# in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x48 in. 
ne — — a oo two 
sides ... 


DOORS (in Lots I-Il) 


Delivered London area 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. é in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ses 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. . 
2 in. do. but top Pee open. Pattern 4 x Gin deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 fn 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. Cin : 
2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. Pattern 2xG in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ai. : 
1}in. Plywood +w} Flush Doors to BS 459, Part 2A 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 0 meat . 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. . 
1} in. rtere ae Flush | Doors. 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 
2 ft. O in, x 6 ft. dns 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. Gin. ... 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 

1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. 

1} in. do. (67 yds. 

2 in. do. (52 yds. 

2$ in. do. (45 = 

3 in. do. (39 yd on) 

Quantities under 1 ton add: id. pA 4 = of thickness. 

4 in. imported or home eg niien 
Board, quantities over 5,000 teas ae 

4 in. Hardboard do. Saga ke 

fs in. do. do. ; 

2 in. Compressed Straw Slabs, oe 
6 ft., 8 ft., 9 ft., een —_ heed x 
50-100 yds. aus 

101-250 yds. 
251-750 yds. ‘ 
Over 750 yds... 

2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per "yd. “cheaper. 

fs in. Asbestos Flat o> am. 

¢ in. do. do. 


Roofing Felt 1-ply ... 
do. 2-ply ... 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs 
do. pearl ... 
Croid Glue - 
Impact Adhesive 7 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) i 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . 


Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 


METALS 


eee eee 


per ft. cube 


Pattern 4 in. deal 


0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. i 
to 1 ton) . 
to 1 ton) 
to 1 ton) 
= ; -_ 


= 


Street Joists , ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in., 
12 in. x6 in. - plain « cut to o lengths delivered 
London area ... . per ton 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1} in. 
3 in. x3 in. 
4 in. x3 in. 
10 in. x 44 in. 
5 in. x 2$ in. 
42 in. x 1} in. 
5 in. x 44 in. 
6 in. x3 in. 
6 in. x 44 in. 
9 in. x 4 in. 
12 in. x 5 in. 


4 in. x 1} in. 
5 in. x3 in. 
"13 in. x5 in. 


8 in. x4 in. } 


x 34 in. 
x 7¢ in. 
x 4 in. 

“OM 
Fee. 


7 in. 
24 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
22 in. 


£110 
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METALS—continued 


9 in. x 7 in. 10 in. 
14in.x5hin. 14 in. 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price .. 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. a 

Compound girders... 

Stanchions 

Compound stanchions 

In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins * 
Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and ¢ in., } in. and ij in. bolts amy 
price London area ... per cwt. 


ine aii Sos AND FABRIC 


Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered nearest London station per ton 
do. do. ex. henmen | Stock do. 
delivered London site . sec — se 
Extras— 
¢ in. diam.. 
fs in. do. ... 
# in. 
¢ in. 
# in. - . 
§ in. and ‘Ri in. diam. . 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A. 
No. 106 7.8 
109 
113 
122 
125 


12 in. x 
14 in. x 
16 in. x 
18 in. 
20 in. 


8 in. 
<6 in. 
<6 in. 


» & 
0 


40 
49 


... per ton extra 8 


SOoAanan So SO 


coe no- 


MILD STEEL Tous 
Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
din. gin. }in. 
Fs 10 1/- 
2/- 
2/2 
2/4 
2/6 


Tubes to BSS 1387. 


Tubes ... .. per ft. 
Bends ... . each 
Elbows, square 
do. round... 
Tees le 
Crosses... asad 5/6 
Sockets, Plain 8 
do. Diminished 1/- | 
Backnuts eva 6 7 
ae ——— 

#in. $in. fin. 1} in. 
Elbows, round each "8h 84 94 1/2} tet 2/74 
Tees... i 94 94 1/- 1/4% 2/- 2/94 
GSS) Vaan’ bon 1/24 va 1/4 2/- 3/74 
Sockets.. ten cal 5% 53 9t 1/7} 
Backnuts aa 3 3 3 44 7i 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube— i: 

W.I. Fittings 


Under 1 ton Over 1 ton y 

Light - , Light —25}% 

Medium Heavy —214% 

Heavy 
Black— 

Light 

Medium 

Heavy 


1} in. 
3/6 
4/- 
5/24 
2/23 
10} 


Malleable 
Fittings 
Malleable List 
—184%+40% 


-344 
~26} yi 


—49 % 
-45 %, 
374% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters 
4/04 
4/44 


Light —314% 


Malleable List 
Heavy —273% —183% 


Nozzles 
3/7 


3/11 

5/8 4/5 

6/3 4/i1 

= 6/114 5/4 

“¢. I. 0. G. Cm 
Gutters 

5/24 


5/10 

6/5 
6/114 

7/74 
CL er Pipes 
Pipe ‘ Branches 
8/74 / 6/4 
/ 8/6 
9/2 
11/- 


Stop Ends 
1/- 


1/- 
1/7 
1/10 
2/2 


| 
34 in. 
i = 
44 in. 
fa 


Nozzles 


4/8 


Per ~- in 6-ft. as Stop Ends 
3 in. , 1/3 
i 1/7 
1/10 
2/2 
2/6 


8/7} 

9/8 

1/0 

‘Sa a sie 2/9 
L.C.C. Coatep Soi. Pipes 
ae oad oa 9/84 
0/4 
1/7 
2/11 


1 
1 9/2 
1 4 Np 
; ia 14/9 12/9 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, 
plus 274% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 24%. 


RO ep KD 


’ 


| 4in. 





| PLUMBERS’ 


| Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle 
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L.C.C. Coated Drain Pipes 
4in. diameta .u 9 ft. ~— yd. run 
6 in. do. do. 
4 in. diameter bends me. ea each 
6 in. do. do. ee ae ee ey 

I cs ce kee, 9a, oe 
6 in. do. do. ee ae ee ee a 
above prices for any quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 

PitcH Fipre Drain Pipes 
2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6in. or 8 ion as 
including couplings ov . : 
3 in. do. 
4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
4in. diameter short radius 7 “bends 
d do. 


4 in. nds 
2 in. radius bends (5 ft. 
3 in. do. do. 
4 in. do. do. 
5 in. do. do. do. 
6 in. do. do. do. 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 ; Plus 15% 
AsBEsTos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS _ 


All less 173% aeeeens, 4 in. 
Pipes, 6 ft. a 4/104 
Shoes 3/3 


lengths 


Ne @ooaes 


- per ft. run 


— 
eee Fe 


oO. eg PS 
diameter 6 ft. lengths) 
do. 


do. 


ee 
PRISCA IUANE EH 
DACHON=COnRASA 


NN 
— 


- per yd. 
- each 
Single Branches o 2 
Bends, square or obtuse ... = 


Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. »» 


do. 6m. GO. .- » 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. winged 
Drop ends a 
Stop ends 
Angles ... 
Nozzles ee 
Union Clips ... 


.-. per yd. 

.» each / 
1/1 
3/7 
3/6 
1/9 


aa 
3/0} 
2/10 
ry 3 


Gutters, 6 ft. lengths a4 
Drop ends --- each 
Stop ends ; 
Angles ... 
Nozzles he 
Union Clips ... 
Per ton basis. 
in wey 
£ d. 
.- 17 6 
47 8 6 
49 0 0 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
- * 
62 7 
64 17 
67 17 


70 18 
74 8 
79 


72 
75 
81 


Iron—Staffordshire Crown } een * Guy 
Mild Steel Bars : 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 

20 gauge «se ae 

24 gauge 

26 gauge = 
Galvanised Corruguated Sheets, 6 ft. ‘to 9 ft— 

20 gauge i 

24 gauge one 

26 gauge = 
Galvanised Flat Sheets C.R. and ae awn 

20 gauge ... ike 

24 gauge 

26 gauge 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base Prices) 

Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... _... 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) 

—_= strip BS 1470 NS3 Cay 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide).. 

Coiled strip for flashing, high | purity, 22 SWG 
(12 in. wide) 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet = 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 312 in. WG 

Corrugated sheet 3S 1470 NS3 Mansard ‘Profile 
8 ft. x 31? in. x 20 SWG 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 


cco coo ana 


per Ib. 


» NY NNW! 


oe 
w 


per sheet 


— 
\o 


— section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. 
roun id 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC Ibi in. 0/D x20 swc _... 
Tubing BS 1471 HTI9WP 1} in. O/Dx 20 SWG 
BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
B.S.S. 


? in. 


--- 87/- 128/- 
. 109/- 158/5 


PAW WNNN 


All per dozen lin. I} in. 
Screwdown bib cocks dremages 


head for iron.. 


4 in. 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 


All per dozen tin. fin. lin. 1fin. lfin. 2in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/— 95/9 188/— 363/— 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- Pn 234/4 472/-— 623/6 1,389/ 16 
new nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 

Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 


Plum rs’ union hash emai to 
iron «+ 19/6 23/6 38/6 are 70/6 165/- 
ld in. 1}in. 2 in. $ in. 4 in. 
Caps and Screws oe aaf= beh 59/6 305 118/10 155/3 
ee eee 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 ee 
14x 6 Ib. 14x6lb. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 Ib 


68/6 85/6 137/- 233/9 
82/9 102/9 168/3 302/3 


Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws ... . ie 
Lead S.trap do. ‘do. 
Solder : 

Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots = 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 

Tinmen’s... —... m 9% a = me 

Blow pipe an od 407/ - 

COPPER Tunes AND SHEETS. 

Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus 

gauge and —. -~~tg extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 

xtra 


” 


4in.x19 gauge 15} 
din.x19_ ,, 13? 
1 in. x18 a 
mx . 
l¢in.x18 ,, 
2 in.x17 
Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. ‘ het ee plus 3d. 
PO Se ee nile kee ic ge 
2 cwts. to lcwt. ... 2d. 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic: price ‘plus’ 
gauge and manufacturing extras : 


d. 
Total per lb. 413 
398 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 
» I2gauge(23SWG), ,,_,, » 99 
»  14gauge(21SWG), ,,_,, ” ” 
Brass TUBE 
Brass tubes, basic prion, plus ops and ssanatne- 
turing extras 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 


£ 
5 
£ 
- 
7 
7 


per Ib. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upuusds 
os Water Pipe, in coils 99 

Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. 105 

ai over 4 in. dia. jes 107 

~ Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. 105 

5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 

Extras over Basis for quantities one 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. = f 


perton 101 
104 


1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. am 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £56 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 
do. White do. do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class C do. 
do. Fine do. do. do. 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B_ do. 
do. _ Board Finish do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads : 
— Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads" 
oO. (White) do. ‘ 
(Grey) do. 
(White) do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton ee 
Granite on in 6-ton —_ ; 
Hair 


Crem Plaster Lath or ion Senet, % in. thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 

1,200 yds. ... "4 
do. Socctiiien ‘do. “Zin. ‘thick, ‘600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site sta 
1,200 yds. 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site 


1,200 yds. ... 
2 in. thick, 600 yds. and 


Lump Lime 
do. 


—_— 
PNK NMAAD AD © @ 6 0 0 Cot 


AWAOADOOCOADCOALCOW™ 


per cwt. 


—h 
eto 


“Io 


do. Insulating “do. _ 
over in one delivery. mean site 
1,200 yds. ... : 


PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper --. 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint ... 

Super Snowcem cement paint (in lcwt. * drums) 


per cwt. 


per "gal. 
per cwt. 





~ 
™~ 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 

Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gar lotsin 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) 

do. do. do. (1 cwt. _ 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. ms me 
Size XD quality 28 lb. ... 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


’ SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 -” ) drums extra 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. doas maaan ae 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a a we ee 
Paste Powder (i Ib. packets) + per Ib. 
White Lining Paper es - per piece 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish on 
Finest Carriage Varnish . 

Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick pag 

Berlin Black . 

Terebene aie 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Culinary Gheaieg oi 
Cut Sizes.. ; 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. 
32 oz. do. do. oo dol 
3 in. Rolled Plate.. ais as 
fs in. ow * and Rough Cast... 
din. do. 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, 
patterns— 
White Group 1 
do. Group 2 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints : 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group 3 
tin. Wired Cast... . 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Cross reeded 5} 5}x3{in. ... 
Broad reeded 7} 7} 3{in. ... 
Cross reeded 7} x7} 3{in. ... 
7} X 73 X 3% in. ... 


Prismatic 
73 x 72 x 3} in. ... 


Flemish 
Boomerang 7}x7}x 3 {in. . 
72 x 3} x 3 in. 


e Blocks— 
.32 Cross reeded 
used Corner Blocks to bab? sal with— 
Cross reeded . sia 
Broad reeded .. 
‘32 Cross reeded . 
PB. 2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. va 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
9 100 ft. sup : 
t in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., ree exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or Gh 
Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. sup. 
quantity 


CNroancaaa® 


Pe a 


NAPwWOOL 


per gal. 


— tt ot et et DOD DDD NN NO 
coooccocoocooooooe 


. per ft. 


Standard 


— “Nee 
won WeKon 
te tae toe 


lhe ahaa 


° 


ddd cd ded 
N 


=> 
~”> 
iowa WE AURwLWN 


- 
WE WOOD 


N 


m” 
weiviviont 


PEPE = 
Corn S& ADNQAUNUNWH 
COD DA SCHOHED 


Description of Glass— 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ...... 
240z. 4, = 
26G8. « * 
32 oz. 
$ in. Rolled Plate. 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 en 
do. Group 2 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 ee ; 
#; in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
4 in. do. do. 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal .. 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 











1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
. | n | 
Region Craftsmen) Laboure: Age Per cent. of | London and | England, Wales Age Per cent. of | London and | England. Wales 
_ 7 aye Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
England & Wales ; ; 

(Grade A) ... | 4114 | 4 4 15 25 . n -¢ s. d. s. d. 
London... ..| 51 | 4 5% 16 334 1 8 1 8 &S a . 3 :s 
Liverpool and . é4 ; rs ; Fs 16 45 2 Of 1 11% 

District ons 5 3 4 St 19 75 3 94 3 8 17 663 2 11% 2 103 
Scotland... 4 11k 44 20 874 4 5t 4 4 18 100 4 5t 44 















































NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from dis 
WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In 


per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9d. per hour. 


period, and the wonmn labourer, 3s. 10d. 


Thefts from Building Sites 


Some Useful Precautionary Measures 


From a Correspondent 


WHEN MAN BEGINS to build, who can tell 
how much of his valuable property will 
have been stolen before the project is 
completed? How many agents could give 
an accurate estimate of the _ losses 
involved by theft from their sites? Very 
few indeed, for the very nature of the 
operation involves the use of many hun- 
dreds of different items over a wide 
period of time. One thing is certain: as 
soon as material is delivered to a site, it 
begins to dribble away, sometimes before 
actual building work begins. The follow- 
ing is a record kept of known losses on a 
project where an old mansion was 
demolished to make land available for 
twenty new houses: 


1. Demolition contractor’s men 
arrested for stealing scrap iron. 

2. Youths arrested stealing recov- 
erable timber. 

3. Six shovels stolen during footing 
work. 

4. Fuel store broken open and fifty 
gallons of fuel stolen. Man charged. 

5. Twenty five rolls of damp course 
stolen. 

6. Two steel bay windows, two lad- 
ders and carpenter’s tools stolen. 
7. Concrete vibrator stolen. 

charged. 
8. New copper piping stolen (£200). 
9. New front door stolen. 


Man 


These were items affecting the profits 
of the project but were only items known 
to the agent, either by property being 
actually missed, or by the arrest of 
offenders in possession of it. The amount 
of property stolen from this one site and 
of which the agent will never know, is 
best imagined from the _ property 
recorded. Sites are not all as vulnerable 
as the one illustrated, but this is a matter 
of location. A site near a heavily popu- 
lated area will suffer from a different type 
of loss to one in an isolated spot. Stealing 
from building sites is carried out by 
thieves of many different kinds, but for 
the purposes of this article they can be 


classified into two distinct groups, i.e., 
inside and outside agencies. 

The first group is made up solely of the 
workmen employed on the site. Losses 
due to pilfering by employees can amount 
to a frightening total, although each indi- 
vidual theft may be quite small. Into 
the second group fall all thieves who are 
not employees and includes a variety of 
people, from the professional thief, to the 
back garden builder who steals a few 
bricks for his path. 


The Night Watchman 


Prevention is in the hands of each indi- 
vidual contractor and must be approached 
in a clear and logical way. The first con- 
sideration must be the employment of a 
watchman. This, of course, is a matter 
of economics, for if estimated losses are 
less than the cost of employing a watch- 
man, to do so would be wasting money. 
However, in considering the value of a 
watchman at any given site, some thought 
should be given to the possibilities of 
damage and expensive interference caused 
by children. Having decided to employ 
a watchman, many companiés are con- 
tent to pay him; see that he has a warm 
dry hut: and then leave him to his duties 
without effective supervision. This is 
quite ridiculous, for what earthly use is a 
watchman who sleeps from dusk till 
dawn, leaving the site to take care of 
itself ? A late night call from foreman, 
agent, or some other responsible official, 
such as the agent of a security corps, 
carried out at irregular intervals would 
probably be sufficient to overcome this 
difficulty. 

On sites where a watchman cannot be 
employed, the following simple precau- 
tions are required to keep losses down to 
a reasonable level: 

1. Make it a rule on the site that all 
valuable stock such as metal, is stored 
out of sight as soon as possible. Too 
much material has been stolen due to 
thieves knowing what has been delivered, 
merely by seeing the property in passing. 
2. Mark all valuable property. In the 


trict to district that reference should be made to local offices. 

! Sites is 27s. 3d. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. in the provinces. 

tricts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1d. 
In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 4d, after a probationary 


case of plant this should be done by fix- 
ing plates with identification marks, in 
such a way that they are not easily 
removed. A tremendous amount of 
material of lesser value can be marked 
quickly if the storeman is provided with 
a large block stamp with the company’s 
name on, and a paint pad. The thief fights 
shy of goods which are too easily recog- 
nised as belonging to someone else. 

3. Encourage employees to purchase 
material at greatly reduced cost from the 
company. Although this may result in a 
small loss, it will not compare to the loss 
if that employee takes goods without pay- 
ing at all. Advertise this concession 
among employees, and couple it with an 
official announcement that prosecution 
will follow if any man is found stealing. 

4. Inform the police of anything sus- 
picious which happens in the vicinity of 
the site. Index numbers of vehicles are 
of the greatest value should they appear 
to have any connection with the objects 
of your suspicion. 

5. Keep a proper record of serial num- 
bers or other identifiable features of valu- 
able plant for, in the event of theft, they 
can be the means of the police tracing 
them quickly. 

Most of all, be security conscious and 
make your senior staff as enthusiastic 
about it as you are yourself for, having 
identified your particular headache, en- 
thusiasm will go a long way toward a cure. 


Specification Notes 


THE MOST RECENT publication of draft 
specification clauses for reinforced con- 
crete constructional work in buildings, 
prepared by the joint committee on struc- 
tural concrete of the Cement and Con- 
crete Association, Prestressed Concrete 
Development Group and the Reinforced 
Concrete Association, contains specifica- 
tion notes for structural reinforced con- 
crete in buildings. The clauses are based 
on the recommendations of the British 
Standard Code of Practice CP 114: 1957, 
‘ The structural use of reinforced concrete 
in buildings,’ and many of them are fol- 
lowed by explanatory notes. Copies may 
be obtained from the Cement and Con- 
crete Association, 52 Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, SW1. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 


new features—is intended tea give 


brief details only of the products 


mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 142 of this 


issue. 


1. Materials Handling 

A LIFTING AND TIPPING MACHINE has 
been developed which will lift any kind 
of container weighing up to 10 cwt. and 
will tip it so as to empty the contents 
nto a hopper, truck, mixer, or other 
‘eceptacle. The machine has a minimum 
1eight of lift of 4 ft. 6 in. It is fabricated 
of 4-in. mild steel of all-welded construc- 
ion and consists of a base, a top unit and 
‘entre sections. The base houses the 
lectrical equipment, control mechanism, 
nain drive and chain compensating 
levice; the top unit contains the actuating 
cam guides for the tipping action, and the 
entre sections, which can be added or 
emoved to alter the height of lift, include 
he appropriate lengths of guide rails. 

The start and return operations are 
ictuated manually, the speed of lift being 
‘0 ft. per minute and the standard tipping 
ngle 30° from the vertical. 
tussell Constructions Ltd., 
Russell House, Adam-street, 
.ondon, WC2. 


2. Swimming Pools 

The use of fibreglass in industry, in- 
luding building, is world-wide. Whole- 
ale use of fibreglass in the construction 
xf swimming pools, however, is compara- 
tively new, and a SWIMMING POOL, 
recently marketed, is therefore of some 
nterest. Manufactured in nine dif- 
ferent sizes, it is claimed to be the 
‘heapest made. As might be expected 
from the materia! used, the units require 
no maintenance, are frost and weather 
proof, and resistant to slime and algae. 
[hey are self-coloured in pastel blue 
throughout and are smooth and cannot 
cause abrasion. When installed for 
private use the pool can be used without 
heating, filtration or chlorination systems, 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


and can be emptied either by syphoning 
with a hose-pipe or fitting a drain outlet 
in the well provided in the bottom of the 
pool. 

Regency Swimming Pools, 

Broad-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs. 


3. Ventilation 


A new electric EXTRACTOR FAN which 
will change the air in an average kitchen 
more than 14 times an hour and also 
prevent surface condensation has now 
been marketed. Designed specially as a 
wail-mounted fan assembly to provide a 
simple means of ventilating relatively 
small spaces, i.e., stores, bathrooms and 
kitchens, it is easy to install. Fitting 
flush with both internal and external wall 
faces, the unit incorporates a number of 
features, including automatic fan control 
by opening or closing louvres; adjustable 
shutters; and a plastic fan impeller for 
quiet operation. The unit is electrically- 
wired and insulated to comply with BS 
specifications. 

Greenwood’s and Airvac Ventilating Co. 
Ltd., 
Beacon House, Kingsway, WC2. 


4. Paints 


An American product recently intro- 
duced into this country is a high quality 
PAINT in aerosol form. Its application is 
fairly simple—pressure on a _ trigger 
releases a controlled spray of paint from 
the container, and it has been used most 
effectively in painting radiators where, 
because of a saving in time, overall costs 
have been markedly reduced. The pres- 
sure in the can at 40 Ib. per sq. in. is 
constant until all the contents have been 
used. 

The paint itself will withstand tempera- 





The largest fibreglass pool in the Regency range, 30 ft. x 10 ft. x 4 ft. 6 in. 


79 





A simple and speedy method of painting 
radiators using an aerosol spray paint 


tures of 240°F and 
petrol and salt water. 
colours, some in 
lacquers, is available. 
Plasti-Kote Ltd., 
Silbury-st., London, N1. 


is resistant to oil, 
\ wide range of 
enamels, some in 


5. Staging 

A range of STAGING EQUIPMENT has 
some new features in design, particular 
emphasis being placed on the _inter- 
changeability of all basic units. Other 
important features include castors on 
telescopic legs which fit all sections, 
snap action hooks which eliminate the 
use of bolts and working load capacity 
of up to 800-lbs. The use of aluminium 
alloys makes the staging easy to assemble 
and dismantle. 

There are two basic types of staging 
available, known as Span and Step. The 
standard Span staging is for horizontal 
access and incorporates adjustable plat- 
form height facilities. The Step staging 
gives a working height of up to 45 feet 
and has a high clearance lower section 
for use where ground obstructions will 
not permit the use of Step type base. 
Martin Thomas Ltd., 

Hayes-rd., Southall, Middlesex. 


6. Technical Publications 


(a) An extensively illustrated leaflet of 
general interest to users of up-and-over 
doors and of particular interest to users 
of the ‘Portaldor’ has been issued by 
Portal Engineering Co. Ltd. of Bancroft- 
rd., Reigate, Surrey. Mainly for use in 
garages, the door is made to accurate 
limits and because of this, its weight is 
balanced by the counterweight leaving 
little friction to overcome. No effort is 
needed to open or close it and it is 
extremely quiet in use. 


(b) A new brochure for *‘ Lathamclad’ 
hardwood has been issued by James 
Latham Ltd., of Leeside Wharf, Clapton, 
London, E5. It contains some useful 
information on external finishes and a 
guide to the timbers which are most 
weather resistant. In addition it lists 
a range of builders’ mouldings which are 
being manufactured in ten different hard- 
woods. Sets of matching skirtings, archi- 
traves, picture rails, cover moulds and 
quadrants have been designed by 
Mr. Anthony Moyes, ARIBA. 





News in Brief 


Employment in Building 


AT THE END of November the number 
employed in the construction industry in 
Great Britain was 1,540,000, a decrease 
of 10,000 compared with the previous 
month. At the end of November, 1959, 
the number so employed was 1,518,000. 


Bricklayer’s Estate 


MR. BERTIE TATE, Of Scarborough, retired 
bricklayer, left £8,155 gross, £8,084 net 
(duty paid, £323). 


Coke Burning Appliances 


A FURTHER supplementary issue of data 
sheets has been released by the Gas 
Council for the sixth edition of the Coke 
Burning Appliances Handbook. Supplies 
may be obtained from the Council, at 
1 Grosvenor-place, London, SWI. 


The Late Mr. J. H. Smith 


WE REGRET TO RECORD the death on 
December 31 of Mr. J. H. Smith, manag- 
ing director of J. H. Heathman Ltd., the 
old-established ladder making firm. Mr. 
Smith was a founder member and past 
president of the Truck and Ladder Manu- 
facturers Association, and served on 
British Standards committees for builders’ 
ladders. 


Hyde Park Information Centre 


A NEW INFORMATION CENTRE was opened 
in Hyde Park on January 11 to answer 
questions about the £54m. Hyde Park 
Corner/ Marble Arch improvement 
scheme. The centre, near the Achilles 
statue by the east carriageway at Hyde 
Park Corner, has been put up by 
Cubitts-Fitzpatrick-Shand, the contractors 
responsible for the project. 


England’s Drinking Habits 


CHRISTMAS and the much discussed pro- 
posals to amend the licensing laws give 
added interest to ‘The Red Hand,’ that 
excellently produced magazine of the Ind 
Coope Group of Companies. The winter 
issue contains a topical commentary on 
licensing law by A. J. P. Taylor, the 
Oxford historian; some legal aspects of 
the new Betting Aet, by Fenton Bresler; 
and a look at some canal-side inns in the 
*Benskin Country’ by Ivan Broadhead. 


EJMA Area Meetings 


THE LAST area meetings for 1960 of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers Associa- 
tion took place at Brighton and Bristol. 
At each of these, members met under the 
chairmanship of Mr. W. R. Price, presi- 
dent of the Association, who commented 
at the Bristol meeting that there was no 
doubt of the value of these opportunities 
of meeting other in the industry, includ- 
ing competitors, to exchange views and 
news of mutual interest. 


Zinc Development Association 


MR. R. LEWIS STUBBS, Director of the Zinc 
Development Association, has been 
appointed Director-General of the Lead 
Development Association and the Zinc 
Development Association. Mr. Stubbs 
will be responsible for the overall direc- 


tion and expansion of the work of both 
organisations, and will represent them at 
international meetings. Each association 
will continue to function separately, and 
general managers will shortly be 
appointed for both. 


Automatic Computer Programming 


A SPECIAL COURSE of seven weekly lec- 
tures on ‘Automatic Programming for 
the Sirius Computer’ will be held at the 
Brixton School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, London, SW4. The course, for 
which the fee will be £1, will commence 
on February 3. A knowledge of elec- 
tronics is not a necessary qualification. 

The Brixton School is also to run a 
course of twelve weekly lectures, com- 
mencing on January 11, on ‘ Cylindrical 
Shell Roof Design.’ The fee will be 30s. 
Further details of both courses may be 
obtained from the secretary of the school. 


Visitors’ Guide to London Transport 


THE LONDON TRANSPORT EXECUTIVE has 
issued a new type of guide for overseas 
and provincial visitors. The guide has 
been planned to help people who know 
nothing about London’s travel services 
and includes coloured diagrams of the 
different bus and coach stop signs, advice 
on the use of travel maps, information on 
ticket and fare arrangements and how to 
reach the principal London sights. French 
and German editions are also to be pub- 
lished. They can be obtained free at 
London Transport’s main inquiry offices. 


Industrial and Factory Law 


A TWO-DAY COURSE OF LECTURES on indus- 
trial and factory law, especially designed 
for industrial managers and executives 
and including the latest legislative 
changes, will be given by Mr. Harry 
Samuels, OBE, MA, barrister-at-law, at 
the Industrial Welfare Society’s head- 
quarters on February 6 to 8. Particulars 
can be obtained from the Society, at 48 
Bryanston-square, London, WI. 







LELLEPOLE OMAR GEE 


| | INOW ONE SIZE 
\' \FITS ALL / 
NORMAL CHIMNEYS : 
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...from 6” to 10” internal diameter, square, round 
or rectangular. (Sizes below 6” and from 10” to 
12” fitted with a fixing sleeve.) Security straps 
bind the Cow] safely against gales. 

No more “‘roof-level” measuring for the purchaser 
and storage space cut to a minimum for the stockist. 
Supplied under written MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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W.H. COLT (LONDON) LTD., SURBITON, SURREY 
ELMBRIDGE O161 (10 LINES) 
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Stone Firms Merger 


SUCCESSFUL negotiations were recently 
concluded for a merger between the Bath 
and Portland Stone Firms Ltd. and South 
Western Stone Co. Ltd. Both companies 
will continue to trade in their own names 
for the time being and it is intended tc 
maintain the existing close personal asso- 
ciations between the companies’ person 
nel and members of the architectural anc 
surveying professions. Mr. P. H. Paken 
ham and Mr. G. H. Lynham are joinins 
the board of South Western Stone Co 
Ltd. and Mr. W. B. Taylor and Mr. A. G 
Partridge the board of the Bath anc 
Portland Stone Firms Ltd. 


Institute of Building Estimators 


A MEETING of the Institute of Building 
Estimators was held at Warrington on 
December 3 to inaugurate the formatior 
of a north-western area covering Nortt 
Wales, Cheshire, Lancashire, Westmor 
land and Cumberland. The followins 
officers were elected: F. H. Sullivan 
chairman; J. K. Hartley, vice-chairman 
R. E. Gibbs, hon. secretary; and R 
Sherratt, hon. treasurer. Messrs. W. S 
Greenhalgh, J. A. Higgins, C. W. John 
son and D. E. Preston were elected tc 
the committee. The next area meetin; 
will be at Warrington on February 18. 


Finance for House Purchase 


PROSPECTIVE house purchasers are ad 
vised to look for a mortgage before look 
ing for a house in ‘ A Guide to Finance 
Available for House Purchase,’ a leafle: 
issued by Frederick T. Clifford, Poo! 
House, Bancroft-road, Reigate, Surrey. 
The leaflet compresses much useful advice 
on the subject into half a dozen pages, 
and the table showing the maximum loan 
likely to be available to the purchaser 
according to salary received and the 
period of repayment proposed will be 
useful to those who have had no previous 
experience of this type of transaction. 


Planning Course for Supervisors 


A COURSE OF PLANNING, intended for 
supervisors who have some experience in 
work study techniques and _ have 
attended a course on work study, will be 
held at the East Ham Technical College, 
Arragon-road, E6, commencing on Janu- 
ary 28. The fee will be £1 10s. 6d. 


Truck and Ladder Manufacturers 


AT THE annual general meeting of the 
Truck and Ladder Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation on November 10 Mr. L. A. 
Frankel, of Angel Truck Co. Ltd., was re- 
elected president, and Mr. R. Moat (Tyne- 
craft Industries Ltd.) and Mr. R. F. Hide 
(Hide & Clements Ltd.) were elected vice- 
presidents. The following were elected 
to the Council: A. C. Drew (Drew, Clark 
& Co. Ltd.), P. W. Gamble (Stephens & 
Carter Ltd.), F. Gough (Gough & Co. 
(Hanley) Ltd.), T. W. Lane (Ladder & 
Fencing Industries (Longhope) Ltd.), 
R. G. Milles (R. D. Milles Ltd.), G. Neild 
(Jacob Neild), J. H. Smith (J. H. Heath- 
man Ltd), and P. R. Whittaker (Lyte Lad- 
ders Ltd.). Honorary life members 
elected were G. A. Cayless (Cayless Bros. 
(Battersea) Ltd.) and P. Crowson (Patent 
Safety Ladder Co. Ltd.). 
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Company News 


At a board meeting held recently, the 
directors of M. J. GLEESON (CONTRACTORS) 
LIMITED recommended a dividend on the 
ordinary shares of the company for the year 
= June 30, 1960, of 174 per cent (less 
tax 

TURNER & NEWALL LTD. recommend the pay- 
ment of a final dividend of 94 per cent (less 
tax) on the present issued ordinary stock 
for the year ended Sept. 30, 1960. 


Personal Column 


THE HON. DAVID MONTAGU, managing 
director of Samuel Montagu & Co., Ltd., 
merchant bankers, has beem appointed a 
director of Bovis Holdings Ltd., parent com- 
pany of the B.H. Group of Companies, 
comprising, inter alia, Bovis Ltd., Gilbert- 
Ash Ltd., Leslie & Co. Ltd., Yeomans & 
Partners Ltd. and Compactom Ltd. 


MR. F. D. WILLIAMSON has succeeded Mr. 
W. J. W. PATON as publicity officer in the 
public relations department of the Cementa- 
tion Group of Companies. 


MR. NORMAN JEPSON has been elected chair- 
man and managing director of Walpamur Co. 
Ltd. MR. L. HODGKINSON has been appointed 
secretary to the Company. 


The Yale & Towne Manufacturing Com- 
pany has appointed MR. S. J. JAMES per- 
sonnel manager of the British Lock & Hard- 
ware Division, Willenhall. 


MR. D. THURLOW BARRITT has_ been 
appointed a director of Twyfords Ltd. He 
is | ous managing director of Simon-Carves 
Ltd. 

MR. J. R. WHITING has been appointed to 
the board of Gilbert-Ash Ltd., succeeding 
MR. L. A. SMITH who retired on December 31. 


The Directors of Turner & Newall Limited 
announce the following changes in the 
boards of certain of their subsidiary com- 
panies which took effect from January 1: 
MR. N. A. MORLING, a member of the parent 
board and chairman of Turner Brothers 
Asbestos Co. Ltd., J. W. Roberts Ltd., and 
Glass Fabrics Ltd., will retire from the boards 
of those companies and MR. G. S. SUTCLIFFE, 
who is also a member of the parent board, 
will assume the chairmanship. MR. SUTCLIFFE, 
who is the present chairman of Ferodo Ltd., 
will retire from the board of that company 
and MR. MORLING will assume the chairman- 
ship. 

Williams and Williams Limited, the metal 
window manufacturers, have appointed mr. 
E. B. T, WRIGHT their new general manager 
at their Roften Works, Hooten, which is 
responsible for their output of standard 
metal windows and pressed steel products. 


E. Boydell & Co. Ltd., of Old Trafford, 
Manchester, manufacturers of Muir-Hill 
Dumpers, Loaders and Shunters, have ap- 
pointed MR. B. N. JOLLY managing director 
to succeed the founder of the company, MR. 
E. BOYDELL, who will remain as chairman. 
Following the acquisition of the equity of 
the company some twelve months ago by 
Winget Ltd., MR. R. DUCAS, chairman of 
Winget and MR. E. F. 0. GASCOIGNE, deputy 
chairman, are also joining the Boydell board. 

Messrs. Stevens & Adams Ltd., Flooring 
Contractors, of Victoria Works, Point 
Pleasant, Wandsworth, SW18, have an- 
nounced that MR. R. R. MORRIS has been a 
elected a director of the company. 


As from January 9 the business of DMA 
PUBLIC RELATIONS will be carried on under 
the new style of DUNCAN MCLEISH AND ASSO- 
CIATES LIMITED, at 101 Fleet-street, London, 
EC4 (tel.: Ludgate Circus 8707-8). 


MR. WALTER WASHBOURNE has been ap- 
pointed general manager of the excavator 
division of Newton Chambers and Co. Ltd., 
rhorncliffe, Sheffield. He succeeds mr. R. J. 
PALMER who will continue as a local direc- 
tor until his retirement which is due in the 
spring. 

Scaffolding (Great Britain) Ltd. have an- 
nounced the appointment of MR. ALAN 
WALKER as London area manager of the SGB 
building equipment division. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (NEW SOUTH WALES).—A con- 
tract for the construction of the largest 
thermal electricity generator in the 
southern hemisphere has been let to an 
Australian electrical company. The con- 
tract, worth about £A2m., was awarded 
by the New South Wales Electricity Com- 
mission to Australian Electrical Industries 
Pty. Ltd. A spokesman for the Elec- 
tricity Commission said the generator 
would be installed in the Vales Point 
power station near Newcastle. 

AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—Costain, Hansen 
& Yuncken Pty. Ltd., a member of the 
Costain Group, has been awarded a con- 
tract to build a £A2.9m. department store 
in Adelaide. The store, known simply as 
Birk’s Store, will rise 10 storeys high on 
a 224 ft. by 206 ft. site. It will be con- 
structed of structural steel—more than 
2,000 tons of it—and concrete, faced with 
marble. The building will be fully air- 
conditioned and will include eight lifts, 
escalators to main shopping areas, full 
fire protection and all modern con- 
veniences for shoppers. Architects are 
Hassell & McConnell, and the quantity 
surveyors, Crisp & Wolferstan, both of 
Adelaide. 

CANADA (MANITOBA).—Steel Structures 
Ltd., of Winnipeg, has been awarded a 
$3m. contract to construct a board plant 
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in south-east Manitoba for the Columbia 
Hardboard Co., of Seattle.... An under- 
ground railway system is under considera- 
tion for Metropolitan Winnipeg. . . . The 
Whiteshell Nuclear Research Station 
development programme is now under 
way. Clearing of the area has started and 
construction on the village (designed for 
7,000 people) will commence this summer. 
Tenders have been opened for the major 
bridge across the Winnipeg River. 
Foundation work for the reactor, power- 
house and other buildings is scheduled 
to start in the autumn. Major work at 
the plant site and village should be in full 
swing by April, 1962. A purchasing office 
for the Atomic Energy Commission is 
being established at 385 St. Mary-avenue, 
Winnipeg. The purchasing list contains 
over 50,000 commodities many of which 
are of interest to the building industry. 

CANADA (NEW BRUNSWICK).—The City of 
Saint John is considering the construc- 
tion of a central administration building 
to include a new city hall, police and fire 
headquarters. . . . The Saint John Ship- 
building Co. Ltd. has announced plans 
for a multi-million-dollar construction 
programme. New buildings, slipways, and 
a prefabrication bay will be constructed 
on an additional 9l-acre site. 

CANADA (NOVA SCOTIA).—A $40m. pulp 
mill is to be constructed at Port Hawkes- 
bury. . . . Plans are under consideration 
for an East River Valley Greater Metro- 
politan Planning Commission, with a view 
to expanding four towns into one city in 
Pictou County. ...A $10m. construc- 
tion expansion programme is scheduled 
for the Sydney RCAF station. 

HONG KONG.—World Enterprises Ltd., 
of Honolulu, are to build an 18-storey 
luxury hotel in Chatham-road, Kowloon. 
The hotel will have 166 rooms and a 
night club decorated in Hawaiian style.... 
The Wing On Investment Co.—Architect, 
G. D. Su, of Hsin Yieh Associates—are 
planning a $58m. development programme 
which will include two 16-storey hotel 
and commercial buildings, a 19-storey 
office block and a 20-storey department 
store. The first stage, estimated to cost 
$10m., will be in Nathan-road, Kowloon, 
and is expected to start building soon 
with completion in 1962.... Eric 
Cumine, FRIBA, has been retained by 
Montana Lands Ltd., as architect for a 
$60m. housing project on the Jordan-road, 
Kowloon, site of the cotton go-downs 
belonging to the Hongkong and Kowloon 
Wharf Co. The scheme will consist of 
twelve 18-storey blocks with eight flats 
on each floor, each flat having one room, 
a kitchen and a bathroom. Total popula- 
tion of the five-acre site will be about 
16.000 persons. . . . A contract has been 
placed by the Hongkong Housing 
Authority for the construction of its Ma 
Tau Wai Estate, with the Cheong Lee Con- 
struction Co., for just under $10m., for 
the first stage. This section will have 
about 10,000 people in thirteen-storey 
buildings. The architect is J. R. Firth, 
ARIBA. 

KENYA.—Nairobi City Council is 
reported from Kenya by Barclays Bank 
DCO to have awarded a contract worth 
£1,467,446 for the construction of an 
African township of 3,002 family houses 








82 


and ancillary services. The contractor- 
financed contract for the township of 
Ofafa has been awarded to Alfred 
McAlpine & Son (Pty.) Ltd., an associated 
company of Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son 
Ltd. The tender provides that houses 


are to be constructed within three years. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA.—Barclays 
Bank DCO reports that the recently con- 
stituted Bank of Development has 
invested £1,358,337 for building purposes 
in the province of Mocambique and has 
also granted loans of approximately 
£418,750 to various municipalities in the 
province. 

SAIGON.—A £1}m. contract for the con- 
struction of a new runway at Tan Son 
Nut to take jet aircraft has been awarded 
to the E. V. Lane Corporation of Palo 
Alto, California. Eighty per cent of the 
finance will come from the US Inter- 
national Co-operation Administration and 
the rest from Vietnam Government funds. 


SIERRA LEONE.—Recent grants made 
under the Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Act are reported by Barclays Bank 
DCO to include £153,000 to Sierra Leone 
towards the cost of road-work from 
Pendembu to Kenya River and from 
Nyandehun to Tikoko, the building of 
the Kenya Bridge and the substructure of 
the Moa Bridge. This work will help to 
improve communications in the Kailahun 
District. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.-—The first tenders 
may shortly be called for the construc- 
tion of part of the new Teacher Training 
College at Hillside, Bulawayo, of which 
the first two stages will cost some 
£264,000. The first stage is expected to 
consist of a women’s hostel, principal’s 
house, dining-room block, some accom- 
modation in the tutorial block and cer- 
tain external works. This stage should 
be reached early in 1962. 


UGANDA.—A World Bank mission is 
reported by Barclays Bank DCO to have 
recently visited Uganda to discuss the 
Protectorate’s application for a loan to 
build feeder roads, and spent three weeks 
visiting the areas involved. The Govern- 
ment’s aim is to open up fresh parts of 
fertile country for settlement and cultiva- 
tion by people from overpopulated areas 
and facilitate the movement of cash crops 
and consumer goods. 


Overseas Contract Open 


IRAQ.—The Director General of Water and 
Electricity Ministry of Municipalities of the 
Republic of Iraq invites tenders from 
engineering firms with experience in public 


works for the supply and erection of a 
complete water supply system, together 
with the construction of a pumping house 
and all ancillary work in the Makhmour 


Town of Arbil; the Suwaib town of Basrah; 
and the Abu Saida, Diala, respectively. The 
tenders are to be submitted on three separate 
tender forms. The general conditions and 
specifications may be obtained from the 
accounts section of the Directorate General 
mm production of a valid Chamber of Com- 
merce Certificate, or from the Iraq Embassy, 
2i Queen’s-gate, London, SW7, on payment 
of the sum of ID.10s., or equivalent, for each 
copy or for two copies. Tenders should be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Purchasing 
Committee, Ministry of Municipalities, 
Baghdad. Closing date for the Makhmour 
and Suwaib tenders is February 4, and for 
the Abu Saida tender, February 28. 
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College Extension 

HERIOT-WATT COLLEGE, Edinburgh, are to 
acquire the old Corn Exchange, Grass- 
market, Edinburgh, for an extension esti- 
mated to cost £750,000. A 7-storey build- 
ing for the building and commerce 
departments is proposed and the electri- 
cal department may also be included in 
the project. The old Corn Exchange was 
built in 1849 at a cost of £20,000 and 
was designed by Mr. David Cousin. 


Glasgow Developments 

GLASGOW CORPORATION are to be asked to 
apply for a compulsory purchase order 
for the Albion Greyhound Stadium, 
Glasgow, for building purposes. The 
stadium was bought by Ranger Football 
Club recently. 

Glasgow Corporation Planning Com- 
mittee has approved in principle plans for 
a new building for the Institute of 
Genetics at Glasgow University, and 
several major developments for the Royal 
College of Science & Technology. Six 
shops and nine houses will be demolished 
to make way for the new University 
Building. The architect is Sir Basil 
Spence. The building will be about 5- 
storeys high. 

An eight-storey extension to the new 
engineering block, a seven-storey chemis- 
try block, and a 3-storey chemical tech- 
nology block are planned for the Royal 
Technical College. The architects are 
Walter Underwood & Partner, Glasgow. 
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Illustrated details on request for 
Cladding, ills, Coping and 
Flooring etc. 


KIRKSTONE GREEN 
SLATE QUARRIES Ltd. 
Ambleside Westmorland. 
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Overspill Discussions 


THE POSSIBLE absorption in Dumfries of 
overspill population from Glasgow will 
be discussed at a meeting shortly between 
members of the Industry Sub-committee 
of Dumfries Town Council and Glasgow 
Corporation. 

Dumfries Council agreed in November 
last year to reopen the question of Glas- 
gow overspill, and a preliminary meeting 
between officials has since taken place. 


Hotel Scheme for Glasgow 


PLANS for a new hotel to be built in Glas- 
gow have been approved by a planning 
sub-committee of Glasgow Corporation. 
Estimated to eost almost £400,000, the 
hotel is to be built by Great Universal 
Stores Ltd., at the junction of Jamaica- 
street and Clyde-street overlooking the 
Clyde. The hotel will be of 10 storeys 
and will contain 115 bedrooms. 


Street Furniture Exhibition 


AN EXHIBITION of photographs of street 
furniture—it will include lighting 
columns, bus shelters and litter bins—is 
to be held at The Scottish Design Centre 
in Glasgow from January 23 to February 
18. Good and bad examples will be on 
show. The good have been chosen from 
‘Design Index’ (the CoID photographic 
record of good design) and, in the case of 
the lighting columns, from the Council’s 
List of Approved Designs. The exhibi- 
tion will be open daily, except Sundays, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is 
free. 


Colour and Design Scheme 

AYRSHIRE LOCAL authorities are consider- 
ing a scheme to introduce colour and 
design to the main shopping centres in 
the county. The lines will be similar to 
the Civic Trust’s experiment in Magdalen- 
street, Norwich. Centres involved will 
be Ardrossan, Cumnock, Girvan, Maybole 
and Dalry. 


Housing in Aberdeen 


DURING this year Aberdeen Housing Com- 
mittee hope to approve the erection of 
1,041 houses and 1,092 in 1962. These 
will be in the form of many multi-storey 
blocks proposed for the city in the next 
few years. 

Tenders for the erection of 92 Corpora- 
tion houses at a cost of £178,959 have 
been approved by the committee. These 
houses will be erected at the Kaimhill 
central area, Balnagask, and twelve at 
Cummings Park. A technical college is 
also to be built at a cost of more than 
£1 million, accommodating more than 
3,000 students. It will be situated on a 
site between Gallowgate and Loch-street. 


New Buildings 


GLASGOW.—The Corporation and _ the 
British Railways are to meet to discuss the 
possibility of a car park being built on the 
rcof of Queen-st. station. 

GLASGOW.—The Toledo Cinema, Muir- 
end, Glasgow, owned by ABC Ltd., is to be 
converted into a 24 alley bowling rink. 

DUNFERMLINE.—Monotype Corporation 
Ltd. have received Dean of Guild approval 
for their new Albeath-rd., Dunfermline, 
factory which will stretch 240 ft. by 64 ft. on 
the Halbeath site. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (rR) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 18 

(aR) HAMPSHIRE CC.—{a) Extensions 
and adaptations to Basingstoke county high 
sch. (b) Erection of Porchester Northern 
county jun. sch. County T. Dep. £2 2s. 
(each contract). 

TANUARY 19 

(ar) SURREY CC.—Adaptations and ex- 
tensions to Coulsden and Purley county sec. 
boys’ sch. County A. 

(aR) SURREY CC.—(a) Proposed exten- 
sion to Guildford Park Barn county prim. 
sch. (b) Proposed new library and clinic at 
Stafford-rd., Caterham. 


(aR) BRISTOL CITY C.—Erection of a 
single-storey nursery unit forming part of 
Redcliff redevelopment. City A. 

(aR) BUNGAY UDC.—Erection of 14 
houses and eight garages at St. Mary’s Field 


estate. Piper Whalley & Ptnrs., council’s 
— 5 Earsham-st., Bungay. Dep. 
2s. 


JANUARY 21 

(ar) ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for: 
(a) Extensions to Hornchurch Scargill county 
prim. sch.; (b) extensions to Cranham 
Engayne county prim. sch.; (c) erection of 
West Horndon county prim. 'sch.; (d) erection 
of Springfield county prim. sch.; (e) erection 
of Shelley county jun. sch.; (f) erection of 
Romford ESN sch.; (g) erection of Stanford- 
le-Hope county prim. sch. County A. 
(separate applications). 

(aR) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Erection of 
new science block at Western sec. sch. 
Boro’ A. Tenders bv Feb. 13. 

NUARY 23 

(aR) BRECONSHIRE CC.—Erection of a 
comprehensive sch. at Rhydw site, Brynmawr. 
County A. Dep. £3 3s. 

(aR) BRISTOL CITY C.—Fixed price 
tenders for a new youth centre at South- 
mead. City A. 

(ar) COSELEY UDC.—Erection of 164 
dwellings at Woodcross North housing site. 
Clerk to C. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders bv Feb. 24. 

(ak) EAST SUFFOLK JOINT STANDING 
COM.—Firm price tenders for one pair of 
police inspectors’ houses, etc., at Normanston- 
Lowestoft. County A. Tenders by Feb. 
10. 

(ark) NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CC.—Erec- 
tion, and installation of oil-fired central heat- 
ing system, of Duston CoE sch. County A. 

(aR) WORCESTERSHIRE CC.—Altera- 
tions and additions to Halesowen grammar 
sch. J. G. T. Cole and Ptnrs., architects, 
Central Buildings, Long-la., Blackheath, 
Birmingham. 

(aR) WORCESTERSHIRE CC. — Exten- 
sions to Woodrush county sec. sch., Wvthall, 
nr. Birmingham. S. T. Walker & Ptnrs., 
architects, 9  Frederick-rd., Edgbaston, 


Birmingham. 
JANUARY 24 
(ark) ENFIELD BC.—Erection of 16 houses 
ind 16 garages at Ingersoll-rd., Enfield. Boro’ 
E&S. Dev. £2 2s. Tenders by Feb. 20. 
OMAGH RDC.—Erection of 23 dwellings 
it Dromore, Co. Tyrone. Rural District 
Council Offices, Serene Omagh, Co. 
Tyrone. Dep. 
(aR) WEST SUSSEX CC.—Fixed price 
enders for three-class instalment of new 
rim. sch. at Chichester. County A. 
JANUARY 26 
(ar) LUTON BC.—Fixed price tenders for 








a slaughterhouse at Toddington-rd. Boro’ A. 
AN 


UARY 27 
(ak) PETERBOROUGH JOINT EDUCA- 
TION BD.—Extension to Peterborough Tech- 
nical College. Portess & Richardson, archi- 
tects, Lloyds Bank Chambers, Peterborough. 


Dep. £3 3s 
JANUARY 31 

(A) MID-WALES POLICE AUTH.—Erec- 
tion of new police houses at Doll-st., 
a Montgomeryshire. Clerk to 
Auth. 

(ar) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Erection of 
one four-storey block adjoining shops at 
Weston Farm estate. Boro’ E. 

FEBRUARY I 

(aR) CHESTER CC.—Erection of Elles- 
mere Port county grammar sch. for girls. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Feb. 28. 


FEBRUARY 2 

NORTHERN IRELAND—MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE.—Erection of Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary county headquarters at Mountjoy 
Road, Omagh, Co. Tyrone. Room 103, Law 
Courts Building. Relfast. Dev, £5. 

FEBRUARY 3 

(aA) SUNDERLAND CBC.—Provision of 
new playing field at Fulwell sch. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

(4) MAIDENHEAD - BC.—Firm price 
tenders for 31 garages at Larchfield and 
housing estates. Boro’ E&S& Dep. 
£2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 6 

(4) BOGNOR REGIS UDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for improvements to following 
council houses: (a) 54 houses at Mons-ave. / 
Hawthorn-rd.; (b) 19 houses at Collyer-ave.; 
(c) 19 houses at Gravits-la. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
(each contract). 

(4) SALFORD CITY C.—Firm price 
tenders for proposed caretaker’s house at 
Summerville Road county prim. sch., Sal- 
ford 6. Citv F&S. DNen, £? 2s. 

(AR) WALTHAMSTOW BC.—Erection of 
Stoneydown jun. sch. Boro’ Ed. Officer. 

FEBRUARY 9 

(4) OLDHAM CBC.—Fixed price tenders 

for proposed branch library at Limeside 


estate. Cameron & Middleton, chartered 
quantitv surveyors, 21 Queen-st., Oldham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 13 
(aA) COLCHESTER  BC.—Fixed price 
tenders for: (a) 80 dwellings at Greenstead, 
and (b) 36 garages at Ipswich-Harwich-rd. 
site. Boro’ A. Dep. £10 10s. and £2 2s., 
respectively. 


KEEP * * 
BUILDING* 


DESPITE* 
FROST %& 


CEMENTONE 





frost proofer and concrete 
hardener enables work to 
continue even at tempera- 
tures as low as 16° below 
freezing 


No.8 


from your 
merchant NOW 
J. FREEMAN SONS & CO. LTD.. Cementone Works, SW18 





FEBRUARY 14 
(aA) CROYDON CBC.—Adaptations to 
form science laboratory at Lanfranc sec. 
girls’ sch., Thornton-rd. Ch. Ed. Officer. 
FEBRUARY 15 
(a) ALCESTER RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for six flats at Seggs-la., 12 at Henley-st. and 
12 bungalows at Redditch-rd. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
(a) YORK CITY C.—{a) Third stage of 
Ashfield Technical College, Tadcaster-rd. 
(b) Erection of new Archbishop of Holgate’s 
rammar sch., Hull-rd. City A. Dep. £3. 
each contract). 
FEBRUARY 21 
(4) WALSALL CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of a new jun. sch. at Mossley 
estate, Bloxwich. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 28 
(A) CROYDON CBC.—Erection of new 
swimming bath on community centre site, 
Central Parade. New Addington. Boro’ E. 
(A) EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE CC. 
—Erection of a general grammar sch. at 
Fulford nr. York. County A. Dep. £2. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC, 


JANUARY 23 
s ISLE OF ELY CC.—Materials, etc. County 


JANUARY 26 
(aA) MITCHAM BC.—External painting of 
946 dwellings on various sites. Boro’ E&S. 
ANUARY 27 
(A) NORTH RIDING EC.—Supplying and 
fixing of metal windows at Haxby branch 


library, nr. York. County A. 
JANUARY 31 
. (A) JARROW BC.—Materials, etc. Boro’ 
FEBRUARY 2 
(A) LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL BD.— 
Soil investigation requirements. City A. 
Dep. £1 
FEBRUARY 3 


(aA) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—Fixed price 
tenders for external works to provide facili- 
ties for buses at Prissick sch. base. Director 
of Ed. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY II 

(A) WREXHAM BC.—Fixed price tenders 

for the supply and delivery of sanitary fit- 


tings. Boro’ 
FEBRUARY 14 
(A) HEMEL HEMPSTEAD BC.—Improve- 
ment works to 63 pre-war council houses in 
Seaton-rd. (four contracts). Boro’ E 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


JANUARY 25 
UTTOXETER UDC.—Construction of 
about 5,200yd. of 10in. and 1,500yd. of 8in. 
spun-iron water mains, with fittings and 
other incidental works, between Rocester 
and Uttoxeter. Willcox, Raikes & Marshall, 
engrs., 33 Great Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 31 

MIDHURST RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the construction of 6,250 sq. yd. of car 
park, access roads and footways, together 
with ancillary works and approx. 270 lin. yd. 
of 9in. dia, asbestos-cement sewer at Grange- 
rd., Midhurst. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

RHYL UDC.—-Laying of 6,400yd. of 15in. 
dia. asbestos-cement water main between 
Bodelwydden and Rhyl. Water E. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 2 

STAFFORDSHIRE CC.—Construction of 
dual carriageways on a section of the Win- 
chester-Preston trunk road  A.34 (Stafford- 
Stoke), from M.P. *‘ Stone 2}’ to Strongford 
Bridge. Clerk to C. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 3 

CRANBROOK RDC.—Construction of 
approximately three miles of small diameter 
sewers and rising mains, the construction of 
two sewage pumping stations, a sewage dis- 
posal works and other ancillary work. 
Howard Humphreys & Sons, Ccl.’s constg. 
engrs., West-st., Epsom, Surrey. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 27 

TENDERING RDC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the construction of approx. 19,500yd. of 
6in. and Yin. stoneware sewers; 6,500yd. of 
4in., 6in. and 7in. rising main; 283 man- 
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holes; seven pumping stations and a sewage 
treatment works consisting of screening 
chambers, settlement tanks, percolating 
filters, humus tanks, digestion tanks, sludge 
beds and ancillary works. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


BRENTFORD. — School Extensions. — 
Middx. CC has approved, subject to necessary 
consents, further extensions to Brentford sec. 
boys’ and girls’ schools. Est. £162,411. 

HACKNEY.—Planning Application.—BC 
is to seek planning permission from LCC to 
erect a block of flats at 66-72 Amhurst Park. 

HAMMERSMITH.—Planning Application. 
~The LCC has received a town planning 
application from BC for the erection of eight 
blocks of flats on site in Mardale-st. /South- 
brook-st. 

ISLINGTON. — Planning Application. — 
Adam Gibster is applying to LCC for town 
planning permission to erect an office block 
at Hercules-pl./Holloway-rd. on behalf of 
Ever Ready Co. (GB) [td. 

LAMBETH.—Planning Application.—LCC 
has received a town planning application 
from Moiret & Wood for the erection of a 
block of flats next to theatre site, South 


Bank. 

LEWISHAM.—Planning Application.—An 
application to erect five housing schemes for 
171 dwellings, including 31 for old people, 
has been received by the LCC from the BC. 

LONDON (City).—Planning Application.— 
The LCC has received a town planning appli- 
cation from Farquharson & McMorran for 
the erection of a divisional police station at 
Wood-st. / Love-la. / Aldermanbury. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—Planning Applica- 
tion.—The LCC has received a town plan- 
ning application from Devereux & Davies for 
the erection of a 17-storey office building, 
with room for flats, at 113-127 Park-rd. 

SHOREDITCH.—Planning Applications.— 
The following town planning applications 
have been received by the LCC: Housing at 
Charles-sq./Old-st./Pitfield-st. (BC); block 
four of housing at St. John’s estate (BC). 

STEPNEY Planning Applications. — 
The following town planning applications 
have been received by the LCC: District 
offices and meeting rooms for T. & G.W. 
Union at Salter-st. area. (White & Travis); 
redevelopment including covered market and 
office block on site bounded by Middlesex- 
st. /Goulston-st. / Whitechapel High-st. (Harold 
Selby & Co.). 

WALTHAMSTOW.—Housing.—MBC have 
approved a scheme submitted by the Boro’ A. 
for the development of Reosslyn-rd. /Evelyn- 
rd. area by the erection of eight one-bed. 
flats and 30 maisonettes, 18 houses and 59 
garages. 

WEMBLEY.—School _ Buildings.—Middx. 
CC has approved the erection of new build- 
ings for the Alperton sec. girls’ sch. Est. 
£174,870. 

WESTMINSTER. — Planning  Applica- 
tions.—The following town planning appli- 
cations have been received by the LCC: New 
building including ground floor restaurant, 
offices, residential accommodation and base- 
ment car park at 11, 12, 14 and 15 Arling- 
ton-st. (R. Seifert and Ptnrs.); new office 
building at 22 Arlington-st. (Stone, Toms & 
Ptnrs.; new hotel at 10-13 Grosvenor-sq. 
(Lewis, Solomon, Kaye & Ptnrs.). 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ABINGDON.—TC is recommended to 
approve Works & Planning Com. negotiating 
with City & Town Buildings Ltd., with a view 
to reaching an agreement upon a comprehen- 
sive scheme for the redevelopment of the 
town. 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.—RC Auth. pro- 
pose erection of sec. sch. at Lees-rd... . 
CoE Auth. propose erection of jun. sch. at 
Lordsfields estate. ... Following for BC: 
18 flats/six shops/llgarages at Hazlehurst: 
housing development at Ellison-st. 

BACUP.—Corporation are to build 50 
houses and garages at Tunstead-rd. estate. 
. . . TC have approved in principle a plan 
submitted by Connolly Brothers (Builders) 
Ltd. for the erection of 20 bungalows in the 


town. 








Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











BARNSLEY.—BC propose erection of new 
police headquarters. 

BRIGHOUSE.—Joe Beamont Ltd. propose 
industrial development at Wakefield-rd. 
industrial estate. 

BUCKLEY.—Erection of four old people’s 
dwellings and 12 sd houses at Burntwood are 
proposed by UDC. 

BUXTON.—Fernpark Investment Co. Ltd. 
propose conversion of Pavilion Hotel into 
seven flats.... Derbys. CC propose erection 
of clinic at Bath-rd.... Derbys. EC propose 
erection of College of Further Education.... 
Following for BC: Establishment of site for 
light industry at Ashbourne-rd.; erection of 
new swimming pool at Natural Baths, The 
Crescent. 

CARLISLE.—City C has approved sketch 
plans by City E (L. J. A. Stow) for the erec- 
tion of proposed youth and community centre 
at Harraby.... Shop extensions to provide 
offices are proposed between Botchergate and 
Collier-la. for Carlisle South-End Co-op. 
Society Ltd. Plans by CWS Architect’s 
Dept., 90 Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on- 


Tyne. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—Wimpey & Co. 
Ltd., Fenwick-ter., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are 
planning houses at Lumley. 

COLWYN BAY.—Denbighs. EC propose 
erection of new jun. sch. at Mochdre. 

CRANBORNE (Dorset). — MoE has 
approved the establishment of a new sec. 
sch. at Cranborne. ... EC envisage exten- 
sion to Ferndown sec. sch. in the approved 
major building programme for 1962-63. 

CRAWLEY.—UDC has approved scheme 
for a £212,000 swimming pool of champion- 
ship size to be built on proposed Sports 
Centre in Three Bridges-rd., Crawley. .. . 
Plans have been passed for erection of 
£20,000 church dedicated to St. Alban at 
Gossops Green. It will be built on site 
between Windmill PH and present wooden 
church and hall. ... Planning permission 
has been given by BC for erection of RC 
church hall and presbytery at corner of 
Tilgate-way and Garrick-walk, Tilgate. Est. 
£30,000. ... Plans have been submitted to 
BC for construction of a £400,000 entertain- 
ments centre on a site next to Embassy 
cinema in Crawley High-st. 

CREWE.—TC have agreed in principle a 
suggested layout submitted by the Reema 
Construction Company for the development 
of land at Moat House Farm as a housing 
estate. This includes an 1l-storey block of 
flats—the town’s first. 

DARLINGTON. — J. V. Spencer, 171 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, is the architect 
for proposed laboratory and office, and 
bakery extension on Aycliffe trading estate 
for the Industrial Estates Management Cor- 
poration. 

DURHAM.—City C has invited Tarren & 
Caller, architects, 16 Great North-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, to submit plans for proposed 
housing developments at Crossgate. 

FARNWORTH.—BC propose erection of 
85 dwellings at Plodder-la. south. 

GOSFORTH.—The Lake District Planning 
Board have approved plans for the erection 
of 43 houses with garages at Whitecroft. 

HALIFAX.—TC have approved an outline 
application of the Warley Construction Co. 
Ltd. for the erection of three blocks of three- 
storey flats and 20 garages at Old Well 
Head, Halifax. 

HEANOR.—Derbys. EC propose exten- 
sions to workshop at Technical College. 

HEBBURN (Co. Durham).—Tenders are 
being invited by the UDC for the erection 
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of four-storey maisonettes in the central 


development area. 

HEXHAM.—The Hadrian Supply Co. Ltd.. 
Norham-rd., North Shields, have bought 
premises in Fore-st. for conversion into a 
grocery supermarket. 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING. — UDC _ Sur- 
veyor (A. Veitch) is to report on suitable 
sites in the Newbottle ward for the erection 
of a community hall. 

HOVE.—TC has granted outline permis- 
sion for £700,000 block of luxury flats on site 
of Kingsway Hotel on seafront. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Morgan & Carn, Grand-ave.. 


ove. 
HUYTON-WITH-ROBY.—Greencoat Pro- 
perties Ltd., London, are to redevelop town 
centre for UDC. 
HYDE.—BC propose erection of communal 
buildings and shopping centre at Gee Cross 


area. 
KNUTSFORD.—UDC propose conversion 

of the picture house into market hall. 
LEEDS.—TC to propose erection of 269 


dwellings and 270 garages at Kirkstall- 
hill /Commercial-rd. 
MANCHESTER.—A. J. Preston (Bldg. 


Contrs.) Ltd. propose erection of two-storey 
shop/offices, after demolition of existing 487 
Stockport-rd., Longsight. 
MANSFIELD.—George Wimpey & Co. Ltd. 
propose erection of 76 houses/76 garages at 
Oak Tree-la. estate. . .. Foister, Clay & 
Ward Ltd. propose erection of offices/toilets 
at Southwell-rd. west.... Following for BC: 
three-storey block flats at Racecourse hous- 
ing estate; multi-storey car park at Stockwell 


Gate. 

NEW MILTON (Hants.).—Lymington BC 
has accepted in principle, draft lay-out plan 
for 34-acre housing scheme at Gore-rd., New 
Milton. Plan envisages the use of seven 
acres for 22 houses and 58 flats and use of 
remaining 27 acres for 80 houses and 200 


ats. 

POTTERNE (Wilts.).—CC has purchased 
site at Ryeleaze for the erection of new sch. 

READING.—Proposals for stage 2 of 
major development plan for Royal Berkshire 
Hospital, Reading, est. £4m., have been 
approved by Oxford Regional Hospital 
ser Major reconstruction of Fanum- 
hse., AA’s area headquarters, is now in pro- 
gress. The new building should be completed 
early in 1962. 

REDCAR.—TC is planning the erection of 
270 aged people’s bungalows during the next 
two years. 

RYTON-ON-TYNE.—Mooney & Knox, 
bldrs., Hexham Old-rd., Ryton, are to erect 
14 bungalows at Peth-la., Ryton. 

SALISBURY & WILTON.—RDC are to 
build 78 dwellings in their 1961 programme. 

SEAHAM.—UDC is considering’ the ques- 
tion of purchasing the disused Princess 
Cinema for conversion into an indoor swim- 
ming bath. 

SEDGLEY.—UDC propose erection of 
three blocks flats at Garden-walk estate and 
residential development at Turners-hill / Hill- 
crest /Round-hill / Valley-rd. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—MoE have approved 
EC’s preliminary plans for a proposed hostel 
at the Marine and Technical College, and 
final plans are to be prepared. The architects 
are Meade Taylor & Wilson, 33 Lansdowne- 
rd., London, Wl. ... Federated Properties 
Ltd., Southend, Fernwood-rd., Jesmond, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, propose shops and offices in 
Frederick-st. The firm have their own archi- 
tect.... TC is to erect ten shops and flats 
in the Mile End-rd. area at a cost of £52,500 
and work will start during 1961. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. — Marsh Ltd., 
bidrs., Grangefield-rd., Stockton, propose 80 
houses at Halstone-hse., and 114 at Bishop- 
ton-rd. west. 

SWINTON & PENDLEBURY.—BC 
pose housing development at Folly-la. 

THATCHAM (Berks.).—Reeds Ltd. have 
been granted planning approval for new 
offices, laboratory and a medical centre. 

WALSALL.—Following for BC: Office 
block /12 shops/public conveniences/car park 


pro- 


at Digbeth/High-st., redevelopment area, 
£190,000 est.; public hall at Bloxwich, 
» £55,000 est. 


WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Plans are in hand 
for the erection of a new RC sec. sch. for 
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girls to be known as St. Anne’s. Architect 
is T. Crawford, 91, Borough-rd., Middles- 
brough. 

WHICKHAM (Co. Durham). — F. M. 
Willers Ltd., contrs., 49 Grange-rd., Darling- 
ton, are seeking permission to erect 18 houses 
at Church-st., to plans by Fennell & Baddiley, 
Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. 

WHITLEY BAY.—TC is considering the 
erection of old people’s flatlets at Seaton- 
ville. Boro’ E is E. Roberts. 

WIGAN.—At a cost of £92,529 a new fire 
station is to be built in France-st. 

WOKINGHAM (Berks.). — RDC has 
received applications from: Mrs. Delatour 
Corrie for erection of one ten-storey block of 
flats, 12-storey block and two-storey block 
with caretaker’s accommodation, 117 units 
total, at Shepherds-hill, Woodley; P. H. 
Smith (Reading) Ltd., for two-storey block of 
12 flats at Selsdon-ave., residential develop- 
ment on land north of Church-rd., and 187 
houses, 12 shops and one petrol service 
station on land east of Church-rd., Woodley; 
Director of Education, Berkshire, for county 
gram. sch. on Bulmershe estate at Woodley; 
J. T. Cook & Sons Ltd. for erection of 101 
houses, phase 1 of new Southlake estate, 
Woodley; SEC (Bldrs.) Reading Ltd., for six 
houses off Beechwood-ave., Woodley; H. A. 
Coff Ltd. for erection of 150 garages at Coles- 
mansmoor-la., Woodley; Trustees of Metho- 
dist Church property at Woodley for erection 
of church and schoolroom premises, with 
residential accommodation corner Arundel, 
Crockhamwell-rds., Woodley. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(AM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 

BARNSLEY.—Erection of 28 dwellings at 
St. Helens housing site for BC. (A) T. H 
Watford Ltd., Wombwell, £32,390. 

BILLINGHAM-ON-TEES. — Erection of 
first part of new shopping centre on the Rose- 
berry-rd. housing estate for UDC. Architects 
are Elder and Lester, Midland Bank-chbrs., 
Town-sq., Billingham. (A) T. G. Construc- 
tion Co. Ltd., Wolverhampton, £73,000 (trans- 
ferred from the associate firm of Tarslag 
Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees). 

BIRMINGHAM.—Following for City C: 
Alterations and extensions to Hodge Hill 
sec. sch. (A) Thomas Lowe & Sons Ltd., 
Burton-on-Trent, £105,618. Erection of shops 
and dwellings at Nechells Green redevelop- 
ment area. (A) A. G. Churcher (Birmingham) 
Ltd., £19,373. Erection of eight dwellings 
and 21 garages at Glebe Farm-rd., Stech- 
ford. (aA) Hunt & Pearcey Ltd., Solihull, 
Warks., £16,991. Erection of 14 dwellings 
at Woodcock-la., Northfield. (aA) A. : 
Houghton & Co. Ltd., Birmingham 28, 
£25,744. Erection of nine dwellings and 24 
garages at Trittiford-rd., Billesley. (A) 
Gilligan Bros. Ltd., Hall Green. Birmingham, 
£19,890. 

BLYTH.—Erection of eight shops, three 
flats and maisonettes, for S. McCullough 
Ltd., High West-st., Gateshead. Architect 
is R. F. Hall, 41 Deepdale-rd., Cullercoats, 
Tynemouth. (A) Direct labour. 

BRADFORD.—New health clinic and con- 
sulting suites at Holme Wood housing estate 
for TC. (A) M. Booth & Sons Ltd., £38,208. 

BUXTON. — Erection of public con- 
veniences at Harpur-hill for BC. (a) Direct 
labour. 

CHELMSFORD.—Erection of 58 flats, etc., 
at Melbourne-ave. for BC. Boro’ E&S is E. P. 
Allen. Quantities by E. C. Harris & Ptnrs. 
(a4) Thomas Bates & Son Ltd. The Old 
Brick-wks., Church-rd., Harold Wood, Rom- 
ford, Essex, £146,480. 

CHESHIRE.—Erection of two-form entry 
RC sec. sch. at Oxford-rd., Macclesfield, for 
EC. (a) Cooper Bros. & J. Clayton Ltd., 
£119,400. 

CROSBY.—Erection of eleven pairs of 
houses with garages at Cranfield-rd. and 
Edgemoor-dr. for BC. (a) S. Byron Ltd., 2a 
Piercefield-rd. Formby, Lancs., £42,099. 

DARLINGTON.—Erection of 44 houses on 
the Firth Moor Estate for TC. (Ra) Direct 
labour, £66,764. 


DURHAM.—Following for City C: Erec- 
tion of the new Peterlee Shotton Hall mod. 
sch. (A) M. D. Lilley and Son, Back Woods- 
ter., Murton, Co. Durham, £145,664. Erec- 
tion of the proposed West Pelton mod. sch. 
(A) Harry Kindred Ltd., 371 West-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £140,137. Additions to 
Ryton new mod. sch. (A) Harry Kindred 
Ltd., 371 West-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
£149,451. Erection of school at Cleadon 
near South Shields. (A) Middleton and Co., 
Queen Alexandra Bridge Approach, Sunder- 
land, £58,599. 

HUNGERFORD.—Erection of seven old 
people’s bungalows at Lambourn for UDC. 
(A) J. T. Gibbs & Co., £11,843. 

KENDAL.—Erection of 10 flats at Caro- 
line-st., for TC. (aA) W. H. Ainsworth & Co. 
Ltd., £10,972. 

LEWISHAM.—Erection of 76 maisonettes, 
37 flats, 24 houses and 25 garages at Syden- 
ham Park-rd. /Sydenham Park /Longfield-cres. 
for MBC. 

Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. ... £373,040 
Thomas and Edge, Ltd. __...! ... 369,549 
W. R. Oldham, Ltd.... sa .. 368,486 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. ... 368,216 
Allen Fairhead and Sons, Ltd. ... 365,969 
Halse and Son, Ltd. oo ... 358,124 
W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd. 357,574 


Leslie and Co., Ltd. ... a 356,234 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. ... ae 354,500 
Y. J. Lovell (London), Ltd. ... 352,640 
(A) Croudace, Ltd. ... 5a 350,074 
Griggs and Son, Ltd. 345,723 


(GD) LONDON _ (Admiralty).—Particulars 
of contract over £4,000 in value: Fifeshire: 
Steam duct; William Dale & Son Ltd., Dun- 
fermline. 

(GD) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week ended 
January 6: Building work: Driffield, Yorks.; 
F. Shepherd & Son Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., 
York. Benbecula, Hebrides; Scottish Tar- 
macadam Ltd., 44-52 Bilbao-st., Glasgow, C5. 
Abingdon, Berks.; F. R. Hipperson & Son 
Ltd., Invicta-hse., Wantz-rd., Dagenham, 
Essex. Leconfield, Yorks; F. Hall & Sons 
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Ltd., 61 Alexandra-rd., Hull, Yorks. Arti- 
ficers’ work: Langtoft, Northants; Bettles 
Building Co. Ltd., 80 Alma-rd., Peterborough, 
Northants. Wattisham (Suffolk), etc.; Hay- 
mills (Contractors) Ltd., Hanger Green, 
Western-ave., London, W5. Painting work: 
Church Fenton, etc., Yorks.; Messrs. Joseph 
V. Dowling, 27 St. Anns-rd., Rotherham, 
Yorks. Installation work central heating 
(conversion to oil firing): Halton, Bucks.; The 
Freeman Heating Co. Ltd., 314-314a Balham 
High-rd., London, SWI17. Prefabricated 
Buildings (design, supply and_ erection): 
Aden; W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke Ltd., 
Haydn-rd., Sherwood, Nottingham. 

(GD) LONDON (British Railways).—New 
contracts placed by Western Region:— 
Construction of accommodation for outdoor 
mechanical staff, Chief Mechanical & Elec- 
trical Engineer’s Department, Swansea (High 
Street); J. & P. Zammit Ltd., Copper works, 
Llaneliy, Carms.—Supply, delivery, super- 
vision of erection and commissioning of a 
water softening plant at Bristol Bath Road 
diesel maintenance depot; Permutit Co. 
Ltd., Gunnersbury-ave., London, W4.—Pro- 
vision and installation of private automatic 
telephone exchanges at Southall, West 
Drayton, Slough and Maidenhead Stations; 
Automatic Telephone & Electric Co. Ltd., 
Arundel-st., London, WC2.—Provision and 
erection of the superstructure of a new signal 
box at Shiplake; Vic Hallam Ltd., Valley 
works, Langley Mill, Nottingham.—Erection 
of new steelwork, etc., for the extension of 
the roof over the Up Relief and Bay plat- 
forms at Slough; Fairfield Shipbuilding & 
Engineering Co, Ltd., Chepstow, Mon.—Con- 
struction of a building for staff accommoda- 
tion at Waunllwydd North, Ebbw Vale. 
Mon.; W. & A. Davies Ltd., Abersychan. 
Pontypool, Mon.—Completion of station 
buildings at Northolt, South Ruislip, Ruislip 
Gardens, and West Ruislip; Anglo-Scottish 
Construction Co. Ltd., Combe-la., Raynes 
Park, SW20.—Reconstruction and widening 
of the bridge over the line at Ellesmere; The 
Norwest Construction Co. Ltd., Litherland, 
Liverpool 21. 

(Gb) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended December 24, 1960: Berk- 
shire: Installation of fire alarm system at 
Broadmoor Institution, Crowthorne; Require- 
ments Electrical & Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Trafalgar-hse., 9 Gt. Newport-st., London, 
WC2, Buckinghamshire: Heating, domestic 
hot water, gas and ventilation services at 
United States Air Force Base, Denham; J. 
Jefferies Ltd., 149a Lancaster-rd., Kensington, 
London, W1l. Electrical Services at United 
States Air Force Base, Denham; General 
Electrical Maintenance Co., 20 High-st., 
Pinner, Middlesex. Dorsetshire: Erection of 
automatic telephone exchange, Vicarage-rd., 
Verwood; G. P. Burt, East End, Corfe 
Mullen, Wimborne. Essex: Demolition of 
temporary house bases, Highfield-rd., Rom- 
ford; Knifton Transport Co. Ltd., Langhedge- 
la.. Edmonton, London, N16. Lancashire: 
Internal painting at Ministry of Pensions & 
National Insurance, Norcross; F. Parkinson 
Ltd., Mowbray-hse., Blackpool. Adaptations 
at Ministry of Labour, Stopgate-la., Aintree, 
Liverpool; R. Costain & Sons (L’pool) Ltd., 
Blundellsands-hse., Mersey View, Waterloo, 
Liverpool 22. London: Internal decorations 
at Shell Mex House, Strand, WC2; South 
London Decorators Ltd., 9-11 Streatham 
High-rd., London, SW16. Middlesex: Heat- 
ing, domestic hot water, gas and ventilation 
services at United States Air Force Base, 
Bushy Park, Teddington; J. Sykes & Son 
Ltd., Progress-wks., Wellington-cres., New 
Malden, Surrey. Electrical services at United 
States Air Force Base, Bushy Park, Tedding- 
ton; R. Langstone-Jones & Co., High-st., Ted- 
dington. Supply, etc. of '5 ft. x 10 ft. direct 
discharge wind tunnel at west aero site, 
National Physical Laboratory, Teddington; 
Hall Engineering Ltd., Shrewsbury, Shrop- 
shire. Renfrewshire: Extension to automatic 
telephone exchange, Muir-st., Renfrew; 
Robert London Ltd., 45 Haggs-rd., Glasgow, 
Sl. Sussex: Erection of automatic telephone 
exchange, Hampden Park, Eastbourne; Keith 
Andrew & Co. Ltd., 7 Warwick-st., Worth- 
ing. Wiltshire: Alterations to ground and 
first floors at joint office building, Homefield- 
hse., Trowbridge; Stone & Co. (Bristol) Ltd., 
Redland-rd., Bristol 6. Yorkshire: Ventila- 
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tjon at Civil Defence Post (Home Office), Cat- 
terick Camp; Rushworth & Sons Ltd., 
Beeston Park-wks., Wooler-dr., Leeds 11. 
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Zetland (or Shetland): Erection of staff 
houses and duty room at coastguard station, 
Twageos-rd., Lerwick; Wm. Fraser & Ptnrs. 
Ltd., North Ness, Lerwick. 

(cp) LONDON (War Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended Dec. 23, 1960:— 
Berkshire: Building at Didcot; H. F. Johnson 
Ltd., Langley. Painting at Didcot; Quick 
Bros. (Newport) Ltd., Bristol. Hampshire: 
Painting at Aldershot; Fields Ltd., Reading. 
Kent: Miscellaneous at Dover; J. J. Clayson 
& Son Ltd., Folkestone. Midlothian: Build- 
ing at Edinburgh? McPherson & Gray, Edin- 
burgh. Pembrokeshire: Miscellaneous at 
Pembroke; Hussey Egan & Pickmere Ltd., 
Pembroke. Shropshire: Miscellaneous at 
Oswestry; J. W. Bostock Ltd., Wrexham. 
Miscellaneous at Shrewsbury; Bertram E. 
Pugh & Son Ltd., Pontesbury. Building at 
Donnington; Whitchurch (Salop) Contractors 
Ltd., Whitchurch. Surrey: Building at 
Pirbright; Hawkins Bros. (Gosport) Ltd., 
Gosport. Warwickshire: Miscellaneous at 
Nuneaton; F. Harris & Co. Ltd., Leicester. 
Wiltshire: Target mechanisms at Bulford; 
The Colston Electrical Co. Ltd., Bristol. 
Building at Bulford; Donner & Bailey Ltd., 
Salisbury. Miscellaneous at Warminster; P. 
Hale (Edington) Ltd., Westbury. 

MANCHESTER.—ExtenSions to factory at 
Stokes-rd., Clayton, for Metal Box Co. Ltd. 
(A) Holland and Hannen & Cubitts (Gt. 
Britain) Ltd. Extensions to depot at Shen- 
tonfield-rd., Northenden, for T. Wall & Sons 
(Ice Cream) Ltd. (a) Leslie & Co. Ltd., 
Hemel Hempstead. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Provision of Dept. 
of Physical Medicine at the General 
Hospital for Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Bd. (a) D. Crouch (Contractors) Ltd., 
Birtley, £61,707. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Erection of 
new casualty dept, at General Hospital for 
Regional Hospital Bd. (a) Crudens Ltd, 
£126,349. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Conversion of 
the Lyric Cinema, Heaton, into art centre for 
the People’s Theatre, Newcastle. Architects 
are Cackett, Burns Dick and MacKellar, 21 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle. (a) Ralph Bowey & 
Son, William-st. South, Gosforth, North- 
umberland. 

RADCLIFFE.—Erection of 98 dwellings, 
three shops and common room at Chapel- 
fields for BC. (a) Unity Structures Ltd., 
London. 

SCUNTHORPE.—Erection of one 14- 
storey block of 79 flats at Westcliff estate 
for BC. Jellicoe, Ballantyne & Coleridge, 
architects. Quantities by Hamilton Turner 
& Son. (A) L. H. Beal & Son Ltd., 458a 
Holderness-rd., Hull, £204,107. 

SHEFFIELD.—Construction of rolling 
mills at Tinsley Park for the English Steel 
Corpn. (A) Davy and United Engineering 
Co. and the Brightside Foundry & Engineer- 
ing Co. Est. £24m. 

SHOREDITCH.—Erection of Block 4 (11 
storeys) on St. John’s estate for MBC. (a) 
Tersons Ltd., £95,764. 

SOUTHAMPTON.—Erection of: (a) 95 
houses at Thornhill estate; (b) four houses 
at Gover-rd., Millbrook; (c) 140 flats at 
Thornhill estate for CBC. Boro’ E. is F. L. 
Wooldridge. (A) Carlton Contractors Ltd., 
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Carlton-hse., Epsom, Surrey, £164,334, A. E. 
Knight & Sons Ltd., Millbrook Roundabout, 
Southampton, £8, 583 and Carlton Contrac- 
tors Ltd., Carlton-hse., Epsom, Surrey, 
£351,760, respectively. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—Second instalment of 
proposed St. Cuthbert’s RC sec. sch. for the 
Governors. Architects are Page, Son and 
Hill, Ny King-st., South Shields. (A) J. Cum- 
min Matamba-terrace, Sunderland, 
£100, ¥916. Erection of factory at Maxwell-st. 
for Gabriele Brothers, ice wafer manufac- 
turers, 65 Green-st., South Shields. (A) 
Milton Swales Ltd., Imeary-st., South Shields. 

SOUTHWARK.— Erection of 89 dwellings 
for the Alberta-st. scheme, for MBC. (A) R 
Mansell Ltd. 

SOUTHWARK.—Erection of bottling fac- 
tory at Park-st. for Courage & Barclay Ltd. 
(A) Higgs and Hill Ltd. Est. £3m 

STEVENAGE.—Erection of new factory 
for Bowater Packaging Ltd. Farmer & Dark, 
architects. (A) G. Percy Trentham Ltd. (site 
works contractors only). 

STOCKPORT.—New PH ‘The Dog and 
Partridge’ at Heaton Mersey, for Bodding- 
ton Breweries Ltd., Strangeways, Manchester. 
(a) C. H. Godfrey & Son Ltd., Gorton, Man- 
chester. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—New offices 
shops at Stafford-st., Hanley, for TC. 
Direct labour, £75,767 

SUNDERLAND.—Following for City C.: 
Erection of 215 houses at Town End Farm. 
(a) L. W. Evans (Contractors) Ltd., 18 Nor- 
folk-st. Sunderland, £304,600. Erection of 
209 houses on Town End Farm estate. (A) 
Corporation Public Works Dept., £278,102. 
Erection of 26 houses at Farringdon and 27 
at Percy-ter. (A) Corporation Public Works 
Dept. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Alterations and 
additions to High sch. for girls for EC. (A) 
T. G. Construction Co. Ltd., Bowesfield-la., 
Stockton-on-Tees (transferred from  asso- 
ciated firm of Tarslag Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees). 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE. — Erection of 
132 dwellings at Bourneville estate for BC. 
R. H. Gallannaugh & Ptnrs., architects. 
Quantities by Banks, Wood & Ptnrs. (GD) 
John Laing & Son Ltd., College Green, 
Bristol 1, £240,662. 


and 
(A) 





THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L° 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 








Attractive 


TILED FRONT 
and PENT ROOF 
Designs 











make Penhill Ranges a sound investment. 
and posts, Tiled Front or Pent Roof with asbestos roofing. Easily erected. 
Choice of tiles and doors. 
anchoring. Full | 
range of Penhill single or multiple garages gladly forwarded. 


ding appearance, durability, and keen prices 
Smooth-finish vibrated panels 


Stand securely on a flat base without 
ilabl Details of the complete 
Special 
terms to Builders and Contractors. We shall be pleased 
to forward estimates for dard requir 


PENHILL SUPPLIES (SIDCUP) LTD. 
471, Blackfen Rd., Sidcup, Kent. Tel : Bexleyheath 0056/7 


ion Service 














